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WELCOME BY

Jenny Thomas

OGA CHAIR

WELCOME TO OUR LATEST OGA MAGAZINE, | HOPE YOU ARE ALL
WELL AND ENJOYING THE START OF SPRING; THE SUNSHINE,
LIGHTER EVENINGS AND LAMBS ARE CERTAINLY A WELCOME SIGHT!

It has been a di cult time since | last wrote; and | wanted
to thank all of those, be it Old Girls or their family and
friends, that have been working so hard on the front line
in the pandemic to keep us well, and the country running.
The recent statistics and success of the vaccine roll out
is certainly adding to the hope and new beginnings that
Springtime brings with it, and | wish you all the best over
the coming weeks and months as things start to get back
to some sense of normality.

Further thanks taHannah Storm(Cowdy, MGC 1995)
Sue ForbedMGC 1981 Alice Stapleton (St James's & A,
1998)and Sarah Austin(Skinner, MGC 19879r providing
careers lectures to current students, and @aitlin Hughes
(MGC 1998jor being the Guest Speaker at our virtual
Commemoration. This Summer the Prizegiving and
Commemoration in July will again be an online event,
and | would like to thank in advance our Guest Speaker,
Sophie Grant(Mills, MGC 1998)

At the end of last year, we were able to host several onllne
careers lectures for our students, including a medicine lecture

hosted byDr Sabrina TsagMGC 1988)and a law lecture
delivered byJessica Kenworthy(Stallard, MGC19960ur

annual OGA Lecture, which this year was delivered online, V\f/as ~
presented by Old Girl, entrepreneur, and Managing Director of

White Heron Drinks]o Hilditch Green, St James'’s 1976)
Being in lockdown brought us our rst online reunion,

a great success, alongside numerous quizzes and get

togethers via Zoom! While | know most of us are really

looking forward to meeting up properly as soon as we can,é
the exibility and ease of being able to keep in touch online:

will continue to help as we move into Summer 2021 and
build on our future plans.

| can’t miss this opportunity to thank all of you involved
in our Giving Day last December, when nearly £16,500 Was
raised to help towards our Bursary fund. MSJ is Iaunchlng

two new fundraising appeals this year, one for bursary
provision and one for renovation and reimagining of the

Library & Smart Classrooms. The target is to raise £2 million

for each, through cash gifts, pledges and legacy giving.
For more information, please email Fiona Meredith at
meredf@malvernstjames.co.uk

On 12th June, we will hold our OGA Summer Reunion, and
AGM online. We will issue more details of the full programme
nearer the time, and | look forward to ‘meeting’ some of you
then. Alumnae from all years are welcome, and we especially
look forward to commemorating the 125th anniversary of St
James’s School and St James’s & The Abbey this year. Please
register your interest in joining this online event by visiting
https://malvernstjames.wufoo.com/forms/zhsvy9b0m2fys2/
or calling the OGA o ce on 01684 892288.

We are additionally hoping to have a physical celebration
for St James’s and St James’s & The Abbey alumnae later in
2021 if possible.

Until then, | hope you all enjoy starting to meet up with
family and friends and venturing out a little more, please
stay safe and well and have a wonderful Summer.
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MALVERN ST JAMES

FROM THE ™
HEADMISTRESS

MRS OLIVERA RARATY

Dear Old Girls and Honorary Members,

When | last wrote just over a year ago, it was di cult to foresee how

long the pandemic would last, or the profound impact it would have on
all of us. Many have lost loved ones during this di cult period, myself
included, and | send my heartfelt sympathies if you have been bereaved
over the past year. Despite contending with many challenges, changes
and adaptations, we have had valuable time to re ect on our many
blessings, and on the importance of family and enduring friendships.

We are continuing to operate a safe learning environment and have not had
any positive COVID cases in School this past academic year. We have inves
further in technology, and through ‘blended’ learning we can simultaneously
teach pupils who are in the classroom alongside those studying remotely via
Microsoft Teams. Huge technological advances achieved in less than a year
have successfully kept pupils abreast of their learning.

We are actively planning the next phase of our development; providing
‘smart’ classrooms and a learning hub centred around the library. We remain
undeterred in our mission to create a vibrant and forward-looking learning environment, and to harness
opportunities that come in the wake of change. | am so fortunate to have such dedicated and resourceful
teachers and pastoral sta, who are brimming with ideas for future possibilities. There has never been a
more important time to support our young people, and we were delighted to be awarded the prestigious
Carnegie Award for Excellence for outstanding provision in Mental Health and Wellbeing in March this year.

| would like to thank all of our Old Girl community for their continuing support; and in particular those
of you working in the frontline, whether that is as doctors and nurses, or in sectors which bring us our
essentials and care for our vulnerable. The many online lectures and mentoring experiences you provide
give unique insights into world of work and careers and are greatly appreciated by current girls.

Sadly, our Year 13 Leavers may join the OGA without all the usual fanfare and celebration of the end
of exams and school life. However, we promise to make up for this later once restrictions are lifted. They
have shown resilience and fortitude, despite the cancellation of public examinations for the second year
running. They are by no means a snow ake generation.

| would like to acknowledge the passing of His Royal Highness, The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
earlier this week. We are very honoured to have an association with the Duke in the ‘Edinburgh Dome’ which
he opened in 1978. His DofE Award Scheme inspired countless generations of Malvern girls and is now rmly
rooted in MSJ’s life and ethos. We give thanks for his remarkable life and contribution to society.

Our pupils continue to throw themselves into life and extracurricular opportunities, achieving numerous
prestigious successes that underline the strength of our faculties and the breadth of talent within the School.

From all of us here at MSJ, | sincerely wish you and your families the best during this time, and though we
cannot meet in person at present, | look forward to seeing you at events in the future.

Headmistress Mrs Olivera '

Keep safe and well,

e P
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Thank you to everyone who has contributed to life at
Malvern St James over the past 12 months. Despite the
di culties we’ve all endured, it is good to feel connected
to our community of Old Girls and Honorary Members.

As of March 8th we are all happily back to normal at
School. In fact, we remained open through much of
lockdown for some day girl and boarding pupils who are
the children of key workers. We also o ered out one of our
boarding houses to NHS workers and had pupils making
PPE and writing to residents in a local Care Home to pitch
in to the national e ort.

Teaching sta and house sta ensured that life went on
for all pupils, wherever they were in the world, and that the
fun went on, too. We were linked to each other through
regular assemblies, clubs, online challenges, kitchen disco
sessions, tness clubs and much, much more. Milestone
events such as Prizegiving and Commemoration, the
Prefects’ Handing Over The Gowns Ceremony and Year 13
Leavers’ Valete Service all took place online: not as good as
the real deal, but a deserving second best.

Through all of this, we have enjoyed the help of Old
Girls who have contributed in many ways. In the Summer
term, some took part in post-GCSE ‘Preparation for Sixth
Form’ courses for our Year 11s; some took part in university
bridging courses for Year 13s after A Lev€aitlin Hughes
(MGC 1998yvas our Guest Speaker at our rst ever online
Commemoration and Prizegiving; in the Autumn we had
interactive careers talks from Old Girls around the globe,
beamed into our classrooms via Zoom and Microsoft Teams;
we had the OGA Lecture presented by farming and drinks
entrepreneur Jo Hilditch; and we had Old Girls as Guest
Speakers at our Sixth Form Experience and Sports Awards.

We also hosted an online Reunion for MGC 1980s
Leavers in November, and an Honorary Members Co ee

Morning in December, which were both well-attended and
we will continue to roll out the online Reunions, as well as
hopefully returning to in-person ones soon. An online OGA
Summer Reunion is planned for June 12th; please look out
for more details in this magazine and via email and social
media. OGA Committee meetings are now happening
online. If this should encourage anyone to get involved, for
whom travelling to Malvern is a problem, then please do let
us know.

Many Old Girls have helped by giving nancial gifts,
particularly in the wake of the pandemic when there was a
need to provide immediate bursary help to families who had
been particularly hard-hit. The Lynne Lindner Music Award, a
bursary scheme launched last year and aimed particularly at
supporting girls with excellent musical talents, also received
support; as did our Giving Day in December 2020.

Overall, you have helped us raise over £100k in 6 months
to fund a variety of bursaries, and shared your time and
expertise with the girls to give them insight into lives and
careers post-School, and that deserves a massive thank you
from all of us here.

One project which did not manage to take ight
this year, which many of you had signed up for, was the
Mentoring Support for Jobs which was to incorporate all
Year 11s in Malvern, not just those at MSJ. The initiative
was to give coaching and advice on job applications and
interview technique from real-life employers to 16 year
olds across the town (and into Ledbury and Lugwardine).
We thought of this in light of a report which came out in
September, showing that the Malvern Hills area was near
the very bottom of a national league for social mobility
and good life outcomes. We will reinvigorate this project
in academic year 2021-22. If anyone else is interested in
volunteering to be part of it, please do get in touch with
Fiona Meredithmeredf@malvernstjames.co.uk

OGA NEWS| SPRING 2021 5
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Red Nose Day
for Comic Rell

Year 8 students organised a soak
the teacher event in The Quad at
lunchtime and raised nearly £1200.

1TY GARDE _
and MGG before it) has had a | a link W|th a,schoél“
) hIGh |l’supposm with funding for mfrast[ucture ands -
o]‘éo% Eueryuothenjear Slxth Form girls go out to visit: they
the schdols provide activities for the childfen and get involved
|,g.$mall building projects. MSJ pupils were disappointed not
‘the Gambia Expedition in 2020, however, this d|d not stop
Bt T hem fmm raising much-needed funds. .. %
Thank you for <5 88 Rl e il The community project we support is based on the edge of llliassa,
following our #1| SEESSSE ~ & and this year we are helping them to create a new garden. Almost
“Instagram takeove S SIS ~ .| £3,000 was raised to buy saplings and to help build a borehole.
we hoped you lear gty e As you can see from the photos shared with us recently, the
Y something new! uﬁb Yot garden is ourishing and we cannot wait to visit our friends in
Please consider > s - The Gambia once restrictions allow.
" supporting WMWA._ 3 -

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT.

Gﬂw.r-aw
[~ —————

As we are going to press, the

girls have taken over MSJ’s

social media to promote the D .
work of West Mercia Women’s

Aid, a women’s refuge with

three centres operatging in Yea.r 128 H eI pl ng wﬂ.thth e Com m u n It\
Herefordshire, Worcestershire As part of the Year 12 Enrichment Course, girls are taking part in a number of activities to
and Shropshire. The charity also support our local community. So far they have raised money, donated to food banks and

runs an outreach scheme, links made Christmas cards for residents at care homes in Malvern. Their latest contribution to

to education and employment, the community has seen the girls coordinate a collection in aid of Malvern Special Families,

a 24 hour helpline, as well which o ers play clubs for children with disabilities, with over £700 raised. The girls used

as independent Domestic the money raised to buy the children Christmas presents, with any money remaining being
Violence Advisors. donated to the charity’s Crowd Funding campaign.
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Sharing resourc
WITH OUR LOCAL
PARTNER SCHOOLS

MSJ has been sharing resources with
our local state school partners and
talking to Heads about ways we can
work together to build meaningful and
helpful relationships where teachers
and pupils in all of the schools bene t.
We are already sharing all of our
academic and careers lectures and
workshops and have continued to do
so through this year of lockdowns:

but this time we're sharing video
recordings rather than face-to-face
events. MSJ Prep meanwhile have bee
sharing a Marvellous Maths Challenge
online for those parents wanting some
extra resources for home schooling.

Year 12 pupil, Tiggy, (far

left) and her older sister

Vivi (below), who nished
school last Summer, have
been raising money for
Breast Cancer Research by
recording a song or a piece
of Music every Tuesday. Both
gifted musicians, they have
been raising spirits as well as
raising funds.

Harvest
Collectiot

Our Harvest
Collection went to
Malvern Food Bank

Remembrance 2020 cvenwinanonine IS EI{CUNEISY
Remembrance Day had to be service put together by girls, and then P LA F O R M

celebrated di erently this year, with watched in our bubbles. The Last Post
the whole school unable to gather rang out across the Quad from all the JAals BEaEU A IO oIER AEVER o=l W IGLE ol [ale MU

as usual in the Quad for a servicegss, open windows in a moving tribute. happy by sharing their musical talents in
the Young Performers’ Platform, an informal
SNASTF:! who have served thefl caonicert which takes place one lunch-time
per month. These are now recorded so that
they can be shared by our community,

and we have been featuring highlights in
the OGA digital newsletter which goes out
every month by email.

4
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THE LIBRARY

SMART CLASSROOMS

In the early part of 2020, the Headmistress and Council (MSJ's
board of governors) instigated a fundraising feasibility study to see
how much support the school might receive for projects which are
part of the Development plan: the renovation of the Library and
creation of ‘Smart’ Classrooms, and increased Bursary provision.

Various of our community took part in this study, including Old Girls :
from all the founding schools; current and past parents; current puplls‘
and sta and governors past and present.

The ndings of the report are that we should gain the support

Here is an overview of what will be happening.

The heritage aspect of the Library will remain:
it is a Grade Il listed area, and a place as loved by
current pupils as generations of past pupils.
The Library will be at the heart of the school:
a knowledge hub and a place to imagine, create,

necessary to raise £2 million for the Library and Smart Classrooms andnvent and explore.

£2 million for Bursaries, both over a ve year pledge period. This will :
include cash gifts, gifts in kind, legacies and monies received from
HMRC through Gift Aid and tax e cient giving.

If any Old Girls are interested in hearing more, we are organising

That means retaining everything that is good
about this room — the books, the beautiful spaces
made for learning and relaxing, the amazing views
up to the hills and across the Quad, the space to be

various online Information Events (and hopefully face-to-face events in quiet and work and research independently, the

due course). Please let the Development O ce know if you'd like to join ‘scholarly’ feel — and bringing it up to date with digital
an event or to know more. Fiona Meredith, Development Director, :
meredf@malvernstjames.co.uktel: 01684 892288

-
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resources and modern infrastructure, and delivering
the functions we need in the twenty- rst century.
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Renovation
will include:
Zoning: Making the
space purposeful

» Enquiry & Awareness zone-

digital screens for news channels,

empowering curiosity & research

* Learning zones— for small group
working

» Technology zone— incorporating

computers, scanning, printing (3D)

and wi , access to tech resources

such as cameras, projectors, green:

screen, editing, sound panels.

» Reading zone- a relaxing,
empowering space for the mind

» Maker space— materials &
equipment to make things for
projects

* Relaxing zone with café style
facilities — a comfortable
‘grown up’ zone

* Private study zone

Furniture:

» Tables— smaller, exible working
spaces that can be con gured in
multiple ways

* Chairs- comfortable and conducive :
to study; furniture for relaxing &
reading

* Shelving - accessible, practical &
incorporating forward display space;
moveable to demarcate Zones

* Librarian/Enquiry desk— modern,
welcoming, accessible, functional

Seating provision for

* Independent working space

* Class space & small group space
(collaborative work and discussion) :

Signage

Clear, accessible, exciting; sign- :
posting that you are entering a space:
of limitless possibilities :

Equipment
Scanners, cameras, headphones,
digital screens, projector.

Storage space for property

- To have a space free of clutter

Lighting

To create good working light and

: ambience

Charging points

To create su cient electricity sockets

- for all girls working on personal devices

Heating

- To allow e ective temperature control

Flooring

Sound absorbing so that users do not
have to tip-toe

- Wall-space

- That can be projected on to

- Workshop space

. That can be shared with state school

partners for university and Oxbridge
mentoring, careers coaching, subject

specialist workshops, extra-curricular
. activities, book clubs, EPQ projects etc

OGA NEWS| SPRING 2021 9
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“Hello, I am Lucy Hutton, the
Director of Teaching and Learning
at Malvern St James.

The classroom these days is almost
unrecognisable from when | was

at school. Similarities of course —
great teachers, and some hardcopy
textbooks, paper and pens, but we
are now very much in the midst of the
technological age. This means digital :
textbooks and a vast amount of high :
quality online resources, which brings:
our subjects alive and connects us

to the world, letting us tap into the
latest news, research, ideas, academ|c allowing girls to work n-.,.
thinking and debate. We can quite
literally travel around the world and
connect with di erent countries, :
cultures and ideas, with all that is out
there on the internet.

Girls can cast directly from their
computers to large screens at the
front of the class. We use Microsoft
Teams and Class Notebook to share :
all of our teaching resources which
allows us to embrace collaborative

OGA NEWS| SPRING 2021

and exciting ways of working. :

Our classrooms now needtobe  : Creativity
modernised, upgraded and transformed  Girls will be able to cast from their own
into the teaching spaces of the future: : devices to digital screens and work
light, spacious, inspiring rooms, mixing : in ways which best suit their learning

modern with our wonderful heritage — : styles — making presentations, video
the best of both worlds. - recordings, podcasts and more.”
Collaboration T e -y Mg

Large interactive
screens, walls that
you can write on and
which are connected
to the technology,

in groups, get creative
and capture their
ideas immediately
into Teams and
Notebook for future
reference and further
collaboration.

Flexibility
Break-out spaces
with exible modern



Bursaries:
Thank you for yo
GENEROUS HE

THE PAST YEAR

Almost £75,000 was raised over the
Summer by Old Girls who generously :

gave to our Bursary Fund COVID appeal,

and to the Lynne Lindner Music Appeal.

In the Autumn we were the grateful :
bene ciaries of a £15,000 legacy :
from a former member of sta from
MGC in the 1940s, Mrs Mary Croxton,:
known as Miss Jukes during her time :
at School (see p13), who had worked :
in Park eld house. She loved her time :
at Malvern, had a particular love of :
music, and decided to remember the :
School in her will. :

Lara, previous Founders’ Aw.

scholar on A Level results day_-

A further £16,000 was raised by the
whole MSJ community on our rst ever
Giving Day on December 1st 2020 with

all funds going to the MSJ Bursary Fund.

This is the rst time that we have
had a number of appeals like this
running, and we are grateful for our
community’s generosity.

“ Initially, I loved the

warm welcome | received at MSJ,
but now, being in the Sixth Form,
| think I most appreciate the
support and encouragement that
MSJ o ers to every individual girl.
| have always felt that | am in a
safe environment where | can be
myself, do the things that | love,
and be supported when making
choices. | have no doubt that |
will continue to be encouraged
throughout my last years at
MSJ, especially when it comes
to deciding what | want to do
when | leave schoo,’

Marnie, Year 12 Founders’
Award Bursary Scholar

A £2 million Bursaries fundraisiray&artiet next five yea

WE WILL BE LOOKING TO FUNDRAIS

£2 MILLION

FOR BURSARIES IN THE NEXT FIVE YEA

+-

THIS WILL BE ADDED TO TH

£2.5 MILLION

THAT THE SCHOOL WILL SPEND O
BURSARIES IN THE SAME PERI(

T O T A L
£4.5 MILLION

Fundraising a further £2 million by
2025 will allow us to create truly :
transformational bursaries, allowing girls
to be with us from ordinary backgrounds
who require full 100% fee remission.

Currently, MSJ spends in the region:
of £500k per annum helping a quarter :
of students with nancial assistance. :
Remissions are capped at 40% except
in the case of the Sixth Form Founders’
Awards which has greater exibility.

Fundraising will allow us to o er
depth as well as breadth in our
bursary provision.

We know the di erence a rst-
class education can make: the self-
con dence, participation in extra
curricular activities from music
through to elite sport, engineering, :
languages, drama, debating and more,
which all helps bring out the amazing

ELIZABETH
Stane S btan vinp DS
1958
JILL GARDNER
Heom Al haderibp ol s
L QY ST
O COMARGARET AN

§ipanls

in each child. We believe this should
be available to more girls and we want
to make this happen.

If you want to get involved, or
if you'd like more information, we
are organising online Information
Events, or you can have an individual
chat with Development Director,
Fiona Meredith on tel: 01684 892288
meredf@malvernstjames.co.uk

RDRF HITY Madern ! sngiose
1t Scholarvhip. Seamer v e Collope Ostord
{ \NA SLATER * Madess Lusiusiier

15 Wi helarihop. Lostlon

A I(Il TTSMILNE Wdﬂrw
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WORK HAS STARTED
ON BENHAMS!

nhams Housewill

e ready to receive

oarders once again
as of September 2021.
The house has been used
for exi boarding and for
accommodating graduate
assistants over the past few
years. It is now coming back
into use as a new boarding
house to accommodate
burgeoning numbers of
boarders. These are the
‘before’ pictures; look out
for the after pictures in our
digital newsletters




Legacies

Legacy Giving

We are very grateful to Mary Croxton,
who left a legacy to the School in her
will, which we received in Autumn :
2020. Mary, known at the time as Miss:
Jukes, worked at MGC as a teacher
based in Park eld in the late 1940s
through to 1952, and though it was

her rst job and she was with the
school for a relatively short period of
time, it obviously made a big impact

on her. Mary’s gift to MSJ will go into
the MSJ Bursary Fund, allowing us

to reach more deserving girls with
nancial assistance.

Mary'’s relative sent us the following
testimonial about Mary’s time at MGC :
and why she decided to make her
generous gift.

“Mary Croxton was my mother’s
cousin. When her parents died while :
she was still in her teens, Mary went :
to live with my grandparents and so
as a child | was very close to her. She:
trained, as | did nearly 20 years later, :
at the Froebel Educational Institute
at Roehampton where she qualied
as a primary school teacher. Her rst :

job on qualifying was at Park eld, _
though she always just referred to it as
‘Malvern’ (I didn't know that Malvern
was an actual place until after she'd
left.) Malvern to Marwvasthe college,
and she stayed in that post until

1952 when she married and moved

to Chester. She never forgot the :
wonderful start to her teaching career
that she received there and often
spoke very fondly of ‘Malvern’ and :
the people, both sta and pupils, that :
she knew there. I'm sure that is why
she wanted to leave money to help
girls who otherwise might not have
been able to bene t from a place ina :
school with an ethos she so admired. :
When she retired she was a Deputy
Head in a primary school in Chester,
having taught in several other schools:
along the way, in both the private and :
the state sectors, but it was ‘Malvern’ :
that always held a special place in
her heart. I'm sure Mary would be
delighted to know that her generosity
will provide some girls today with :
an advantage which they otherwise
might not have had”

i
\

Legacies make a big impact on School
fundraising and we are grateful for
gifts of this type which can help

any number of projects at school
according to the donor’s wishes. Whilst
making a will is a private matter, it
helps us to plan for the future if we
know that you have an intention to
leave a gift. If you are interested in
nding out more about tax e cient
legacy giving, and the many di erent
ways of leaving a legacy gift, please
do get in touch with Fiona Meredith

in the Development O ce at:

meredf@malvernstjames.co.uk
Tel 01684 892288

Malvern St James Girls’ School
15 Avenue Road

Great Malvern

Worcestershire

WR14 3BA

More information is also
available on our website
www.malvernstjames.co.uk/
support-us
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MEMORIAL FUND FOR

Miss Lily Pouttod
Miss Isabel Greenslade

Thank you to the donors to this project to install a headstone on
the unmarked graves of Misses Poulton and Greenslade in Malvern
cemetery. This will recognise these pioneering women and their
achievements in single-sex education, allowing women to enjoy

a broad education and be valued intellectually. They were the

trailblazers of their era.

Donors includeMrs Anne Borrowdale(Lea, MGC 1970)
Jenny ThomagMGC 2002Mrs Tricia Wilkinson(Marsden,
MGC 1956andDr Frankie Williams(Royals, MGC 1966)

PSALM 121Music Proje

Dr Frankie Williams (Royals, MGC
1966) kindly donated to a music
project which binds an MGC
tradition to Malvern St James.

Frankie says. “| was at MGC from
1956 - 66 and was awarded a mus
scholarship. ‘Lift thine eyes unto th
hills’ (Psalm 121) was something |
think all Old Girls will remember
from assembilies in the York Hall, a
well as the Sunday walks up those
very hills!

| was a General Inspector (Musi
and Culture) for Cambridgeshire
for the last 23 years of my career ir
Education. One of the privileges wi
being able to spot and encourage
young composers from Primary
School through to University or
College. | set up a Young Compose
Network so that they could work
together and professional musician
could play their compositions.
Many of them also bene tted from
courses at Snape Maltings, Aldeburgh,
and quite a few are now emerging
young composers after successfully
completing their Higher Education.

Alex Woolf, now aged 25
www.alex-woolf.com was one of
these, and after gaining a First Class
degree in music from St John’s College
Cambridge, is now enjoying National
and International success.

14 OGA NEWS| SPRING 2021

| thought commissioning a setting
of Psalm 121 for the choir of Malvern St
James from Alex would bring together
a number of strands of my musical life. |
hope the choir enjoy singing it

ankie in her MGC Senior blazer

Frankie recently

easy
fundraising
.org.uk

feel good Shopping

Easy Fundraisint

You can help MSJ every time
you shop by using the Easy
Fundraising App and selecting
MSJ as your chosen charity.
Retailers from John Lewis to
M&S, Tui to Trainline.com, will
donate a percentage every
time you shop with them to
our bursary fund, at no extra
cost to you.

How to sign up and start
shopping:

On a mobile device, download
the Easyfundraising app, select
Malvern St James Girls School
as your chosen charity, browse
the retailers and link to their
website to shop. It's as easy as
that, and all money raised will

go to the MSJ.

Or on your PC
1. In your Internet Browser,
type in
www.easyfundraising.
org.uk/causes/
malvernstjamesgirlsschool
. Click the pink box on the
right-hand side stating
‘Support This Cause’
. Create your free account

. Browse the list of Retailers
available

. Choose where you would
like to shop, and
easyfundraising will redirect
you to the Retailers website

6. Shop as normal!

7. Upon purchase, the retailers
will then make a small
donation to say “thank you”.

Use easyfundraising every time
you shop online to turn your
shopping into free donations.

’é@/ﬂk (;,/J//
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THANK YO
0O OU

Thank you from all of us at MSJ to our donors who really help us in our mission
to provide the best in girls’ education, and make it possible for so many of our pupils.

py| =

GIFTS TO MALVEENRY Thomas - Mr J Brown - Samantha Vaughan
ST JAMES Mr John and Mr William Richards - Dr Sohier EI-Neil Coker
o - Mrs Sarah Connell - Mrs Christine Day ~ Miss Valerie Byrom-Taylor
Dr Abbie Li : : : . .
- DrJohn Harcup OBE ~ : Mrs Clare Malloy - Catherine Veronica
Mrs Ann Payne ; . . P i :
| : Major Julian Moran . Fiona Meredith : Blackmore

I\B/Irs Amjre B?rrowdae - and Commander . Mrs Gemma Bruce © Victoria Daniell

ryony Tomlinson : i : : :
Bryony Addis-Jones Susie Moran - Mrs Ingrid Whitehead = MGC Old Girl 1981
Ca){[he)r/ine Swire Mary Parons ~ Mrs Jenni Chuck - Wendy Haines
o ol . Matthew Jackson  Mrs Jill Oldham  Yi(Helen) Liu

. - Mrs Melanie Walker . Mrs Lucy Hutton - Mr Simon Holden

Mrs Chloe Phillips - Miss Anne Littlewood 5 4 : " Sissi Ch
Dr Frankie Willams . o beth Mullenger e e - d " dekunl
Dr Jeremy Baxter F 9e Mrs Olivera Raraty erzﬁan bg/gs Adekunle
Elaine Chau Miss Hannah thleathr?rt ~ MrsRosalind Hayes onymous gitts
Gavin and Claire Pearson§ M?ss Hoi Ki Kelly Chan Mrs Sally Fontes e
MSJ OId Girl, Class of 2014MiSS Saskaingham - wmrs wendy Beaumont Donors to the

from Hong Kong - Natsha Kruatrachue - Ms Alison Warne P
Grace Cheng - Ashley Tong - Ms Gabriella Rao Misses Poulton and_
S.F. MGC 1981 MrCharles Pierce M Kirsten Smith - Greenslade memori
Jane Archer - Mr Daniel Williams . Ms Melissa Hainoune  : Mrs Anne Borrowdale
Jennifer Finch Hugh and Barbara Mason§ Orson and Tiany Cheng : Jenny Thomas

. Dr Frankie Williams
. Mrs Tricia Wilkinson

MSJ ARCHIVES

Our thanks go to the following who have provided items to the Archives:
Mrs Penny Trevett on behalf of Janet Powell McintfRéckard, MGC 1943)

Mrs Diana Moores on behalf of her mother who attended The Abbey
Patricia Houston on behalf of Judith Mary Stephdiginkwater, MGC 1937)
Mrs Diana Gers{Debes, MGC 1955)

Mrs Miriam Mawle
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TIME DONORS

Alice Stapleton Felicity Houlbrooke Jessica Kenworthyé Sabrina Tsao
Caitlin Hughes : Hajer Zubairu . Jo Hilditch :  Sarah Austin

Dani Grieveson : Hannah Storm . Lara Maylor Wrout

Elysia Garland i Immy Townsend : Mary Laver i Roberts

Thank you to everyone who : Catherine Okey
created ‘talking head’ videos: charlotte Laidlaw
as part of the Lynne Lindner:

i . . Rebecca Fisher
Music Award campaign P
including: - Alice Cole

. Cliona Maley
. Chloe Davey
. Ellen Montgomery
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. Felicity Houlbrooke
. Gemma Vandome

. Genevieve Phillips
. Grace Higgins

. Georgia Hughes

. Miss Greer Owen

. Lara Maylor-Wrout

Sue Forbes
Susannah Bayley

Sophy Coombes- Jenny Thomas

. Hanna Buckley
: Hetty Smith

. Ali Bendall

. Saska Ingham
. Zara Edwards
. Vivi Manning

. Tiggy Manning
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REFLECTIONS

O]\ WA

EXTRAORDINARY YEAR

PIPPA LEGGATE
FORMER HEADMISTRESS OF MGC 1997 2006

There is little doubt that 2020 was an extraordinary year
with a considerable element of the unexpected as the
coronavirus pandemic swept across the world, changing
our lives in so many ways. For some there have been
unhappy changes, pressures and losses which have been :
hard to bear, but for all of us there have been adjustments. :
No doubt 2021 will provide us with further new

experiences and changes, and the welcome development
of vaccines creating optimism as the reality of protection
provides a positive prospect for the future. Control of this
virus will require greater cooperation between nations on

a global basis, since with our many interconnections we
are all in this together.

With hindsight some changes were predictable, but in early :
2020 we were unaware of adjustments we would have '
to make. Social distancing, restrictions on travel and the :
inevitable lockdowns have all impacted our lives. Ironically, : skills and respond to change may not always be entirely
2020 was the year | had planned to nally retire, prior to my : appealing, it can be exciting and surprisingly productive.
milestone birthday of three score years and ten in August, litle ~ Considering the past year from both a professional and
realising that the nal stages of my career in education would: personal angle, | must admit to having enjoyed some of
be an online experience! The reality in March was that as the the changes in ways that | would never have predicted.
coronavirus continued to spread, countries around the world: Adapting to retirement during a lockdown has in many
went into lockdown. As an International Advisor working for : ways been easier, as there was no alternative, but instead
the Council of International Schools, it was a priority to supportthe need to make the most of the situation. Living in rural
the CIS network of schools around the world by introducing ° Gloucestershire and spending time at home has in fact
a new face to international education through the been a bonus. After years of working overseas and
virtual world of Zoom and online learning! _extensive international travel, and a hectic career
When re ecting on education during the \, With time spent away from home, it has been
pandemic, there have been obvious challenges/: a pleasure to be settled back in the UK and
for pupils and teachers in schools and for have time for pursuits such as gardening,
parents coping with home schooling, whilst dog walking and being actively involved in
balancing their own jobs. Reality for all of us hay the local community. Perhaps it has been the
become both virtual and actual, as | found out contrast to one’s previous lifestyle that gives a
when Emily my daughter returned home during sense of perspective and makes one appreciate
lockdown to teach remotely in our drawing room, S that every day should be savoured for whatever it
which then became her virtual classroom! Perhaps, if ; has to o er. One thing is certain, there are always new
left to our own devices, we would not have chosen that route:  ways to be challenged and chances to make the most of life
but making the most of the changing circumstances can be : whatever one’s age, as has been shown over the past year.
surprisingly rewarding. Although having to develop new § Best wishes to you all wherever you are in the world.
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In November 2020 more than 70 OId :
Girls and Honorary Members joined
us for our rst Online OGA Reunion, :
hosted via Zoom. All MGC 1980s
Leavers were invited to join. Old :
Girls from across the globe enjoyed :
chatting and reminiscing, with many
staying for over 2 hours, catching
up with their contemporaries and
former teaching sta .

With uncertainty remaining with
regards to the hosting of events in
the next year, we hope to replicate
more online reunions for Old Girls
and Honorary Members, as well
as looking forward to resuming
physical, in-person events as soon
as possible. Please keep an eye on
our digital newsletters and social :
media sites for more information.

Memories of MGC in the mﬂﬂlﬁ

Marianne Fry(Newman, MGC 1951)

delighted and trust you. You can then be wings and reach all corners of the globe

First online OGA reurﬂOﬂxlly helpful to the grownups and take

messages and do other things to help
win the war .
woman she was. It would indeed have

and sadly, often lose touch. Have you

- ever wondered how people you haven't
.”What a splendid sensible:
: are doing? Many will not be members

seen or heard of for years and years

been disastrous had we been belligerent of the OGA and will not see this but if

and bolshie.

- you do and your name is mentioned

Five years later and aged twelve, | Wafs please take note. You are remembered

considered sensible enough to sleep
with a few others in Beaufort which
was the sta house in the grounds,
rather than in a dormitory at Hatley.

bed when dear ‘Fat Willie’ burst in and

told us to put on our dressing gowns
and come downstairs to the kitchen.

been signed with Germany! The next

- and others too would love to hear
- from you. I'm thinking rst of a few
: northern girls:Rosie Smith(next bed
- to me in my rst term at Park eld),Jill
On May 7th 1945, we had just got into :

Pearce(1964)andGill Greenhalgh

- Then, later on with the wonderfuMiss
. Cayleyat Hatley St George after the

- polio isolation,Elizabeth Sheehan
She told us that it had been announced:

on the wireless that a peace treaty had :

(Hamilton, 1965)Lesley and Sarah
Capper, Valerie Pomfret(1965) Mary

§ Lunt, daughter of Canon Lunt and

day, May 8th, would be VE Day and there another local girlLisa WhatleyandJill

were going to be huge celebrations and :

Bowden in Summerside. Later in School

bon res on the Malvern Hills. She Wanted House,Carol Serpa"stening to the

us to remember all our lives the moment

we heard this momentous news of

us, lavishly spread with

In September 1940, aged seven, | arnved blackcurrant jam, the taste of which still :

to board at Hatley St. George, the | Junlor
school of Malvern Girls’ College. Leaving
my tearful mother, | was shown around:
the imposing house and gardens by a
‘big girl’ who was probably twelve and -
remember asking her excitedly if this
was a hotel. There were many other little
ones my age, sent to Malvern either
because it was considered tobe ina
safe place during the war, or because
their parents were in the Forces. Kind

nurses looked after us in the dormltorles, N

plaiting our hair and making sure we
washed behind our ears.

On our rst Saturday we became
Brownies and sat round the camp re

resurrects this magical memory.

THEN, AND NOW

rst Beatles records although we were

- only supposed to listen to instrumental
promptly sawed doorsteps :

music; and ‘Latin Willy’ walking the

- corridors. Do such characters exist
strictly rationed butter and homemade :

today?
Some might consider that | have led

- a truly unremarkable life for an MGC
- Old Girl, married for over 50 years,
¢ bringing up children, being a librarian,

Anne RlChardSOWStOFGM MGC 1963) learning several languages and being
It never ceases to amaze me how diversean organiser. First was Pony Club and
the career paths of ex pupils are despite running trips to the Horse of the Year

¢ Show, then running a riding club and

- annual trips to Olympia. Since starting
- a bridge club 10 years ago, we now

all receiving the same education! So
many reach dizzying heights in a vast
array of professions. We spread our

whilst splendid Brown Owl, Miss Williams 2

(who | regret we called ‘Fat Willie") told
us she had something very serious to

tell us. “It could be’, she said, “that before &

long German soldiers might arrive”. This
was only about three months after the
disaster of Dunkirk, so it was indeed
possible. “We'll ght them!” we yelled

happily but were calmed down. “No", she o

said, “this is most important: If you are :
friendly, sweet and polite they will be
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have 300 members, so | suppose |
have put my skills to some use. | now
maintain the website for our club and
manage to keep our members in touch
during lockdown by running online :
RealBridge video sessions. Playing
online means it doesn’'t matter where
you live; if you want to join us do getin -
touch with me at Larkhill Bridge Club,
you would be more than welcome.
Larkhill Bridge Club, Timperley,
Cheshire, England(idgewebs.com)

In these unprecedented times |
feel it is more important than ever
to maintain contact and not lose
touch. I am currently enjoying some
French cookery classes from a local
French chef and restaurant owner via
his Zoom lessons and look forward
to trying out some of the recipes.
Does anyone remember Sunday
night school dinner, cold (fatty) lamb,
beetroot and mashed potato, not my
favourite! However, the fruit crumbles
were delicious and also the hot rolls at :
breakfast! Enough reminiscing! :

60 years since
| started at MGC
Shelagh Booth(Martin, 1969)

The article about Hat eld House in :
OGA News 2020 was of great interest :

TARTAN, A FAMILY BUSINES

Deirdre Kinloch Anderson(Loryman, MGC 1956) D900

My published book Tailored for Scotlafid :
is a memoir detailing 6 generations of
the Kinloch Anderson family. Owners
and managers for over 150 years of

a renowned Scottish clothing and :
textiles, tartan and kiltmaking company, :
their story is told against the historic :
background of the times and events
through which they lived. Kinloch
Anderson hold Royal Warrants of
Appointment as Tailors and Kiltmakers
and rst supplied The Royal Family in
1903. They have been at the forefront

of the evolution of Highland Dress

and consider that tartan is “a gift that
Scotland has given to the world”. This  :
book will appeal to anyone with interests:
in Scotland, business, fashion, local '
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to me. I was in the rst cohort to go

there in 1964, from Hatley St George

and before that, Park eld. | even
think that in the photo of the play
taking place in the Hexagon (with
those amazing moveable blocks)

it was me declaiming from the top
block, under Chaning-P’s direction!
She was such a charismatic
Housemistress and | have quite
strong memories of her. Mrs
Thomas, a kindly gure, was matron
and between them they ran a
happy house. | remember watching
Winston Churchill's funeral on a
black and white TV in that room.

It is 60 years since | started as a
very young boarder at Park eld,
where ‘Teapot’ was Housemistress
(Miss Temperley). My parents lived
at the time in Aden, where we only
went to school for a few hours in
the morning and | think they were
concerned about my education
su ering! | had relatives who lived
in Worcestershire, who became my
guardians when my parents were
abroad so | guess that was the
reason why they chose Malvern
for me.

Five of us from Park eld day®i
Walker (Widdup,1967)Gina Lawrie
(1967) Zoe ProctorandHilary

history and Scottish lifestyle; it is
hardbacked and quarter
bound in the City of
Edinburgh tartan fabric.
The Epilogue
“Deirdre’s Postscript and
Childhood Memories”
includes several
paragraphs about
Malvern; and details my.
school days boarding
at MGC, where moral
values were Victorian,
and the regime
structured, disciplined and stric
| enjoyed being part of a team
and remain grateful for the
training | received at school.

Humphries (all Benhams) are still
in touch via a WhatsApp group

- and are planning to come back
- to Malvern for a reunion in
: September 2021 (lockdown etc

hopefully having been lifted),

- although we haven't yet nalised a
. date. The school is obviously very
- dierent today and with a di erent

name, yet it played a formative part
in our lives, including giving us life-
long friends.

Elizabeth Denno(Collar,1971)

The past year certainly has been
- dierent and full of challenges

but three lovely things that have
happened for me; a lockdown

granddaughter, Greta, was born

in April 2020. She’s now 9 months

and thriving. On January 1st 2021,

my youngest daughter Lydia,
married Adam, it was a very small

and simple occasion, yet joyous
- and special. As the world was being

introduced to Zoom,Jane Bachner-
King (1971) saw the potential for

contact with old school friends.

Gathering together eight of us who
had all been in Summerside in the

same year, we now meet fortnightly
: on Zoom for 40 minutes. It has been
. one of the highlights of lockdown!

O 7’%/
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n 2014 | retired as a Registered Now | do about 3 sessions a week  vaccinations, and see the great joy that
I Nurse after 40 years. During varying between morning, afternoon people have when they get their rst
the Covid 19 pandemic, | have and evening shifts, and have my own  vaccination. The people coming for
watched with admiration, and not set of testing equipment so | can do their vaccinations, and indeed some
a small amount of guilt that | was a lateral ow test before going to of the local shops, have been very
no longer working, the incredible volunteer at the clinic. We must do generous and bring hampers of food
work done by the nurses in the NHS.  two of these tests each week. The and masses of chocolates and packets
| knew my nursing registration had surgery teams are great, and the paid  of biscuits. | have done my best to
lapsed too long to enable me to be a  sta make us volunteers feel a real resist the temptation of these treats!.
vaccinator but decided that | should part of the operation. We all get on Volunteering in this way has been
still volunteer to help. very well and have got to know each extremely rewarding and gone some

other well. It has been lovely to meet of the way to assuage the feelings
In mid-January | received a phone call  up with friends from Ledbury and the  of guilt | had been having that | was
asking if | could help at the Vaccination surrounding area as they arrive for their doing nothing.
Centre in Ledbury, assisting the teams
from Ledbury, Bromyard, Cradley and
Colwall Surgeries. | readily agreed to
be part of a team of volunteers doing
4-6 hour shifts and agreed to start at
the Community Centre in Ledbury at
08.00 on Friday 15th January. The day
before | was contacted by the Volunteer
Coordinator, asking me to go to Colwall
Surgery to have a lateral ow Covid test,
and the negative result meant | was
cleared to work on Friday morning.

On my rst day | arrived at the
Community Centre on a freezing cold,
dark morning at about 7.45, wearing
my face mask and visor. On arrival
my temperature was checked, and
after signing in, | was told what my
role would be: to ensure the patients
gueued in the correct lane for their
vaccination. At this stage we were still
vaccinating the over 80s age group, and
some required help such as needing a
chair to sit on whilst moving down the
gueue lane towards their vaccination.
Everyone was really pleased to be
receiving their rst vaccinations and
the morning passed very quickly. By the
time | nished at 13.00 my legs were
aching and the thought of the climb up
the hill to home was daunting. | felt just
like 1 did after | worked my rst shift as
a student nurse back in 1971, but this
time my back ached as well as my feet
and legs and | had only been on them
for half the time. So much for old age!

Jane Mason volunteer@@¥{® Vaccination ¢ |
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Helen Pugh(MGC 1974)

It is hard to believe that in February
2020, | was having a two-week holiday
in Kerala in Southern India. We had
just heard about Covid 19 but were
not too worried about it although

many airport sta were wearing masks
both in Dubai and Cochin. However, :
all was to change around the time of
my birthday at the end of March; | hadA
my birthday early, and the funeral of :
my father's 104-year-old cousin had to
go digital. It was still a wonderful
celebration of a long life.

There are 45 ats where |
live, with some very elderly
residents who mostly live
alone, including a 98-year-
old. | set up a neighbourhood
WhatsApp which became very
popular, allowing us to keep an eye
on each other. Clapping on a Thursday
for the NHS was deafening. Extra :
benches were purchased for our large:
communal garden and we enjoyed
months of good weather.

Instead of tearing up to London _
all the time for the theatre, museums :
and lunches, | explored my own area
including Wimbledon common and
its large, wooded area. My exercise
routines changed, and | became more:
passionate about nature, posting :
my photos on Facebook. Many other
friends did the same including those
from other countries.

I normally meet in June with
Diana Lewis(Matthews, 1974)Diana
Smith Billard (Smith, 1974)Elizabeth
Greenwood (Mackrill, 1974)Sara
Hailes(Moody), Rosie NygPainter,
1974) Sheinaz Panjwani{1974) Jill
Oldham (Cornes, 1974andChris _
Findlay (Rees, 1975)his year we had :
to meet over Zoom, but we had a good:
laugh and catch up. We have stayed in:
contact using WhatsApp and Facebook
(Julia Hallinan(Stone, 1974)eaches in :
Cairo!). | have regular phone chats with
Charlotte Gunton (Caldwell, 1974and :
Rachel Mifsud(Moore, 1974)

However, lockdown has been
di cult. My mother is in a nursing
home in Malvern and | have only been
able to see her a few times.

Many people will remember June
Roundhill, a good friend of mine for 30 :
years. She lived independently in Upton
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into her 90s and now lives in a Care
Home in Upper Welland. | was lucky
enough to visit her in February, but it
is very sad not be able to visit and give :
additional stimulus. Roll on a vaccine! |-
did a job swap in New Zealand in 2007
| have visited this wonderful country -

twice since my exchange and | can't wazit

to return when the borders reopen!

Sabrina TsaqMGC,1988)

MGC Old Girl Dr Tsao took partin an :
online Medicine Lecture from her
home in Hong Kong. Sabrina,
currently the Clinical Associate
 Professor of Paediatrics :
and Adolescent Medicine  :
Practice at The University of :
Hong Kong, spoke about her
MGC education, and medical :
training in both the U.K and
U.S. The lecture was attended by glrls
involved in MSJ's Medical Society, who
may look to follow a career in this eld. :
Girls followed the lecture remotely :
within year group bubbles from various:
locations around the school and ‘
asked many questions about Sabrina’s:
fascinating journey in medicine.
We hope to o er more online career
and mentoring opportunities in the :

future, and are always keen to hear from

Old Girls, parents and friends of the
School who would be happy to help.
Please contacbga@malvernstjames.
co.uk for more information.

Zoe James-Williamg1991)

2020 was certainly a challenging and
interesting year as exhibitions, travel :

plans, art classes and workshops were £
cancelled. | teach art classes to a widé

range of students from young mums

to retirees, and with many students
self-isolating | nished Spring term by
holding classes online. In January 2020
my students were teaching me how
to use WhatsApp, and by March | was
teaching on it! These art classes have
become a lifeline for isolated students
as well as those who must stay at home
(which is mostly everyone!). | continued
to teach through the Summer holidays
as my students were keen to have focus
and direction, routine and a sense
of normality in such strange times.
Despite su ering from ‘cabin fever’ and
the inevitable highs and lows, | have
found 2020 strangely rewarding and
inspiring. My art group have shown a
wonderful determination to carry on
no matter what, and they have been an
inspiration to me.

| am also an active childrens’ book
blogger; promoting children’s literacy
and highlighting wonderful books
through my own social media blog
has been especially important while
the schools and libraries are shut.
2020 has opened up new horizons
but I'm still looking forward to
getting back to some normality! Email
www.zoejameswilliams.comor follow
her on Instagram@zoejameswilliamsor
for children’s books@drawingonbooks

These images are by
of Zoe’'s students: Brig
Caswell Bayl Merlin,
Geraniums
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what we were up to he volunteered a
great video ready for our launch.
Emily Boswell(1992)phoned,
full of enthusiasm for what we were
doing and it was just what | needed
to hear! EmilyJo Page(Bowen, 1992)
and Tara Germain(Houghton, 1992)
have all o ered great supportBecky

FROM
BARRISTER

to Butcher'

Lucianne Allen(1992) — _
Winning the award for Meg

In 2008 | hung up my wig and gown - M- Y el - Warne(Woodhead, 1990has also
after a wonderful 10 years as a Criminal of the Year : been promoting the site in South
Barrister and moved into our family . Africa where she runs a successful
business in a sales and marketing role.: - food business. It's fantastic how we
Aubrey Allen provides leading chefs We also decided to launch a - continue to support each other after
nationwide with the highest welfare . nationwide delivery service, spending : all these years; Becky and | worked
meat and artisan cheeses, and like many most of the 2020 lockdown researching : together on her food businesslo
others had to shut down overnight - packaging which was both exquisite : Page(Bowen,1992)s a successful
due to the pandemic. Over the next 3 : and eco-friendly. We are proud to - Artist and we commissioned her to
months we provided over 17,000 free : hold a Royal Warrant since 2012 and : do an amazing painting, and now
meals to homeless charities, over 1 tonne sustainability is a key part of that, and i they support our family business as
of meat to support vulnerable people : all we do. | enjoyed a wonderful phone : we enter a new sector.

throughout the country and created ~ : call from Raymond Blanc OBE, a client of We have a special o er for

care packages for the NHS. My brother: over 30 years and a friend to our business Old Girls; use the discount code

and Managing Director, Russell, received who agreed to both endorse and have a:  ‘MSJ5JUNE’ to receive £5 o all orders
a Parliamentary award for charitable : ‘Raymond Blanc at home’box o ering. : over £65 placed before the end of
commitment on behalf of Aubrey Allen. : Similarly, when we told Michel Roux Jnr :  June 2021www.aubreyallen.co.uk

Above: Summer Term 1990, before leaving Lind eld for Sixth Form; Below left: Taken in the Quad, far left second row Lucianne Alle
(Bowen,19g2ily Bos\EIO2hen at the end of the front row, KaiaineRagEEDlow middle: Group on steps; Below right: JYB®RG47,139P)
Rebecca WéWdehead lggﬂjlanne Allen, Katha(lha%@e1992)

| il
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Jessica Kenworthy
(Stallard, MGC 1996)
is senior partner at a US Law Firm.
She gave an online law lecture
to current girls who were able

Jessica Kenwg

to hear about her successful
career and ask questions.

Hannah Leathart(1996)
Currently living in Cheltenham
with her partner of 12 years and is
getting married this summer (hopefully!).

She loves her job as Assistant Headteache

at a local girls Grammar School, even

though teaching and school leadership

has had its obvious challenges this year!
Hannah contacted the OGA to

0 er assistance with mentoring and

interviewing current students — if

you would also like to o er your

support please do contact us a

oga@malvernstjames.co.uk

Victoria Scott(Milne, 1996)

Has signed a two-book ction deal with
publishers Head of Zeus. Her rst novel,
Patiencewill be published in hardback,
audio book and e-book in August 2021,
with another novel to follow in 2022.
Patiencds about a family struggling with

the decision to put their severely disabled

daughter into a high-risk gene therapy
trial. More about her book deal here
https://lwww.thebookseller.com/news/
head-zeus-strikes-two-book-deal-debut-
author-victoria-scott-1192804

When not writing ction, Victoria is

lead tutor of an NCTJ Journalism Diploma

course at Sutton College in London. She
lives in Surrey with her husband Teil and

their two children, Raphael and Gabriella.

Fiona Beadnell(Bradford, 2000)

A mother of two boys and a member of
Rotary. I'm Deputy Head (and Head of
Sixth Form) at Barnard Castle School, an
independent day and boarding school in
County Durham, and continue to teach
GCSE and A Level English Literature
and Language, | am also RAF Section

Commander of the school's CCF Contingent

I look back on my years at MGC with
fondness; they were the solid foundation
from which | am able to now support
students in achieving their potential, not
only academically and in extra-curricular
elds, but also in their future careers. |
do hope you, as a school, sta body and

student cohort, are keeping safe in these
unusual times.
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Hat eld 1971 friendship
Aroup have meet-ups and
dventures a couple of times
a year in either Cardi or Bristol.

providing online Psychotherapy, CAB
advice, and now taking steps into the
face-to-face world as a vaccinator.

So much new learning! We hope to
emulate Samuel Pepys’ New Year
Resolution 1st January 1666: “Last year
has been a terrible year for the plague
and everyone is very depressed.
However, this year to cheer us up we
are really looking forward to visiting
the new bakery that has opened on
Pudding Lane””

In 1991, we had a wonderful
gathering of eight of the Hat eld
twelve— (back L-Rpeorgina
Halligan (Packman, 1971)icky
Daniell (Anthony,1971)Ann
Simpson(Cherry,1971)Jill Denton :
(Yeo0,1969)Alie’ Alison Kane(Erskine- :
Young,1971) (front L-RBarah :
Go e (Ross,1969)Caroline Wynne-
Willson (Blackett,1971)Fiona Jones
(Laidlaw,1971) with inserts dated
1968 from Lower 5th (LAnne Pais :
(Leech,1971Kit Catherine Rosen(R) :
Caroline Gurney-Champion(1969)
Judith Singleton (Redfearn,1971) :
We met outdoors in August 2020, :
and chatted about our experiences
in a Zoom world, doing Pilates, .
attending Art History Lectures, Book :
Groups, Bridge, Singing Groups, '

From left to right: Vicky DanieT " -
(Anthony,19%3roline Wynne | b
Willso(Blackett,19Tathy Wooesig
(Smith,197Bglicity Robinson = s
(Rivett,1978mroline Chamber

(Sayers,1973 cdahough left SRS ﬁ : il
MGC after Upper 5), CeinwerfLallf s |

(Rowlands,19J@jlith Singleton

(Redfearn,19@Eorgina Halligan
(Packman,1%#1 Carina Allsugg
(McMullan,19F8)na Jofiesdla
1971yas behind the camera. . ‘;,

Hatfield 1971 and 1973 Leavers got together in Shi

The years melted away when ten Hat eld Leavers, ve from 1971 and ve from
1973, got together for lunch ilCaroline Chambers{Sayers, 1973)arden on a

hot summer’s day in pre-pandemic 2019. The two year-groups had re-established
contact after Caroline, andudith Singleton (Redfearn,1971)ecognised each

other during a guided tour of Westonbirt House (Caroline the guide and Judith

on the tour), more than 40 years after leaving MGC!

A
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MALVERN GIRLS’ C

IN MEMORIAM

We sadly report the following deaths:

Patricia ‘Paddy’ Stericke(Reeves, 1939);
Benhams OG, died in November 2020
at the handsome age of 97. :

Pamela Hole(Allen, 1945)
Died in 2020

Isobel Margaret Allanby
(Williamson, 1946)
Died July 2019

Evelyn Carrutherg(Duncan, 1948)
Died in 2020

Adrienne Davison(Dale, 1948) :
August 3rd 2020. She is remembered
well by Marianne Fry(Newman)who
was in the year below her.

Adela Beynon(Clarke, 1950)
Died February 2021

Denise Theresa Sopeg(1950)
Died July 26th 2018.

Valerie Ruskel(Mead, 1951) ;
Died February 5th 2021. Valerie made
lifelong friends in Lind eld, and after
leaving school, trained and worked

as an orthoptist at Moor elds Eye
Hospital. Her career took her to Ohio
State University, USA, where she met :
her husband, Gordon. They returned

to England and settled in Petts Wood, :
Kent, where they lived for over 40 years.

Dr Yvonne Patricia Gri ths
(Humphreys, 1951)

Died October 10th 2020, aged 86.
Yvonne enjoyed her school days :
(Summerside House) and thrived in :
all academic subjects. She went on to
study Medicine at Newnham College,:
Cambridge and St. Bartholomew'’s
Hospital, London. Marrying :
Christopher Gri ths (from Pembroke
College, Cambridge) in 1958, they
travelled to Malaysia, where she spent
several years working as a doctor in :
both Singapore and Kuala Lumpur.
Returning to the UK in 1968, as a
General Practitioner at Broomwood
Road Medical Centre in Orpington,

Kent, she was a popular and weII-Iovéd

famlly doctor With speC|aI mterests |n

Valerie is survived by her daughter,
Caroline, and three grandchildren.

Jackie Lang1953)
Died on March 19th 2020

Pauline Creighton(Holt, 1953)

Died on May 15th 2020, age 82. A
Prizegiving Day booklet found by her :
husband Alan records that she won the
Middle School Music Prize in 1953, and
throughout her life she gained great
pleasure from being active in music
and sport. These were attributes she
believed were initiated and fostered
during her time at the College 1949-53.

Wendy Jane Cowley(Smith, 1953)
Died August 7th 2018

Eleanor Grigson(Hignell, 1953) :
Died in October 2020. Eleanor trained at
West eld College, then taught English :
in the West Indies and Guildford. She
was a much-loved licenced lay reader :
in the Church of England. Close friends:
with Hermione Gulland(Grainger,1953) :
and Mary Valpy(Gibson, MGC 1946 and
Housemistress at Lind eld 1990-1995) :

Diana Bower(Broughton, 1957)
Benhams, died in March 2020.

Lady Cynthia Garvagh(Pretty, 1957)
Died November 13th 2020. A life-
member of MGC OGA, she had very

new community based Palliative Care
service, South Bromley HospisCare.
Retiring in 1992, she spent many
happy years, enjoying hobbies and
grandchildren in Emery Down, New
Forest. Following her husbands’ death -
she moved to Downton, Wiltshire,
where she died at home, surrounded
by her loving family. She will be greatly :
missed by her ve children, nine :
grandchildren and many friends.

fond memories of Summerside and
‘Pippy’, Miss Phillips, with whom she
and her sisteSusan Shaw(Pretty,1953)
remained extremely close.

Jennifer Duy (Pugh)
Died in March 2019

Anne Williams(McLean Bullen, 1966)
Died in March 2021. Anne was Deputy
Head Girl of MGC 1965-6. Proud of her
Scottish roots; she was straight-speaking
and full of humour. She was a very
capable organiser of everything she set
her mind to. A wonderful loyal friend to
Christine Day(MGC,1966)

In-Memoriam,

Honorary Members

Mary Croxton

Died aged 94, kindly leaving a legacy to
support the school. ‘Miss Jukes’ joined
Park eld around 1946-1952 under the
guidance of Miss Temperley.

Anabel Donald

Head of English at MGC 1981-1986.
Died suddenly on 30 March. A memorial
service for Anabel will be held later this
year, further information to follow.

Elaine Hugh-Jonesl 927-2021
FromDellal McDonald(Ha dh, 1978}

“Elaine Hugh-Jones taught me piano for
the seven years | was at MGC. She was
an inspirational teacher and instilled in
me the importance of hard and diligent
practice which saw me through all my
ABRSM piano exams and eventually
onto gaining a place at the Royal
Academy of Music. Miss Hugh-Jones
was an immensely talented pianist and
composer. She was an accompanist

at the BBC for 37 years, playing for
some of the world’s most illustrious
musicians and her compositions are still
performed regularly.
| was so glad to
have seen her fairly &
recently whenSusie
Allan (MGC 1984)
another of her piano
students from MGC
and | were invited
to play at her 90th

birthday celebrations 'E'I _ H .
in Malvern.” aine Hugh-Joness
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS

THE PRINCE PHILIP,
DUKE OF EDINBURGH1921-2021

MSJ was saddened to hear of the death

The Edinburgh Dome also

of His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, strengthened the school’s links with

Duke of Edinburgh on April 9th. We are
honoured to have an association with :
the Duke in the ‘Edinburgh Dome’, a -
building which he kindly opened on
Ascension Day in 1978 as part of the :
Malvern Girls’ College estate, and which
was named after him. Located in the :
gardens next to the School, it is one of :
the few remaining ‘binishell’ structures :
and is still used daily. :
Under the headship of Miss Veronica:
Owen(MGC 1968-1984pompletion
of the structure emphasised the '
recognition of the importance of physical
education, always a strength of the
school, and one of the Duke’s passions.:

L |

A visit to the science laboratory; The Duke being interviewed by MGC girls; Meeting MGC girls at the school entrance; Edinburgh Dome openi

:-h ; -

Lo
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Malvern; through the Bionics Club :
organised by the girls, local less-abled :
adults were able to enjoy sports :
and games in the Dome. Following

the opening of the new facilities,

the former gymnasium in the main :
building was re-purposed. The top half:
was blocked o to provide a television :
and project room, and this became the:

The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Scheme was launched in
1956, a challenging programme
designed for young people around
volunteering, skills, physical,
expedition and residential
activities. Many of our Old Girls
have enjoyed and bene ted
from taking part over the
decades and praised the way the
scheme developed their sense

nucleus of the Resources Centre started of independence, resilience and

by Dr David Sidebottom in 1976. The :
extensive ground oor was adapted to :
provide o ces, a sitting room for sta,
and a popular paperback bookshop
which reportedly sold 400 books in the:
rst week of opening! :

At

self-reliance. The DofE Awards

are rmly rooted in MSJ’s life and
ethos, this year alone we have 81
girls working towards their Bronze,
Silver or Gold Award. HRH’s legacy
will live on in this valuable scheme.

L
5 Fseha,

R
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ST JAMES'S and St James’s & THE ABBEY

FROM THE FORMER

HEADMISTRESSES

ELIZABETH MULLENGER
HEADMISTRESS 1986 1997

Dear Old Girls,

So much has happened — or for some of us not
happened since the OGA 2020 magazine. | have
often thought of those of you working on the front

line, in the NHS and in medical research; as well as

in many other caring and service capacities. | am

also very much aware of the pressures on students,
teachers, and parents during these lengthy lockdown :
periods. It has been heartening to observe the ways
in which MSJ has responded to them educationally,
organisationally and above all, pastorally. Remotely
and virtually, it has still felt like a vibrant community.

As ever, do please write and let us know where and
how you are. Among you there are amazing life and ~ :
career stories to share. | recall many Commemorations :
when | spoke about the versatility and transferable skills
which would be required in a future where changes
of career were likely. That swiftly became a reality, and :
never more than now. It would be good to hear some of:
your experiences of this. What occasioned it? Was it, for:
example, a return to work from full immersion in family :
life? Was it a complete contrast in work and lifestyle? How
did you go about it and what are your re ections on it? :
Please send your updates tmja@malvernstjames.co.uk :
There has been time during lockdown for me to :
think “If | had my time over again...... "1 Time, too, to use
technology more widely and productively though not
without some frustration. At its best, it has indeed been:
a lifeline, along with books, music, friendship and now :
the prospect of Spring at last. :
| do hope that many of us will meet at this year’s :
special St James's/ St James's and the Abbey Reunion:in
whatever form that takes, and as soon as it is possible.

With a ectionate good wishes,

& |
e - :
’TL;—JS : | Elizabeth Mullenger
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THAT WAS
THE YEAR
THAT WASN'T!

Many of you will remember the television programme
That Was The Week That WasTW3 as it was informally
known. It was a satirical comedy, introduced each week :
by Millicent Martin belting out the theme tune, before
going into a topical monologue by host David Frost;
followed by sketches from a cast that included Bernard
Levin, Roy Kinnear, and Willie Rushton. The show took
aim at the establishment in a way that had never
been seen on the BBC before, and quickly
became essential Saturday night viewing.

Walking in the snow on the beautiful Malvern
Hills recently, | was re ecting on the strange
world we are currently living in and this
programme popped into my mind, although
TW3 morphed into “That was the Year That
Wasn't". By January 2020, | had already made
plans for an exciting year. Tom, my husband, and |
had 70th birthdays within three weeks of each other;
achieving our three score years and ten seemed a good  :
opportunity to open the champagne and celebrate. With a :
long weekend in Cornwall booked for mid-April, we were
obviously disappointed to cancel our trip when the rst :
lockdown was announced on March 23rd. In May, we had :
to postpone the party we had planned at a beautiful Queen
Anne house on the Eastnor Castle Estate for our university
contemporaries and good friends from Malvern. Karla :
Shindler, Pet Jones and | had arranged a very exciting tour

Ros Hayes

Fortunately, the summer weather was good and having
been unlocked in July, there was time to enjoy meeting up
with friends outdoors. | am lucky to have a garden big enough
to take six friends, socially distanced, and we enjoyed a lovely
barbeque to celebrate Stephen Lindner’s birthday with Lynne,
Greer Owen, Karen Bevan and Pet Jones. A last-minute trip
to Snowdonia with Karla Shindler provided a much-needed

break. It was also a delight to receive an unexpected visit
from Natasha WhitakefPhilips-Holt, 1992nd her
b daughter Lucy.
What have | learned from this 'year that wasn't'?
Firstly, it has been a reminder of the importance
of family and friends. Secondly, how lucky | am to
live in such a beautiful part of the world. Thirdly,
how adaptable humans are to adversity; and |
have heard so many excellent things about the
way teaching has continued at MSJ by innovative
use of the internet. Fourthly, the importance of living

in the “now” and making the most of everyday and nally,
how indebted we all are to the dedicated medical sta and
scientists, many of whom are Old Girls and who have worked
ceaselessly to nd a solution to this pandemic. Thank you. As
we learn more about treatments for Covid19 and receive our
vaccinations, may we all look forward to a better future.

of Russia with three days in Moscow followed by three days e
in St Petersburg, which we had to cancel in June. Next to be B
abandoned was a cruise to see the Norwegian Fjords during §
the midnight sun. So on to October, the party postponed [
from May looked as if it could go ahead, although now with
only 30 people allowed. We put everything in place and
two weeks later the number was reduced to 6, this time  :
we put our hands up in submission and cancelled. Looking
forward to things is such an important part of a ful lling
life and most of us nd constant change challenging; | am -
especially sad for the many OGs who have had to postpone
wedding plans this year.

L-R Honorary Members Karla Shindler, Greer Owen and Pet Jo
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ST JAMES'’S and St James’s & THE ABBEY

MEMORIES FROM
THE STAFFROOI\/I

Some Re ections from a former Thorn amongst the Roses... 5

| joined St James'’s & The Abbey in 1994 to a genuine and
warm welcome from the sta and the girls. | found it to be
a unique school, a place of great warmth and charm; and it :
was refreshing and encouraging to work alongside so many:
skilled and caring colleagues. Having come from a local '
comprehensive school it was a delightful surprise to receive :
the polite ‘thank you’ o ered by the girls at the end of every
lesson! St James’s was indeed a happy place, imbued by a
kindly and friendly spirit with warmth and mutual respect
shown by and to all.

During my rst term as a ‘new boy’, | was told tradition
expected that | sing at least one solo carol under the tree in = :
the dining hall at the ‘Carols Round the Tree’ Christmas event.
What actually transpired of course was an amazing and heart-:
warming evening with a sumptuous Christmas Dinner followed:
by a series of ‘turns’ by the sta and girls. This was great fun and
perhaps slightly riotous at times; but | was always impressed
that when the Headmistress rang the tiny silver bell, order Was
immediately restored, and quiet descended on all.

| must pay tribute to the marvellous food served daily by Joan
and her team, and | often ‘crashed’ an extra breakfast , Jommg
sta on the top table for what | knew would be an amusing yet
stimulating start to the day. How important food is in a school, :
and especially in a boarding environment; and | must now :
apologise to Joan for pinching all her bourbon biscuits!

My contribution to the school curriculum was in the eld
of Design and Technology; and | was tasked with setting up
a department on a limited budget. By calling in favours from :

friends, buying

good second-hand machines and by dint of some self-help
we soon built up a good range of tools and equipment. The
enthusiasm with which the girls took up the challenges of
the subject was hugely rewarding for me. My philosophy was
to ensure success for every girl regardless of ability, the girls
produced ne examples of project work and | never ceased
to be amazed at the breadth of ideas that they came up with.
| hope that some former pupils still have examples of the
jewellery and ‘treasure’ boxes, automata, solar and hydraulic-
powered toys and clocks we designed and made together

in the lower forms. Good fun for all, and importantly DT
provided a great learning experience for the girls.

Projects included various full size boats (including one
with electric power), garden swing seats, chairs, recliners, a
potters wheel, co ee tables, rocking horses and dolls’ houses.
Even a pony trap was designed and made by the older girls.
Who can forget the maiden voyages of various boats on
the swimming pool with the whole school turning out to
see, perhaps hopefully, if they would sink?! | am relieved to
con rm that they all did indeed oat!

The St James's ethos encouraged me to get involved in
other aspects of school life; | enjoyed helping with stage
productions, including lighting and the production of
props and sets. All great fun, if somewhat nerve wracking
on the night of a production. | also took several groups on
evening trips to Shobdon Air eld for gliding experience.

An instructor friend of mine kindly gave his time for

free. | remember the Christmas shopping expeditions to
Cheltenham, with worries of letting the girls loose on the
town and hoping we would return with them all safe and
sound. This, remember, was before

we all had mobile telephones! Then, How many girls stil
there was my introduction ; s sti =
o . . pieces the )
H of school skiing holidays, in X y made’ 5

conjunction with the PE Dept.

Mike Tebbett relaxing at the end of one of the Indus|
possmle with huge support from Margaret Walker a




ST JAMES’S and St James’s &

It was satisfying for me to see such trips take o in a big way Intended for emergencies only, it was normally turned o but

with yearly excursions to North America in search of that
elusive powder snow.
Sir John Harvey-Jones was the Chairman of the School

during an idle moment in deepest Spain | switched it on, and
it immediately started to ring. It was the Chaplain (Rev. Carl
Attwood) calling from school as he and the Headmistress had

Council, the governing body of St James’s when | joined. It was decided to test if the new-fangled technology would work; |

a great privilege to meet, and invite him to join the ‘Business :
and Industry” days | organised; resulting in girls experiencing :
work for a day with both local and national business and :
companies, including, for example, Jaguar Cars. Girls always
appreciated the opportunity to network, especially with the
female positive role models we invited.

Around 1995 there was a national initiative to encourage
girls to consider Science and Engineering as careers, run
by She eld University. The Women Into Science and .
Engineering (WISE) scheme made available a bus, tted out :
with computers, equipment, and technology not available in
schools at that time, for girls to explore and have fun with. The
bus could be booked for a week-long visit at no cost; all the
school had to do was sta it. Enter Mike Tebbett! :

Leading a party to Paris for a long weekend was fun, but
we didn't just go just to see the sights. The aims of the trip
were twofold; to attend an important textiles and fashion
exhibition for the Design Technology Textiles girls; and for
the Senior Choir to ful | an invitation to sing in the Cathedral :
of Notre Dame, this of course under the leadership of the
wonderful Lynne Lindner. Both were successfully achieved,
and | can safely say that the latter was one of the most
emotional and moving experiences of my time at St JamessA
The sound of the girls’ voices echoing around the cathedral :
literally brought tears to the eyes. Tourists and Cathedral
o cials alike rushed to gather round the choir as the rst few
notes sailed upwards into the vast roof of the Cathedral, quite
superb; but what a great pity that this wonderful Cathedral
has now been so badly damaged.

A further emotional experience resulted from my
involvement in the 1997 expedition to walk the last hundred
miles of the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage route to
Santiago de Compostella in Northern Spain. The hundred
miles representing of course the Centenary of St James's. Led

notably by Mrs Bennett, ably assisted by her husband Richard,

with me assisting with logistics; in other words the minibus
driver! | would drive ahead of the walking group and setup
the camp each night before the ‘pilgrims’ arrived. | remember :
being entrusted with THE school mobile telephone; back :
in 1997 we had only one for the whole school!

thought there was possibly some divine intervention at work!
It was very satisfying to help with pilgrimage, and see girls
successfully complete the walk. Witnessing them receiving
their Compostella certi cates at Santiago Cathedral was yet
another emotional and moving experience.

At a transitional period in the school’s history | was
honoured to become Deputy Head of St James's, leading
to many ‘interesting’ experiences. | never did get to feel at
ease taking morning assembly in front of all those girls!

It was a great pleasure and privilege to serve under Ros
Hayes and to support her in all she was trying to achieve.
When Ros became the rst Headmistress of MSJ following
the merger, it was a joy to see the caring, supportive and
warm environment of St James’s being carried over into
the new school. At MSJ | continued on a part time basis,
teaching DT in the basement of the Art Department. My
nal A level project was to guide a pupil through the design
and production of a full-size two-seater boat made from
recyclable cardboard, and yes, that one oated as well!

The school nally let me escape into retirement; and
now | am so busy that | just do not know how | managed to
nd the time to work. My interest and enthusiasm for old
motorcars, aeroplanes and steam railways is unabated; and |
still own far too many motorcars (the oldest is 100 years old
this year). | also edit the magazines of two vintage car clubs,
and | thoroughly enjoy being an amateur ‘wordsmith’. My love
a air with France continues, though my skills in the language
are still sadly lacking; Madame Wadman will despair of me.
Naturally visits to various French pals have been curtailed
during the last twelve months, but | am looking forward to
future trips with my vintage cars. My wife and | continue to
live high on the Malvern Hills, and we both enjoy long walks
on the hills and in the wonderful local countryside.

| look back at my time at St James's & The Abbey and MSJ
with great fondness and very many happy memories; and |
feel privileged to have been involved in some small way.



ST JAMES'’S and St James’s & THE ABBEY

Jo Hilditch

(Green, St J 1976)

Jo is Managing Director

of White Heron Drinks.
Passionate about
championing women in
business, Jo has become

a local success story with
national impact, developing
Britain’s very rst brand of
Cassis. A fourth-generation
blackcurrant farmer, her
family have provided around
350 tonnes of blackcurrants
to Ribena each year for
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Q Vivien Culverwell is with Susan Jane Alexander.
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Q, Search Facebook

The Class of 76 school Reunion on Zoom

(D Comment
OO Tottie Aarvold and 21 others
View previous comments...

Juliet McGill

) Yesit. Was Oz
over 50 years. In 2005, with 17h Like Reply
a 50 tonnes surplus, Jo set Cat Baty
¥ Thank you for doing this. Amazing to think we could chat live

about creating her very own
brand of Cassis. In 2015,

she pitched to the Dragons = :
on BBC'’s Dragon’s Den

and received o ers from

three Dragons which she politely
declined. White Heron Drinks has
gone from strength to strength and

is now stocked nationwide including
retailers Waitrose, Fortnum and
Mason, Harvey Nichols and Whole  :
Foods.The White Heron drinks range :
is available to purchase online Jo :
recently spoke to MSJ Sixth Form
girls at our rst virtual OGA Lecture

in November 2020 and has o ered
to come into School to host a Cassis :
tasting evening. :

Class of 1976
‘Virtual Reunion’g

Vivien Culverwell
(Herbert, St J 1976)

Many from the ‘Class of 1976 held
their own ‘virtual’ school reunion

on Zoom in May 2020, instead of

the planned reunion in London to
celebrate them all turning 60! They
followed up with another Zoom '
meeting at Christmas and a WhatsApp:
group is helping them to keep in :
touch and lift their spirits during the
pandemic. Taking part were:

in at least 5 different countries.
17h Like Reply ©:

@ O

Catherine Baty-KamkegBaty,1976)
Henrietta Norton (Ingledew,1976)
Fenella De Satg€Salt,1976)
Alison Doran(Parr,1976)Susan
Jane Alexander(Atherton, MGC
1978), Anne Mann(Lesley,1976)
Juliet McGill(Freund,1975)Katy
Graham(Lampitt,1978) Helen
Jones(1976) Nicola Pike(Williams,
1976) Fiona Graham(MGC,1978)
Lucinda Trimming (1976) Jane
Marshall (Longbottom,1976) Sophia
Hutchings (1976) Katherine Wykes
(Stephens, 1976Karen Morton
(Silk,1978)Emma Gomme(de
Yong,1978)

Gillian Staehelin
(Mcllwaine, St J&A 1997)

Greetings to you all from Switzerland,
where | have lived since 2002. | have
nally found a (unfortunately just
temporary) job as a translator for

a tourist information o ce. A few
years ago, | was the secretary to the
South Korean Ambassador in Bern,
which was great fun and a challenge.
| am currently doing an online TEFL
course, to be able to teach English.

| also volunteer at the biannual

We have been extremely lucky
with the home-schooling situation in
Switzerland. My 11 year-old son goes
to a special education school and
last year the teachers suggested just
enjoying the ‘special’ time resulting
from Covid restrictions. Walking in
the countryside can also be very
educational, helping in the house,
handicrafts etc. Teachers provided a
personalised workbook to do if he
wanted, but it wasn’'t compulsory. |
also set him some exercises which he
enjoyed doing. The best bit was our
Im project - we made our own ‘Ice
Age’ Im, for which he wrote most
of the script. We have been lucky so
far this year, touch wood, that his
school has remained open. | feel sorry
for the families tackling home o ce
with home schooling, with more
than one child, or single mums. | wish
everybody all the best, health, and
the necessary energy to get through
these tough times.

Angela van der Spek
(Coles, St J&A 1999)

Angela welcomed her second child on
November 12th 2020, Ruben Anton
Grahame. She would like to highlight
the amazing workDr Liz Barneby(St
J&A 1999)s doing on the front line at
Swindon hospital, where Liz is Clinical
Lead for Urgent and Emergency Care.

Jennifer Hencher-Hoogeven
(Hencher, St J's and MSJ 2009)

A wedding
planner in
Holland, Jennifer’s
own recent
wedding to Lasse,
who is Dutch,

was featured in
the Telegraph
article ‘Why the
Micro Wedding

is here to stay’
(March 2021).
She is now called
Jennifer Hencher-
Hoogeven.

y

Karen Hine(Cooper,1976)
Vivien Culverwell (Herbert,1976)

children’s toys and clothes bazaar in
our village.

Mr & Mrs Hencher-Hoqg
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ST JAMES’S and St James’s &

Do you have any information regarding
BERNICE AUSTIN OR
HEDEL HEYMANN?

Frau Hedel Heymann was a School Mistress at

St James’s around 1940-1947. She was married

to Georg, both were Jewish and left Germany
before WW2. Miss Bernice Austin also worked

at St James's, in an unknown capacity. A relative
of Bernice, Chris Austin, is hoping to hear more
information about these two ladies; who wrote
many letters to each other between the 1940s and
1970s. Their correspondence includes interesting
details of the post-war era, including rationing

and the devastation in Germany. Schoolgirls of this
time will now be aged in their late eighties. Chris j
would very much like to hear from anyone who Ty vWHLNg-) |1l CIaa
has any information about these two ladies. -
Please contact us atga@malvernstjames.co.uk
or on 01684 892244.
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healthcare is administrated here, and
the huge swathes of the population
that get left out as a result, was certainly
sobering to a Canadian and a Brit, both
used to national healthcare provision.
Though we all know the downsides
of virtual communication by now, it has
made it very easy to keep in touch with
home. My gaggle of St James’s friends
have been a wonderful lifeline when
things seemed darkest and loneliest,
reminding me again of the strength
of the bonds formed during our time
at school. When | read the piece by
Greer Owen (who will forever be ‘Miss
Owen’to me) in the last OGA magazine,
it brought all sorts of memories
ooding back. We had Miss Owen as a
housemistress in Westie for Fifth Form/
Years 10 and 11, but as a full boarder
since Upper Third/Year 7, Miss Owen
often stepped in at the weekends to
provide fun activities for those of us
left rattling around De Walden House.
The popularity of banana bread during
the lockdown was apt, as Miss Owen
often baked delicious banana bread

Diana Hackett(St J&A 2002)

My husband and | moved to the U.S
at the end of 2019. We had grand
plans to spend our spare time
travelling the country whenever
possible, and had friends and relatives
lined up to come and visit... and then
the pandemic happened.

There have been lots of positive
sides to living here in upstate New York
during this time. There’s a lot of wide-
open spaces here, so although isolated,
we weren't as physically restricted as
back home. Living in a university town
with its own veterinary school also has
its advantages when it comes to testing,
and a general willingness among the
populace to adhere to scienti ¢ advice.
However, the lack of a central health
system here in the U.S has loomed
large in our experience. Seeing the
maddeningly complex way in which
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and honey pop biscuits for Westie tea on
SundaysClare Gibbong(Nash, St J&A
2003)and | are still in rm agreement
that hers set the very high standard that
all others fail to meet! The OGA kindly
put me in touch with Miss Owen and it
has been wonderful to exchange emails.
And so, though I'm several thousand
miles away from home, and haven't seen
friends and family for nigh on 18 months,
the bonds forged many moons ago in
Malvern provide great comfort in such
extraordinary times. The importance

of community, in all its forms, was
something key to my experience at St
James’s, and it has been key to getting
through the pandemic. I've been
volunteering with the American Red
Cross both locally and nationally, a
whole new community that has enabled
me to make new connections and feel
like I'm contributing, despite the physical
isolation we've all endured. Here’s
hoping that the wonderful vaccines and
hard work of all the frontline workers
means that things will become less
virtual in the coming months!

CAL |_| N G Tﬂgt\lﬂl be a special focus on St J's and St J & A within this years’ OGA Summer Reunion, and we
HONORARY MEMBRHG m@Hicularly like former sta to be involved in this celebration. Please contact Sue Heritage

ST J AND Sqoag&dyernstiames.co.uko discuss how you might help make this event extra special.
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ST JAMES’S and St James’s & THE ABBEY

 after class, we would use a

little extra time to chat things

through. | was very impressed
: with the girls’ attitude to online

Penny Smith- St James’s 1980 Leaveir
and former MSJ teacher (2006-2020)

teaching and found that, right
from the start, all students in my
classes engaged with me in our

In July 2020, | taught my last lesson as a studies. The lessons themselves
Maths teacher at Malvern St James, with were recorded so that pupils in

my nal months at school proving to be
a strange experience. The 2020 Covid :
lockdown resulted in me spending '
my last term teaching remotely using
the Microsoft Teams platform; what
a change that was! Going from face-
to-face classroom engagement, to ,
teaching whole classes online required:
some ‘at the coalface’ learning that
this still youthfully enthusiastic, and
‘in-touch with her digital mojo’ teacher :
found... just a bit challenging! :
In Microsoft Teams, each student
has their own space where work can
be uploaded for them to complete
online. | found marking it and giving
them personal feedback into their
own folders helped maintain a form
of direct contact. | was conscious that :
many of my pupils needed one-to-one :
con dence support, so quite often,

di erent time zones could watch
them and complete the work
required when they were able.

Sadly for me, online teaching

became our new normal for all of
my last months at school. | really
missed contact with colleagues,
chatting to girls in the corridors

: and at meals times and being

part of a more typical MSJ
Summer Term circle of life.

Like me, many of the sta who
left last summer were given a good

. sta room send-o online, but | really

missed the lovely Commemoration

- celebrations we usually enjoy. Some
- of my pupils only realised that | was

leaving in the last week of school. One :

group in particular put a lovely video

together thanking me for my time with

© them. I'm not a lady prone to tears, but :

IN MEMORIAM

Jean Lindsay-Rea

(Forbes Grant, St James’s)

Died Jan 2020 aged 95. Born in
Calcutta, Jean grew up in the Raj :
before joining St James'’s as a boarder.
She joined Bletchley Park in 1943 as :
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an operator of one the code-breaking :
devices developed by Alan Turing.
She had two children and emigrated
to Rhodesia, later Zimbabwe, where
she remained for the rest of her life.
An enthusiastic cricket supporter,
she was a keen sportswoman and a
member of Royal Harare Golf Club.

Betty Lampitt

(Housemistress, St James's)

Revd Sue Adenefdack) former ,
member of sta of MGC, Lawnside and
on MSJ Council writes, “Members of St
James's and Lawnside schools will be :
sad to hear of the death of Mrs Betty :
Lampitt who worked in both schools
as a member of the House sta . Betty
was Housemistress at St James’s in the
early ‘70s working under a number of :
headmistresses. At her funeral service:

don’t mind admitting a few were shed
as we closed that last class.

As a former pupil, Head Girl of St
James’s, teacher at MSJ, parent of a 2020
leaver and Vice Chair of the OGA, the
school has been an important part of
my life for, well, quite a while now. It's
a special place. I'll always be grateful to
have become so involved with its life,
and very much hope it continues to
ourish in the future.

which | was privileged to lead, it was
remarked that working with children
was an obvious choice for Betty. Her
leaving book is lled with messages of
love and a ection from the students

in her care; she made them feel safe.
She listened and cuddled and scolded
when she had to, but was always fair
and never judged or patronised. Betty
retired, but soon accepted a job at
Lawnside around 1984 where once
again she was loved and respected
as a caring and compassionate
member of sta. | rst met her then

as Deputy Head and after | left to
have my daughter Charlie Adeney

(St J's & MSJ, 2QBE»Btty became our
much-loved surrogate granny. Her
daughter Katy GrahanfLampitt,

St J's 1978and her niece Rebecca
Parkin(Hook, MGQurvive her.”
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Old Girl NEWS

Elizabeth Horrell(Dickinson, 1945) '

boys’ caps). If you got your ‘colours’

ORA LABORA LUDE (Pray, Work, Play)then you had a red cap.

was the school motto, and that is how:
it was. Chapel every morning except :
Mondays, when we had prayers in the
hall and a ‘pep’ talk from ‘Miss Alice’ :
Lessons after chapel until lunch-time, :
and games every afternoon with :
hockey and lacrosse in the Winter
terms, and tennis and swimming in
the Summer. Friday afternoons were :
devoted to singing and rehearsing -
the hymns and psalms in the chapel
with Sir Ivor Atkins, who came over
from Worcester every week. He was
the organist at the cathedral for 50

years, and a friend of Sir Edward Elgair.

My rst term at The Abbey was
Autumn 1941, and one term later
my younger sister Isobel started in
“J.H’ (Junior House). | had previously:
been at a small boarding school near
the Norfolk coast during the early ~ :
part of the war; but fearing invasion, :
my parents decided to send me to
The Abbey. Our home was twenty
miles north of Lincoln, so made
Malvern seem a long way away.
Petrol was rationed, all signposts
had been removed, and car lights
were partially blacked out, so we
caught the train at our village statlon
to She eld, where we changed
stations for Malvern Wells. Our :
trunks always went PLA (Passenger:
Luggage in Advance), puton the
train the day before we left and
without fail were always awaiting
our arrival. Miss Alice Judson was the
Headmistress, and the fees were £50
a term. Our uniform was purchased :
at Daniel Neal in Cheltenham, grey
pinafore dresses and cream silk '
blouses, grey lisle stockings (no such
thing as tights then) which had to
be mended. For concerts it was grey:

On Sundays, we were not allowed
to write letters until we had recited
the Collect for the day to the prefect
on duty. Knitting for the Forces —
socks, helmets and scarves was the
only knitting allowed on Sundays.

| was in Leamington House,
with Miss Stephen-Jones as the
Housemistress. She was very keen
on the Girl Guide movement and the
school had four Guide companies,
plus a Cadet company, a Ranger
company and a Brownie pack.

The other half of Leamington was
East eld: in the 1940s it was where
some Sixth Formers went to study
domestic subjects. The Hazelnut
(school magazine) of 1941,1944 and
1946 lists those who passed the
National Council of Domestic Studies
Preliminary Housecraft Certi cate.

| remember how cold the
bedrooms were in the Winter. Each
room was divided into cubicles
with curtains, and we all had a
washstand and bowl. Hot water was
delivered early each morning in a
large jug, and we had a bath about
three times a week. It was often so
cold my annel would be frozen in
the morning, and | su ered with
awful chilblains on my ngers. If we
wanted a hot water bottle, we had to
produce a doctor’s certi cate!

Every year, July 12th was a
holiday. It was Founders’ Day, and
weather permitting we all walked
over the hills to Hollybush for a
picnic lunch and tea, provided by
Miss Hughes and her sta from The
Abbey kitchen.

We had some very good concerts
and talks, and names | remember
were visits from Leon Goosens

silk dresses. Week day wear was navy (oboe), Ida Haendal (violin), Arthur

pinafore dresses and white Viyella
blouses, red and white ties, and navy
gaberdine coats. We wore ‘boards’
(boaters) all year round, which had
to be worn parallel with the ground. :
For games we wore havy pleated
shorts, white blouses and navy
jumpers with white caps (just like
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Negus (antiques) and Shulamith
Shar (piano), a former pupil of Mr
George Woodhouse who taught
piano at school. Miss Alice retired in
1942, and was succeeded by Miss
A F Evershed, who came from the
Godolphin School in Salisbury. They
are happy memories for me.

of The Abbe
In the 1950

(Norton-Taylor,1960)

| went to The Abbey in September 1953
(Coronation Year) as an 11-year-old. My
father was in the Army and | had lived
abroad most of my life since the end of
the War, moving from Austria to Trieste
and a little later to Gibraltar where |
attended a small private prep school.

| found it quite hard settling into the
routines of a boarding school and was
very homesick. However, over the years
| became very happy there and made
some good friends, many of whom | am
still in touch with.

Rationing was still in force in 1953 and
| took a ration card to school with me, |
think it was just for sugar at that stage.
| remember the excitement not long
before | left school when a tuck shop
was opened, and we could buy sweets
there. Up till then any sweets brought
back to school had to be handed in to
Matron, and you were allowed to have
one or two to eat during ‘Silent Reading’
after lunch. It was during that time on a
Saturday, as well as reading, that you did
your darning if Matron found holes in your
socks or lisle stockings. The school tried
to be self-su cient and kept pigs, and
there was a vegetable garden tended by
Miss Gwen Evershed, the deaf sister of the
Headmistress. At break every day, we each



THE ABBE

had our little bottle of milk (about a third : speak in front of one’s
of a pint | think) and it was compulsory : peers has stood me in
to drink it unless one had a dispensation. good stead throughout

| was lucky to be in Graham House, : my life. Every term we
where we had proper plumbed in wash : had ‘Good Causes’, when
basins in cubicles. | think almost all © someone was chosen
the other houses still had basins and : from each form to speak
pitchers in the dormitories, and inthe : about a charity of their
Winter, ice sometimes formed onthe : choice. A collection took
top of the basins. We had to sleep with : place and the money
windows open and there was no central: donated to the chosen
heating in the dormitories. Hair washing: charity of the girl who
was | think only once a fortnight, when : had made the most

a team of hairdressers from outside the : convincing appeal. My parents were overseas most of
school came in. My hair was long and : We had lectures and concerts . the time | was at The Abbey and there
took ages to dry; we were not allowed to during the term, usually on a Friday ~ : were one or two Half Term breaks when
bring our own hairdryers. : or Saturday evening. We often had ¢ I had to stay at school. Of course, Half
The Abbey was regarded as an - to dress up in our “blue silks” for - Term only consisted of a long weekend,
academic school when | was there. © these, and afterwards went backto ~ : not the week or even two weeks of
They had recently built new science  : our houses for hot chocolate. My - nowadays. There would only be 2 or 3
laboratories and several girls took - appreciation of music now is due to the: of us left at school and we were usually
Physics, Chemistry and Biology at GCE: concerts and choral singing during my taken on an outing and given a treat
A Level. There were always at least a - time at The Abbey. of a strawberry tea in the Summer. |
couple of girls who came back intothe | We were pretty tough in those days have happy memories of such things as
7th Form to sit the Oxbridge entrance : Long walks down to the sports elds, : making toast in front of a small gas re
exam. We did not sit GCE Ordinary Levél playing Lacrosse and hockey in all : in the German teacher’s at at the end
in the subjects that we were taking at : weathers (frozen ngers!) then the hike: of a term, and lying on the grass in the
Advanced Level, starting instead to - back up again; walks on the hills when: Summer; watching a tennis match and
study the two-year A Level course in the it was too wet for games. At weekends, listening to Wimbledon on a transistor
GCE exam year. There was an exception;during the Summer, we swam in the - radio at the same time.
those of us whose 17th birthday was : extremely cold unheated pool. In the : | owe a lot to The Abbey. My
after 1st May had to stay on another  : Sixth Form, we were allowed to bring : wonderful Housemistress helped me
year in Middle Sixth; this included me. : bikes back to school, and we rode all : to manage my life as | grew up. Having
We took some extra GCEs as well as our the way down to Upton-on-Severn . started as a timid 11-year-old, | was
A Level studies. We also had extra duties,at weekends then back up the hill. - absolutely amazed, and extremely
and | remember ringing the hand bell : Mostly though, we were closeted - honored to be asked by Miss Evershed to
for each lesson, which entailed leaving : behind the school walls so there was : be Head Girl for my last year at school.
one’s lesson early and walking round  : great excitement when boys from In this worrying time we have
the school, inside and outside, so that : Malvern College came over for Scottish  experienced with the COVID pandemic,
everyone could hear the bell. - Dancing in the hall. | remember -l am reminded of the Hong Kong u
We were taught so much more than : members of sta sitting up on the ¢ epidemic which struck most girls in the

just academic subjects. Learningto  : platform, keeping a beady eye on us. : school in 1957/58. Dormitories had to be
¢ turned into sick rooms as the San became
full very quickly. We all survived it, though.
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Jenny Moore(Trow,1970)
“It was in your home that | saw my

rst dishwasher”.......

We are history. Many of our Abbey :
memories are of events that happened
over 50 years ago. The dishwasher
memory was written recently by an
Abbey friend in her kind condolence
letter after the death of my mother.

Re ecting on those schooldays, |
wonder how they trained us for these :
curious times of lockdown. How :
would our teachers, many of whom
had experienced living through the
Second World War during their own
childhoods, have coped? Ace, Greg, :
Hag, Hecko, Lans, Jar and Dix: Mrs -
Boswell, Miss Castledine, Miss Vowles,
Miss Jones, Miss Denning and the
Revd Mr Cox...to mention a few.

Perhaps the petty disciplines;
no talking in the covered walk, hair
washing every other Tuesday, the Tick
Book in the prep school, all helped
form our future characters? ;

During lockdown, four of us, friends :
who all joined The Abbey in the ;
Prep School, ‘meet’ once a week on

Jill Crowson(Carding,1971)

Lockdown has really taken its toll on
everyone, but we're trying to keep

sane and hope that it will all be over
soon. The highlights of my 2020 were :
WhatsApp video calls with my family

WhatsApp. Miss Gri n was in charge
at that time, with Miss Iddon, Mrs

Things we learned: acceptance, to
have fun, traditional table manners, the
Moore, Mrs Hopkin Morgan and Mrs art of making conversation, to live with
Graham being a few of the sta. Miss : greasy hair, independence, and gratitude.
Evershed who was Headmistress at the  We made lasting friends, many of us are
main school used to come to lunch : godparents to children of Abbey friends.
once a week. Shamefully | remember a: As we live through these times perhaps
competition, when we icked a fountain : we should be grateful for our Abbey
pen to see if we could getink on Mrs  :  training. Not to topple the memories
Moore's dress as she swept by our desks. to the ground, but just graciously to
There was a German Fraulein, who  : remember Ace, Greg, Hag, etc with
had to endure one of us accidentally thankful hearts. Even though the school
treading on her foot when going no longer exists, our friends remain.

forward to ask her a question. There
were new girl ‘squashings’; we were
horrid to each other. With the bene t
of hindsight, the prep school lacked
the discipline we may have needed.
Encouragement was not fashionable,
and many talents may still be hidden.
Positive memories include learning
to handstand to ‘Rain, Sun, Mist and
Thunder’, laughing as we jumped
around on a pogo stick and enjoying
walks along Muddy Lane. One
rebellious time, whilst in quarantine for
chickenpox and listening to the noise
coming from the Three Counties Show
just a few elds away, we chanted
‘we want to go to the Three Counties
Show’ at the top of our voices.

. and friends, and a 5-day holiday in  :
- France with my son Jamie, his wife Jule unexpected visitor arrived - Little
- and my little granddaughter Emily.

Christmas approached, and on
realising that neither of my sons and

- their families would be able to visit

(Jamie lives in Germany and Charlie
¢ lives in Thailand), | felt really down.
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The Abbey Windows

The Abbey Windows remain in safe

storage at MSJ, and options
regarding their re-siting are
still being explored. They
are too large, and too
heavy to be sited within

the current chapel area,
however we continue to
consider all options for
these beautiful windows.
We will share any
updates with you as
soon as we are able.

However, just before Christmas an

Snowman! My Granddaughter, Emily,
thought that as they couldn't visit
they would send her Little Snowman
for Christmas in the UK to keep us
company!
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He arrived from Germany, rst class
of course for the extra leg room, with a
little suitcase containing his passport,
a towel, his teddy bear and a couple
of chocolates.

Tired after his journey, he went
straight to bed with a cold water bottle
- to make sure he didn’'t melt! During
his visit we took him tobogganing,
built a snowman, and introduced him
to the local reindeer. He also enjoyed
ying around the garden - which totally
confused the squirrels and birds!

Christmas was so much more fun
with our unexpected visitor!

We also spent some time doing
jigsaws, but unfortunately one day
he found the malt whisky and got a
bit tipsy so wasn't much help nding
the pieces; and was fully reprimanded
for setting a bad example to Emily!
After Christmas he travelled to stay
with Emily’s Great Auntie and Uncle in
Chippenham, where he joined them on
long walks and cuddled up with their
dog, Sali when they got home!

Little Snowman is now in Thailand
visiting his Uncle Charlie and Auntie
Rina! He arrived in time to help them
celebrate their birthdays and is
thoroughly enjoying the Thai food -
he even has his own chopsticks!

He is also immersing himself in the
culture and even trying to learn Thai!

Ever mindful of his needs, Rina
puts him to bed in the fridge every
night so that he can take a break from
the Thai heat!

It was fun trying to think of things to
do with Little Snowman whilst he was
here in Wolverhampton, but it has also
been fun following his adventures on
his travels. Even friends now ask after
him, wanting to know where he is and
what he’s up to! His next stop is Holland
and friends there are already trying to
source clogs in his size! After that maybe
Denmark and New York, although he’s
promised to be back with Emily in
Germany, in time for Easter!

| was at the Abbey in the 1960s and
we didn't have laptops, mobile phones
or the internet so we had to rely on our
imagination to keep us amused. Well it
served us well, my imagination’s been
in overdrive together with the use of
modern technology of course! | hope
this article will make you smile as you
read it. Keep safe everyone!

IN MEMORIAM

Elizabeth Mary Nixon
(Burlingham,1939)

June 10th 1921 — December 3rd
2020. Elizabeth attended The _
Abbey from 1929-1939, thoroughly
enjoying playing in the 1st teams
for hockey, lacrosse and tennis. She
trained as a PE teacher, working in :
Northampton, then worked for over :
10 years at Cadburys, where she
met her husband, John. They had
two children, David and Rosemary. :
Elizabeth had a strong sense of
service to the community: she was :
a school governor, magistrate, and :

initiator and organiser of local events
around Feckenham, Worcestershire.
Her Christian faith and involvement
in the church community were also
very important to her. Elizabeth had
a huge thirst for life and boundless
energy. She was indomitable,
determined, always positive, and
great fun.

Elizabeth was a devoted old girl
of The Abbey School, attended
many Old Girls’ events, and is
remembered by many for her
amazing character, full of brio and
‘joie de vivre.
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OGA SUMMER

REUNION
ONLINE

Sat 12th June 2021, From 12 no¢

PLUS

CELEBRATION OF THE
125TH ANNIVERSARY

oF ST JAMES'S anD
ST JAMES'S & THE ABBEY

ALL Y E/xiRS—

TO BOOK YOUR PLACE PLEASE REGISTER HERE
https:/malvernstiames.wufoo.com/forms/zhsvy9b0m2fys2/

contact Sue Heritage | oga@malvernstjames.co.uk | (1684 892288
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FROM

Miss Duseline Ste

FORMER HEADMISTRESS
1971-1990

Dear Lawnsidians, Duseline Stewart

What a strange year this has been! While :
| have missed contact with friends, | :
am slightly ashamed to say that | have
quite enjoyed lockdown until just

before Christmas when | had to have

my beloved cat Orlando put to sleep;

and su ered a few domestic disasters.

An afternoon’s pruning session on the
roses, however, has had a cheering

e ect. | have wonderful neighbours who
shop for me, a dog to take for walks in

the countryside; and a large garden to
keep me busy. And then there is music
and books, though my resolution to re-
read all of Dickens is still unful lled.

This makes me feel acutely for those
who live in more con ned circumstances,
especially where there are children to be
home-schooled. As a teacher | know the
importance of school in the lives of young :
people, and regret the loss of the last year, :
and the anxiety of examination candidates.:
| hope that you and you families are ~ :
safe and well, and that someday in the
not too far future, life will get back to
normal again.

Yours a ectionately,
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Helen Braggington

“I'm not quite sure what to say about

2020. School ticks on albeit with an
overwhelming smell of Dettol! Life

goes on despite lockdown, and we all

seem able to get on with it together
here. I'm convinced boarding school

training is an asset during lockdown!
Girls all well despite not being able to :

spread their wings and travel.”

Mary Forester(1973)
Sent a photo of a Lawnside reunion

group. This group of classmates from

the early 70s usually get together a
couple of times a year (pre-COVID!)

IN MEMORIAM

Betty Lampitt

Mrs Betty Lampitt was Housemistress

The greatest tribute to her is that
she ran a happy house. Her girls will

at the Gables, the GCSE house. It wasga remember her with a ection.

situation that called for empathy and
approachability and Betty had both
qualities as well as a quiet authority
which her charges appreciated. She
assuaged the inevitable nerves and
tears with understanding and tact.
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Pamela Tromans :
Pam was Head of English at Lawnside:
for over ten years. Duseline Stewart
recalls, “When she came for interview, :
| was impressed by her love of her
subject, and her thoughtfulness
towards her pupils. For some years
she corrected A level papers and

this gave her an insight as to what

was required by way of expression
and organization. Outside of school
her interests were varied, she loved
animals, especially dogs and horses
and brought her West Highland
Terrier to school. In her retirement,
she adopted several rescue dogs, and
even when con ned to a wheelchair
drove them to a park where they
could safely exercise themselves.
Another interest was archaeology, and
she took part in local digs. | shall miss
her witty letters at Christmas”.
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the Gold
standard award

Mrs Olivera Raraty, Headmistress,
Miss Keri Haw, Mental Health and

Wellbeing Lead and Mrs Zinnia
Wilkinson, Director of Pastoral Care
receive the Gold standard award from
the Carniegie Centre of Excellence for
Mental Health in Schools recognising
MSJ’s achievement in providing
outstanding pastoral provision.

Mrs Patricia Wood

FOLLOWING FIVE YEARS AS PRINCIPAL OF SURVAL MONTREUX GIRLS’
SCHOOL IN SWITZERLAND, MRS WOODHOUSE RETIRES THIS SUMMER.

Jennifer Johnstone (Bailey, St J&A
1994), former Head of Admissions
at MSJ, and now External Relations
Consultant to Surval, sends

news about ‘Woody; as Jennifer

a ectionately calls her:

Surval is set high above the popular

French speaking lakeside Swiss town§
of Montreux. It is home to ‘Woody’in :
her quintessential on-campus chalet; :
along with moggies Chippie and
Cazzie! It enjoys a grand, prominent :
position, and spectacular views across$
Lac Leman stretching to Mont Blanc.

During her time at Surval, Woody
has made a major dierencetoso
many. Just as at MSJ, her approach :
is visionary and transformational. :
She cares deeply about her work;
promoting maximising potential,
expanding personal horizons, and
supporting social enterprise and
charitable work.

Throwing herself into speaking :
French and embracing the year-round :
outdoor activities of her prime Swiss :
location (as only she could), Woody has
been mountain-biking, hiking and lake :
swimming. Most recently she learnt
to snowshoe, ski and Nordic ski (not
bad for a woman in her 60s!). Woody :
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still looks fantastic,
both t and chic; the
Swiss French culture
certainly suits her
style. With abundant
enthusiasm she jumps
at opportunities to
promote and involve
the school community,
making inroads

with organisations
including the Geneva
Schools of Business
and Diplomacy,
International Red
Cross, UN, and
UNESCO; and
attending the World
Economic Forum in
Davos, there is never
a dull moment for

the students of Surval! Travel whilst  :
representing the school has taken her : My family and | feel blessed to have
to Mexico, Peru, Guatemala, Panama, : been part of her story and journey;
China, Japan, Taiwan, Russia, and . we are delighted she has enjoyed
Ukraine. Woody delights at every i such happiness and ful Iment in
invitation, relishing the cultural . her nal headship. As the Surval
friendships she’s strengthened along : chapter of her life draws to a close,
the way. Having spent over 40 years in : we know it won't be long before the
education, Woody remains a passionate next awesome, inspiring adventure
and professional advocate and . unravels, and we wish her ‘bon
ambassador for girls. ¢ voyage’ for all that lies ahead.

She is a loyal, loving, lifelong friend.
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HEAD G
ONE YEAR

Wow, what a year to be asked to
look back on! There is no way that
| would have been able to predict
my rst year at university. | started
o with low expectations and
some trepidation; partly due to my
indecisiveness about my course,
and partly due to a ‘world halting’
global pandemic! However, | can
safely say that | have loved my time
at Exeter so far.

| was unusually lucky that during my

rst term | received all my seminars
in person, so | was able to go into
campus and meet new people. This
experience helped to make me feel
like | was at university. However,
everything is now online; | haven't
been able to go back to Exeter and
am taking my classes from home.
Whilst it's strange, and quite hard to

meet people over Zoom or Microsoft

Teams, this unique situation can
still bond us. Frozen in virtuality,
we are perhaps more disinhibited,
and eager to chat and get to know

each other. My online seminars have :

been surprisingly engaging and
fully interactive, which provided
quite a surprise for my Mum when
| ran into the kitchen and grabbed
the ketchup bottle shouting that |
needed something beginning with
the letter ‘k’! It has certainly been

interesting to study a practical drama

module entirely online; my personal
performance peak has involved
singing ‘Mamma Mia’ as a platypus,

over wavering wi . Online learning

with pre-recorded lectures means my :

timetable is now more exible; this
has allowed me to develop my own

interests in the subjects | am studyingé

| have both enjoyed, and been

surprised by, the connection between

history and drama; the balance of
study, and action proving to me that
my di cult deliberations resulted in
the best subject choices.

The social aspect of university has

been the hardest hit. At rst quite
‘normal’ events happened, such as
groups of people meeting around

campus, or going to watch the sunset :

on the beach together. However,
it very quickly moved online; and
despite being part of drama and

football societies, | haven't been able
to join in either as | would have liked.
We did have one football training
session before the second lockdown,
but no one has yet suggested a
Zoom-based match! | think this
change in social dynamic has had a
modifying e ect on the friends | have
made; without the wider integration
with people on my course and in
societies, | have become really close
to my atmates and people in my
accommodation block. I'm hoping
that getting to know each other
before emerging on campus might
result in an advantage, we have a
kind of uni ed con dence that might
actually enhance our time together as
things open up - a time | can’t wait for!

OGA NEWS| SPRING 2021 49



malvern ST JAMES

MSJ won the ISA STEAM Competition

in the Key Stage 3 category. Faith
and Imogen from Year 8 created the

Environmental Sustainability Club as part
of their winning project. The competition
encourages students to investigate and

solve problems from today’s world.

Bristol U
Chem La
winners

Tina and Yue,
both A Level
scientists, won

the prestigious
Bristol
ChemLabS

Open
Laboratories
competition.
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School news

o9 o
A LEVEL "'

RESULTS

There were excellent
A Level results for our
Class of 2020.
Students achieved:

31% 67%

GRADES AT A* : GRADES AT A*-A

87 %

GRADES AT A*-B - GRADES AT A*-C

Our girls who held Oxbridge
o ers all gained places, studying
English, Engineering and
Veterinary Medicine.
As ever, there was a diverse
range of interests, with UCL,
Bristol, Exeter and Durham
being notably popular. At UCL,
girls studied Psychology and
Language Sciences, Maths,
Statistics, Economics and
Archaeology and Anthropology.
At Bristol, Film and Television,
Classics, Computer Science and
Law. At Exeter, Law, History and
Drama and Philosophy and
Politics. At Durham, Anthropology
and Computer Science. Other
courses and destinations
included: Industrial Design and
Technology at Loughborough,
Economics at Bath, Costume for
Theatre and Screen at University
of the Arts London, Foundation
at Central St Martins, Marketing
at Southampton, Physiotherapy
at Keele, Classical Civilisation
at Warwick and Nutrition at
Oxford Brookes. One girl went to
Portsmouth to study Psychology
with a naval scholarship.

GCSE
RESULTS

It was also another hugely
successful set of results for our

GCSE students:

57% 77%

OF ENTRIES OF ENTRIES
SCORED A 9-8 SCORED 9-7 OR

OR A* GRADES A*-A GRADES

0/~ OF ENTRIES

9 9 . 5 A) SCORED 9-4

OR A*-C

OF GIRLS GAINED
A CLEAN SWEEP IN
GRADES 9-7 OR A*-A

In Mathematics, 30% of girls
achieved 9s with 62% receiving
9-7. InEnglish Language70%
of entries received a grade 9-7,
and inEnglish Literature, 92%

received 9-7. Strong results
were achieved across a number

of subjects. The following
percentage of girls received 9-7

in the following subjects:

100%

100% 92%

D&T Product Further Art

Design Mathematics

91% 89% 86%

Business French

Geography

86% 83%
RS Biology

75%
78% 78% in Spanish,
Chemistry Physics History and

Lafin

These results enabled the girls to
embark on their Sixth Form course

with con dence, building on a
strong foundation of academic
achievement and personal succes
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Alumnae

Mentoring
Support for
Jobs Initiativé

This initiative, which will o er
coaching and advice on job
applications for 16-year olds
within the Malvern area, is
now being planned for the
academic year 2021-22. Some
Old Girls have already signed
up to volunteer and be part

of this, and there is still time

to o er your support. Please
contact Fiona Meredith
meredf@malvernstjames.co.uk
for more information.

Caitlin Hughes(MGC, 1998) - Felicity Houlbrooke

Caitlin was Guest Speaker at our rst (St James’s 2005)

ever online Commemoration and - Year 7 pupils Charlotte and Eleanor
Prizegiving ceremony. The eventwas :  were able to interview professional
enjoyed by girls, parents, sta and ¢ actor and Old Girl, Felicity Houlbrooke.
Governors, who sent in pictures of . The interview provided a valuable
themselves attending ‘virtually’ It . experience and helped to increase
was an emotional day of celebration : the skills, interview techniques, and

as well as farewells to our Year 13. ¢ con dence of both girls.

Congratulations to all the prize winners.

100 AWARD

The great strength of our alumnae was:
attested through MSJ’s joint win at the :
Independent School Of The Year Awards,
for our ‘Malvern Alumnae 100’ initiative. :
We would like to again thank all the
incredible women who were a part of, :
and the inspiration for, this initiative.

Susannah Bayley{MGC 1986)

gave an online career talk to Year

12 girls, who will be applying to
university and for apprenticeships
from the Autumn Term. She shared
with the girls her career journey since
leaving MGC.
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MSJ OLD GIRLS NEWS

Sarah Hardy(Holdsworth, 2010)

My husband Sam and | are excited to :
announce the birth of our son, James §

Robyn Ann Maxtone(2010)
Recalls being part of the last year

group who were in Benhams, before

Gerald William Hardy, born on November moving up to Mount. “Mrs Pallett was :

18th 2020. We have been enjoying

guality family time and getting to know :
our new bundle of joy. | am currently on:
maternity leave but for the last 4 years
have been a primary school teacher in :

Cambridge and Huntingdon. | hope

the best housemistress and | still see :

and speak to her. She was a dear and;

most caring housemistress, as was
Mrs Prophet.

After leaving | moved to South
Africa and now live in Scotland.

everything is going well at MSJ; | was sadDespite losing contact with a lot of

our 10 year reunion was cancelled, but :
hope to come back soon and show my

husband and son around.

the girls, | managed to catch up at theg
school reunion June 2017 and | see a:
lot of updates on Facebook. I'm still in:

regular contact withAlice Kerrigan
(2011).

Catherine HargreaveqOkey, 2012)

| am currently working as a doctor in

Sussex. During the rst lockdown, | was:

redeployed from paediatrics to acute

medicine and worked on both COVID

and non-COVID wards for 4 months.
I've also recently got married! Our
original wedding date in August 2020
was postponed due to the pandemic.
Josh and | planned a tiny intimate
celebration instead of our original

plans in just 4 weeks, marrying on
October 23rd 2020. We had a beaultiful
day, spent with our closest family, and
feel incredibly lucky to have been able to
become husband and wife in amongst
all of the ups and downs of 2020!

Sophy Coombes-Robert$2012)
Responding to our Instagram post
asking for details of reunions, Sophy
told us about a virtual quiz. Participants
were from the class of 2012, the quiz
was great fun, and continued until late

Photo taken outside Benhams in 2008. L-R (Z@dikiRDayariifaxtone, Sophy Coom(23iRphensa Jackon?)Yessica W(Rbit2)Naomi Hoggett
(2012Miranda M#96d.2)Amy Bakz01]1Katie St(R012Rosie B4dre12FEIla H{2K12) ottie Carf2012)
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Sophy Coombes Roberts

into the night. Rounds with a Malvern :
theme included: Malvern general
knowledge, Malvern hymns, famous
Malvern moments, and identifying
Malvern through pictures.

Attending from the class of 2012
were:Jess Wright(from Denmark)Jess
Crisp, Rosie Bakei(from Jerseyfophy
Coombes-RobertsCookie Abdulsamad :
Rabiu (from Nigeria)Naomi Hoggett,
Honey Hollingsworth, Brahm Jagpal
Helen BuchananMiranda Mayer, Toria
Jackson andKatie Stow(from Australia).

Katherine Barneg2015)

| am an MSc physiotherapy student. At:
the beginning of 2020, my energy was :
wholeheartedly dedicated to mastering:
the art of assessing and rehabilitating
patients, managing the caseload of busy
wards, and re ecting on my progress
to continue my development. Then
coronavirus arrived, an unexpected
global pandemic, impacting all
countries, causing a sudden halt to
normality within the community,
and a drive of change in the medical
profession. My rst insight into the
deadly virus was in March, when a
young girl arrived on my ward su ering :
from the e ects of the illness. There was
a level of anxiety in the air, and fear of :
the unknown and what it might mean :
for sta or other patients. :
Despite initial feelings, being part of :
the work force was a once in a lifetime :
opportunity; which would transform the :
education experience and enable me

to contribute towards the profession |
have worked so hard to join.
Since June, | have had various

placements within di erent specialties,

including oncology and elderly care. |
was rst assigned to a mental health

hospital, where patient numbers were

extremely high. The mental illness of
many patients was exacerbated by

malvern ST JAMI

lockdown, causing a rise in re-admission
of patients; and many new cases of
severe anxiety, OCD, and schizophrenia
to name just a few. E ects the outbreak
were not limited directly to the disease,
but also deterioration of pre-existing
medical conditions and reduction of
early diagnosis, and many patients
arrived onto the wards only after they
had become extremely unwell. Within
all settings there have also been COVID
positive patients. Previous experience
taught me management for acute
respiratory failure, most commonly
exacerbation of chronic iliness or
community-acquired pneumonia;
COVID, however, is very di erent where
patients become very severely unwell,
and quickly.

Students have been essential
during the pandemic for the continual
functioning of hospitals, where
requirements for critical care beds
remain at an all-time high, sta ng
numbers are uctuating, and members
of the team are continuously redeployed
between specialities. Despite
circumstances, there was an inspiring
level of teamwork which has resonated
amongst sta . A normal sense of
hierarchy was somewhat eliminated, as
everyone got stuck in where needed; we
utilised everyone’s strengths and learnt
new skills that we had never envisaged
in these unprecedented times.

As | re ect upon my experiences, |
feel incredibly grateful for the support
| have had from inspiring clinicians,
increasing my con dence in treating
acutely unwell patients, and learning
outside of my comfort zone. | am
looking forward to my next placement
in critical care, where my acquired skills
will prove to be invaluable.

| started on my fth out of six
placements in March 2021; | am the rst
physiotherapy student to have been
given a placement on COVID critical
care on Europe’s largest Intensive Care
Unit. It has been an interesting few
weeks, and | feel privileged to have
been given this opportunity. | have also
become a quali ed vaccinator and will
begin to help with the mass vaccination
programme soon.
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Lucy Nelson(2019)

Is currently studying biomedical
science at Newcastle University, and
has recently taken on the challenge of
running the virtual London marathon
for a small charity called Tiny Tickers.
Tiny Tickers supports babies born
with congenital heart conditions, and
their families. The charity also actively

Jenni Chuck

MSJ 2006-2014 and St James’s
1991-1995 & 2002-2006. Recently
exchanged messages witAahidah
Zulkiy (2013) who is now in Malaysia.

Rachel Huntley

Rachel, former Head of History of
Politics at MSJ 2005-2018, has been
in contact with quite a few Old Girls
over the last 18 months before COVID;
including Morinsola Reis(2013)

Angela Liu(2017) andHenrietta
Hunter-Hamilton (2016)

Sue Cole

Sue retired as Head of Outdoor
Pursuits at MSJ in 2019. She recently
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teaches medical professionals about
early detection of congenital heart
conditions, to improve the child’s
chance of survival and treatment

on birth.

Lucy is aiming to raise £1000 for
the charity, which is close the hearts
of her own family, and would be
extremely grateful for
any donations. To donate
through her JustGiving
page, please click here
Lucy Nelson Tiny Tickers

Lara Maylor-Wrout
(2019)

Is in her 2nd Year at
Cardi Uni studying
Medicine. Lara is
administering the
vaccine to patients in
Cardi, in the push to
ght COVID-19 whilst
studying for her degree.
She received training
in early March and
administered to 30
people on the rst day!

received an email fronHilda Lee
(MGC, 2006)and was delighted
to hear that she had kept up her
involvement in outdoor pursuits.
Hilda was previously a member of
the rowing club operating out of the
Worcester Rowing Club on the River
Severn; and achieved Silver in the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards. Hilda has
re-joined some rowing training and
practices, and is a member of a quad
sculls team in Hong Kong, where she
now lives. She has competed in river
races and reached the nal of the
coastal rowing championship held in
Hong Kong in November 2019. Hilda
was stroke for the team, and a video
about the competition can be viewed

Alice Delhanty (2020)

Congratulations to Alice on being
shortlisted from almost 1,200 entries

in the Ashmolean Museum Artists in
Residence competition. Winners, runners
up and shortlist in each category can be
viewed herehttps://www.ashmolean.
org/art-competition#tab-2366681

here https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TkwkgiX2xJE

Crediting Sue Cole as her
inspiration to start rowing, Hilda looks
forward to rowing on the River Severn
again someday.

Now working as a civil engineer in
Hong Kong, Hilda works mainly on rail
projects, and could possibly return
to the UK in 2024 to work on UK rail
infrastructure.
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P|ease Send us your ne\NSYou can update, or con rm your

throughout the year

We hope you are enjoying reading
the updates about fellow Old Girls
and Honorary Members in this
year's OGA News magazine; we love
hearing about your activities and
achievements. For many of us it has
been a challenging and testing time,
but we know there have been plenty
of joyous moments!

We enjoy sharing your career
news, engagements, births, weddings;
and other life updates including
reunions and personal achievements;
and always we look forward to
receiving your news for inclusion
within future magazines.

Please send news, and include
pictures wherever possible, to Sue
Heritage atoga@malvernstjames.co.uk

Do we have your correc
contact details?

Many of our communications are now
sent via email in the form of regular
digital newsletters, so please take a
moment to let us know if your details
have changed and to ensure we have
the most recent email address for you.

current details, or sign up with
your email address heréattps://
malvernstjames.wufoo.com/forms/
zkxzwrnOehp8p4/ or send an email to
oga@malvernstjames.co.ulor call us
on 01684 892288.

We have lots of interesting updates
and activities planned, and we don't
want anyone to miss out!

Old Girl Guest speaker
at Prizegiving and
Commemoration
We are honoured to hav&ophie
Grant(Mills, MGC 1998)s our Guest
Speaker at this year’s Prizegiving and
Commemoration.

Sophie is an eco-tourism
businesswoman in Kenya, and one of
our Old Girls featured in our award-

C()uld yOU help W|th our winning Malvern Alumnae 100 initiative.

Careers Lectures,

We look forward to hearing how she
started her career in Law, and then went

WOFkShOpS and Advice?rom a fundraising role in Westminster,

We celebrate all the social, economic,
cultural and political achievements

of women, and OId Girls in particular.
We welcome and value the support
that Old Girls provide to current

girls, who bene t greatly from these
opportunities. We have been lucky

tenough to deliver some extremely
successful online lectures, workshops

and events during the last year and
we would like to host more. Some of
our Old Girls have already kindly

o ered their help, if you, or someone
you know would like to be involved,
please contact us at
oga@malvernstjames.co.uk

Stay up to date with OGA and MSJ news

The OGA and the school have a strong presence across all social media channels, which are an excellent way to both stay
up to date with the latest news from the school, and engage with fellow Old Girls and Honorary Members. Below are links

to our social media feeds$-ollow us on:

Malvern St James Girls' OGA Malvern St James Girls’ OGA
https://www.malvernstjames.co.uk/

Malvern St James Girls' School MS}-community/oga
@msj_oga

@MSJ_OGA

@MalvernStJames

Malvern St James Girls’ School Malvern St James Girls’ School

https://www.instagram.com/

to owning her own safari and tour-guide
business in one of Kenya’s most stunning
wildlife regions. Sophie is at the forefront
of seeing the human impact on nature,
something which will be of keen interest
to our pupils, along with

hearing how she has

experienced the

pandemic in a

di erent part of

the globe.

Malvern St James Girls’ OGA
https://facebook.com/msjoga

Malvern St James Girls’ School
https://www.facebook.com/MalvernStJames

careers I i m
i malvernstjames
msj_careers
CI\?SJ JS_port @malvernstjames MSJ OGA
: https://www.linkedin.com/in/msj-oga-
@SportMSJ MSJ Music Department a5b4b0133/

https://www.instagram.com/msj_music

Our website ishttp://www.malvernstjames.co.uk

Malvern St James Girls’ School

Malvern St James School LinkedIn
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As the ongoing COVID situation develops our programme of

events will constantly evolve. Please keep an eye on our website
http://mww.malvernstjames.co.uk for future events; it is the best place
to check the latest updates on activities and plans for the coming year.

OGA SUMMER

REUNION

We would love to see as many of
you join us as possible. Click here
to book your free place by Tuesday
June 1st
https://malvernstjames.wufoo.com/
forms/zhsvy9b0m2fys2/

We are excited to invite all Old Girls
and Honorary Members to our OGA
Summer Reunion, which will be held
online. The event will incorporate
the OGA AGM , and take place on

Saturday 12th June from 12 noon.
We look forward to being joined by
members from all schools, and all
years. In particular decade and half-
decade reunions for Leavers from

years ending in 6 and 1, for example
2016,2011,2006,2001 etc going back :

through the decades.

This year we will also have
a special focus on the 125th
anniversary of St James’s and St
James’s & The Abbey for all Leaver

MALVERN ST JAMES

Old Girls’ Association
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years, and we would particularly like
Honorary Members to be involved in
this celebration. Please contact Sue
Heritage on oga@malvernstjames.
co.uk to discuss how you might help
make this event extra special.

We are hoping to have an
additional in-person celebration to
mark this anniversary later in 2021
if possible.

More details about this
celebration event to follow.



Christmas at MSJ

In the lead up to Christmas, a number
of events will be taking place for
members of our MSJ Community. :
If you would like any further information:
please contact Sue Heritage at :
oga@malvernstjames.co.uk

Christmas Carol Servrce
Morning of Friday December :
10th 2021

At Malvern Priory/Online. More
information to follow.

Honorary Members’

Coffee Morning —
Friday December 3rd 2021

We invite all our Honorary Members

to a festive co ee morning at MSJ
between 9.30am-11.00amon Fri 3
December. Join us for co ee and carols
from the MSJ Prep Choir hosted by
Headmistress Olivera Raraty.

Please click here to let us know
you will be attending by Friday 26
Novemberhttps://malvernstjames.
wufoo.com/forms/zb23sxk1rxpj4n/

We look forward to meeting our
Honorary Members at this annual
festive catch up.

Christmas wreath
making at MSJ — |
Wednesday December 8th 2021 :

Join us for a festive fun- lled event ,
including refreshments, mince pies and:
the opportunity to design and make

your own personalised Christmas Wreaﬁh

for your front door. Why purchase _
from a shop when you can make your :
own bespoke version and have fun
at the same time? On Wednesday 8th :

December, we will be hosting two events

by local orist Jane Edmonds that will be
sure to get you in the festive spirit. Two
sessions are available to choose from,
the morning event is 10am-12pm, and
the evening event 7-9pm. Tickets cost
£35 per person.

Please use this link to register your
interest in attending by Monday 22
November and indicate which is your
preferred time https://malvernstjames.
wufoo.com/forms/z1jln1s610ecvsz/

We will contact you to nalise
payment and provide further details
about the day. Our last Christmas wreath
making event was a sell-out, please
register early to avoid disappointment.

The latest information about OGA
events can be found on our website.
For any individual queries please emalil
oga@malvernstjames.co.uk

OGA COI\/IMITTEEAND TRUSTEES’ FINANCE REPORT

The following reports were
presented at the committee
meeting held on Saturday
February 13th 2021.

MSJ OGA Investments§

* On February 1st 2020 the valuation
of our portfolio was £359,640. It ,
is now £367,000, a rise of 2% over
the year despite the volatility
during the intervening period. Our
stockbrokers, who have discretion
on trading, advised that we should :
take a long view and only made two
trades during the year.

» Over the year, the portfolio dellvered
an income of over £10,000, and :
investment costs were £4568.09.

» The portfolio has 32 holdings, of
which 20 are worth more than their :
purchase price. :

» The whole portfolio is worth 22%
more than its purchase cost.

MSJ OGA Income and§
Expenditure :

» Both income (subscriptions) and :
expenditure are lower than last year. -

» The only expenditure has been
for MailChimp services and
photocopying. Expenditure for the
nancial year to date is £222.95.

» The Barclays accounts have :
approximately £5,000 in the current :
account and £58,000 in the deposit :
account. :

Could you be our Treasu

We are still seeking to Il the vacant
Treasurer position within the OGA
Committee. This is a role largely of
oversight, as the school Finance Team
does all of the day-to-day accounting
and preparation of annual accounts,
and the OGA'’s investments are handled
by the Trustees. You would not need to
be a nance professional to be able to
competently handle this role.

If you are interested please do
get in contact with Sue Heritage at
oga@malvernstjames.co.ukA job
speci cation is available, and we can
arrange for a chat with one of the Trustee
who is currently ful lling the role if you
would like more information.
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Malvern Hills District Council held
their rst-ever poetry competition,
with the theme ‘The Year 2020;
Judges included ClIr Sarah Rouse,
Leader of the Council, Ellie Dart,
Worcestershire’s Young Poet

Laureate, and Tracy Kelly-Freer, from
Malvern Book Co-Operative.

Nearly 70 people aged between ve and
88-years-old entered the competition,
MSJ entries achieved two category wing
and one runner-up placement.

Eleanor, Year 7, was the winner
in the Under 11s category,

THE REAL
RAINBOW

by Eleanor

I'm sad to say,

The real rainbow is grey.
Nobody has a clue

What to do.

In a tough time like this,

To make you feel bliss,

Create your own rainbow.

Be your own star,

we are all beautiful pieces of art.
Stay at home, be your own party,
Because 2020 can be fun,

And NEVER let anyone tell you otherwise...é
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April-Louise, Year 8, was the winner
in the Age 12 to 18 category

THE CALENDAR OF CHAOS

by April-Louise

January:

It's 2020! The year of new
beginnings, new resolutions, time
for a change! The new school term
starts after a long Christmas holiday,
but are you aware of the cries heard
beyond the UK? You haven't heard?
Australia’s ablaze, people are losing
their homes, as we speak.

What a ‘great’ way to start the year.

February:

Uh-oh. What'’s this? Panic has begun
to up rise; the coughs and sni es

are spreading like butter on a knife.
Should | be worried too? Words
echo around, but one grabs my
attention:

Virus.

March:

It's getting worse. The year | was
most looking forward to, | now
despise,

We're locked inside the houses we
once lover, and we're running low
on supplies.

Why is toilet paper now a luxury?
This year is full of jokes,

But should | be concerned?
Rumours say it's all a hoax...

I'm like a container of pills, I've been
prescribed all this information, but
what dosage do | take?

April, May, June & July

all made the same mistake:

Stuck seeing the same faces every
day, as the months are going by
faster and faster,

What was once a small virus has
become a world-wide disaster,
Working on my assignments, they're
due in tomorrow!

When will it end? There’s a pain in
my voice; I'm struck by the sorrow.
Black Lives Matter, they have from
the very start.

But it’s racism and hatred that's
tearing the world apart.

Protest after protest, but still no
peace,

And when there’s no justice, the
violence will increase.

August, September, October:

The days are passing by as the
country slowly unlocks,

But please still wear a mask so your
sicknesses don't interlock.

It's getting warmer but doesn't feel
like summer

It's no big deal, just a bit of a
bummer.

Everyone’s back at school while
staying in their bubbles,

This is 2020: a year full of troubles.



Alex, Year 8, runner up
in this category.

UNTITLED

by Alex

Throughout villages and towns,
There was no drought.

Rivers burst and water ows,
Washing signs and cars about.

Far away, as warm as the sun,
Crying re as they shout,

Big open res,

Burning down a large house.

Trees were burnt to ashes,

And rivers turned to drought,
Kangaroos, koalas, mice and birds,
All dying- put the re out.

As warm as a bath,

And as quiet as a mouse,

No one was here,

They stayed in without a doubt.

Keep your 3ply masks on,

And stay safe in the house,

It would be a while until it's gone,
So let's squash Covid till it is nowt.
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Welcome to the 2021 edition of
OGA News magazine; | hope you
have enjoyed reading all the latest
news and updates from the last
year, and what a year it has been!
We have all faced challenges and
embraced changes that we could
never have imagined.

Through your stories, we have been heartened to hear of the great resilience shown within our MSJ
community. We o er grateful thanks to all alumnae and Honorary Members working, or volunteering within
various COVID e orts, and to our sta for ensuring School remains ‘business as usual. We have marvelled

at how our current pupils have ‘got on with it, and with the help of your recollections re ected on how our
alumnae mustered similar resilience in past times. The school magazines published during and after the war
years demonstrate this same spirit. For example, the MGC experience of having the entire school evacuated
from Malvern, to Somerset, for a short period.

It has been wonderful to hear how, in times of isolation during the pandemic, many of you were able to stay
connected using online technology. Video calls via Zoom, and Microsoft Teams, have not only facilitated contact
between existing groups, but also given life to new friendship groups that did not previously exist.

Whilst 2020 has undoubtedly been a challenging year, we are continuing our activities to build a stronger
future, which won't just keep pace with change, but lead the way. We are fundraising to transform MSJ’s
learning spaces into Smart Classooms, and re-imagine the Library, furnishing both with the latest digital
resources and modern infrastructure capability.

With continuing uncertainty around the pandemic, many of our events will continue to be hosted online.

We are keen to resume physical events as soon as the current situation and government guidelines allow.

Our OGA Summer Reunion and AGM will take place online, on Saturday 12th June. We invite alumnae from all
years and all schools to join the event online. As a particular focus, we are encouraging decade and half-decade
Leavers from years that end with a 6 or a 1 to join us. For example, 2016, 2011, 2006, 2001 etc going back through
the decades. As part of this we look forward to commemorating the 125th anniversary of St James’s and St
James's & The Abbey. We are additionally hoping to have a physical celebration, later in 2021, if restrictions allow.

We have several events planned to celebrate Christmas 2021, and subject to guidance at the time, we are
planning for these to be physical gatherings. We warmly invite Honorary Members to a festive co ee morning
in the School on Friday 3rd December; and on Tuesday 7th December we will be repeating our popular Wreath
Making event, which is open to all within our wider MSJ community. We hope you will join us later in the year.
We will share more information as the year progresses; events already planned are detailed on the forthcoming
events page, and please do check social media for ongoing updates.

MSJ was saddened to hear of the death of His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. We are
honoured to have an association with the Duke in the ‘Edinburgh Dome), a building which he kindly opened in
1978 as part of the Malvern Girls’ College estate. Many of our students, too, have enjoyed taking part in the ‘DofE’
awards over the decades, and his legacy will live on in this valuable scheme.

I would like to thank the OGA committee for all their support and hard work. There is still a vacancy for the
position of Treasurer, so please do let us know if you are interested in hearing more about this.

| was pleased to join the OGA team in February 2021 as External Relations Manager, covering for
Phillippa Weatherhead who is on maternity leave, who gave birth to her new baby boy in March. | am
your point of contact for news, enquiries and all things Old Girls’ Association related. Please contact me on
oga@malvernstjames.co.ulor tel. 01684 892288. Chrissy Bligh joined the team in March 2021 as our new
Development Assistant, and our team is led by Fiona Meredith, Development Director.

We look forward to hearing from you, so please do keep in touch.

Sue Heritage
External Relations Manager
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TO FIND OUT MORE CONTACT
D/"/KE”™ 1i0608 600



Carnegie Centre of Excellence Marketing Award for Effective

Awards — Gold Standard for Brand Communication —
outstanding mental health Malvern St James Malvern
and wellbeing provision. Alumnae 100 campaign.

€3 vsi_oca [ msioca (O) msa_oca ) Msi oca

www.msj-oga.co.uk

Call 01684 892288
oga@malvernstjames.co.uk
www.malvernstjames.co.uk

Malvern St James, 15 Avenue Road, Great Malvern, Worcestershire WR14 3BA



