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WELCOME

�+�H�O�O�R���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�R���R�X�U�������������2�*�$���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H�����I�R�U���W�K�H���4�U�V�W��
time completely digital! We hope to be able to bring it to a 
wider audience while saving precious OGA funds not printing 
or sending physical copies. As ever, please share with your 
friends and if anyone is not on the mailing list who would like  
�W�R���E�H�����O�H�W���X�V���N�Q�R�Z���D�Q�G���Z�H���F�D�Q���V�R�U�W���W�K�L�V���R�X�W���I�R�U���\�R�X���b

Since I last wrote, there has been much change at the 
School. We have had Dr Lloyd as our Head for a full year now, 
and what a year it has been; wonderful results, many extra-
curricular activities, trips and achievements from our current 
pupils! It is great to see all these regular updates on our social 
�P�H�G�L�D���D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�L�V���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H���W�R���F�D�W�F�K���X�S���R�Q���b

As most of you know, (if you don’t please read on in the 
magazine for more information), MSJ has recently had two 
�P�D�M�R�U���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�����D���F�K�D�Q�J�H���R�I���R�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���I�R�U���W�K�H���4�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q���L�W�V��
history and from September the move to become co-ed. I am 
thrilled to see our School’s future protected and I am looking 
forward to meeting the team to see how we continue to shape 
�R�X�U���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����–���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�����3�O�H�D�V�H���G�R��
take the time to read about Mrs Gao, her ethos and plans. 
Thank you to everyone involved in securing these vital stages 
�L�Q���R�X�U���I�X�W�X�U�H���b

As I write this, the 
sun has started to shine, 
�W�K�H���G�D�•�R�G�L�O�V���D�U�H���R�X�W��
and I hope the year has 
�V�W�D�U�W�H�G���R�•���Z�H�O�O���I�R�U���\�R�X��
all and you have great 
plans for 2025. I look 
forward to seeing lots 
of you at our next OGA 
�G�D�\�b�R�Q���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�������-�X�Q�H����
Please let us know if you 
can make it. One day I 
hope not to have to write 
this bit, but there are still 
many troubling things 
going on in the world, 
and I hope all of you and 
yours are safe and well. 
�3�O�H�D�V�H���W�D�N�H���F�D�U�H���b

Until next time, have 
a wonderful Summer,

�%�<���-�(�1�1�<���7�+�2�0�$�6���Ó�0�*�&�����������Ô��
OGA Chair

�-�H�Q�Q�\���7�K�R�P�D�V���D�Q�G���3�R�R�N���1�R�S�D�U�X�P�S�D�����1�L�P�E�R�R�Q�F�K�D�M����
�0�*�&���������������R�X�W�V�L�G�H���+�D�W�4�H�O�G���+�R�X�V�H������������
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WELCOME FROM
THE HEAD

Dr Gareth Lloyd,  Head of Malvern St James

Whilst we cherish 
our traditions, we 
are also preparing 
our young people 

to meet a  
changing world 
with con�dence

�*�U�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V�� 
�2�O�G���*�L�U�O�V���R�I���0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���6�W���-�D�P�H�V��
�*�L�U�O�V�����6�F�K�R�R�O�����0�6�-�������0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q�� 
�*�L�U�O�V�����&�R�O�O�H�J�H�����6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V���� 
�7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\�����6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V���	�� 
�7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\���D�Q�G���/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H��

Last year, I was reminded how 
important it is to acknowledge 
each of the schools that have 
shaped the wonderful and unique 
community we know today as MSJ. 
As we move into a new chapter 
in the School’s history – with the 
transition to co-education from 
September 2025 – it is natural to 

�U�H�5�H�F�W���R�Q���Z�K�R���Z�H���D�U�H���D�Q�G���Z�K�R�� 
we have been.

With that in mind, I have been 
considering how best to address 
our alumnae community. You 
may wonder how appropriate it 
is to continue referring to you as 
“Old Girls of MSJ”. The question is 
not only a practical one but also 
philosophical – about identity, 
continuity and the evolving story 
of our School. I hope to share 
some thoughts with you here 
and perhaps begin a broader 
conversation.
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�'�U���*�D�U�H�W�K���3���/�O�R�\�G 
Head of Malvern St James

�7�K�L�V���S�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�����P�\���4�U�V�W���D�V���+�H�D�G��
�R�I���0�6�-�����K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�E�R�X�W���4�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
right balance between honouring 
our traditions and embracing 
the future. Our responsibility 
remains the same: to prepare our 
students – now and in the future 
– for life beyond MSJ. A life full of 
opportunity and challenge, best 
navigated through the strength  
of a values-led education.

Thanks to the dedication 
�R�I���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�W�D�•���D�F�U�R�V�V���D�O�O��
areas, we continue to uphold 
the values I know many of you 
hold dear: Honesty, Courtesy, 
Kindness, Respect, Tolerance 
and Consideration. These values 
remain at the heart of MSJ and 
underpin everything we do –  
from the classroom to the stage, 
from the sports pitch to our 
boarding houses.

I have been inspired time and 
again by the passion, creativity 
and commitment of our students. 
I have witnessed the wonder of 
Year 7 students exploring the 
solar system through Photography 
and the enterprise of Year 9 pupils 
pitching their own business ideas. 
From A Level music recitals to 
self-scripted GCSE dramas, each 
achievement adds to the legacy 
of excellence at MSJ. Our events – 
whether the inaugural Ships Race 
over the Malvern Hills, the joy of 
pancake races or the brilliance 
of our School productions – have 
brought us together in celebration 
and shared pride.

Whilst we cherish these 
traditions, we are also preparing 
our young people to meet a 
�F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�L�W�K���F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H����
�2�X�U���D�]�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���5�R�X�Q�G��
Square allows our students to 
engage with peers across the 
globe, fostering leadership and 
global citizenship. Joining the 
International Coalition of Girls’ 
Schools has further enhanced our 
commitment to understanding 
adolescent development – 
particularly in areas such as 
neurodivergence and wellbeing 
– ensuring that every student is 
seen, supported and empowered.

�3�H�U�K�D�S�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W��
development this year has been 
our acquisition by the Galaxy 
Global Education Group (GGEG), 
together with a gradual transition 
to co-education from September 
2025. Becoming part of this 
international family of schools has 
secured MSJ’s future, while opening 
new pathways for collaboration, 
innovation and learning. The fact 
that GGEG has chosen to relocate 
its global headquarters to Malvern 
St James is a profound statement 
�R�I���F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���R�X�U���6�F�K�R�R�O���D�Q�G��
community. We are proud to be 
part of a growing, visionary group 
and even prouder that this growth 
will be grounded here in Malvern.

We move forward with 
�F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K��
of our foundation. That foundation 
includes you – our Old Girls. Your 
experiences, stories and support 
are part of the School’s identity. 
While our community is evolving, 
your place within it remains 

central. Perhaps “ Old Girls of MSJ” 
can still represent not only your 
shared past but also an enduring 
connection that transcends 
change – a living legacy of values, 
relationships and excellence.

The future looks brighter 
because it is rooted in everything 
we have built together. I look 
forward to seeing many of you at 
future events and to continuing 
this important conversation. 
Please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with me at any time.
Warmest wishes,
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To keep our community 
informed, we are developing a 
new website and social media 
presence along with literature to 
promote the Charity’s activities. 
We are excited to share our new 
logo designed by Matt Ponter, 
MSJ’s Content Manager, and we 
look forward to keeping you 
updated on our progress.

We thank you sincerely for your 
continued support and generosity. 
Your commitment to MSJ and its 
students helps to shape bright 
futures, and we are truly grateful 
for your involvement.

If you would like to learn more 
about the exciting opportunities 
we hope to encounter, please let 
me know.

�:�H���D�U�H���S�O�H�D�V�H�G���W�R���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H���
�0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���+�L�O�O�V��
�(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���7�U�X�V�W�������W�K�H���Q�H�Z���Q�D�P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�&�K�D�U�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�H�Q�������D�Q�G���D�O�Z�D�\�V��
�Z�L�O�O���E�H�������D�W���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W���R�I���0�6�-�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K��
�W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���L�V���Q�H�Z�����W�K�H���&�K�D�U�L�W�\���V���S�X�U�S�R�V�H��
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���X�Q�F�K�D�Q�J�H�G�����W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S����
�E�X�U�V�D�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q��

MSJ’s Development 
Manager, are both 
new appointments 
who bring welcome 
skills to the Board.

In the future, the 
Charity will invite 
applications from the 
School for bursarial 
and scholarship 

support. The Charity will monitor  
�W�K�H���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���L�W���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���W�R��
ensure best value and maximum 
impact for School and students alike.

Financially, the Charity will 
husband the proceeds received 
from the sale of the School whilst 
continuing to raise funds through 
donations, gifts and legacy income 
just as it has done in the past. 
Generous bequests from Old Girls 
�K�D�Y�H���P�D�G�H���D���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W���L�P�S�D�F�W��
to the School over the years both 
individually and corporately. We are 
deeply grateful for this tradition of 
giving and we are determined to 
ensure that this legacy of support 
continues for future generations.

Following the sale of the School 
to Galaxy Global Education Ltd 
(GGEL), the Charity is now free 
from its School Governance 
responsibilities and can focus 
entirely on raising funds to 
support our students and 
promote education. We remain 
committed to continuing this vital 
work, ensuring that MSJ students 
have access to the outstanding 
opportunities the School provides.

The Board of Trustees remains 
largely the same, with Michael 
Hodges continuing as Chair 
and Roger Usher appointed as 
Treasurer. Jenny Thomas, Chair 
of the OGA, and Molly Hughes, 

�0�L�F�K�D�H�O���+�R�G�J�H�V 
mh@broadwayplc.com

INTRODUCING  
MALVERN HILLS EDUCATION TRUST
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SCHOOL REPORT

A LEVEL  
RESULTS 
AND UNIVERSITY  
DESTINATIONS 2024

GCSE  
RESULTS 

2024

�K�¸

GRADES AT A*

�G�C�¸

�J�H�¸ �L�D�¸

GRADES AT A*-A

GRADES AT A*-B GRADES AT A*-C

Grades across the board are up on 2023, with nearly 
40% at A*-A, nearly 75% at A*-B and 91% A*-C, 
with a 100% pass rate. Almost 20% of the cohort 
received at least three A Levels at A*- A grade. 35% 
of the cohort achieved 4 A Levels each, with 50% of 
these achieving A*-B in all four subjects. Crucially, 
90% of pupils obtained their place at their chosen 
university. Half of the cohort gained places at the 
most competitive and academically demanding 
universities: Durham, Exeter, Bristol, UCL, Bath and 
Warwick. We also had a larger number of pupils 
than usual going to international universities, 
notably in Canada, the US and Hong Kong. Pupils 
�K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���X�S���S�O�D�F�H�V���W�R���U�H�D�G���0�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H���D�W���6�K�H�]�H�O�G����
Veterinary Science at Bristol, Psychology at Exeter, 
Biomedical Science at UCL, Fine Art at the University 
of the Arts London, Geography at Durham, Fashion 
�'�H�V�L�J�Q���D�W���/�H�H�G�V�����$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�W���&�D�U�G�L�•�����D�Q�G��
Ecology, Sustainability and Economics at York,  
to mention just a few.

�2�X�U�������������F�R�K�R�U�W���D�W���0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���6�W���-�D�P�H�V���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G�� 
�D���I�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F���V�H�W���R�I���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���D�Q�G���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���S�O�D�F�H�V�� 
�W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U��

�0�6�-���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���R�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���*�&�6�(���U�H�V�X�O�W�V�����Z�L�W�K����������
�R�I���J�U�D�G�H�V���E�H�L�Q�J�������������$�
���%���H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W����

This compares to 32.3% for Worcestershire, and 35.7% 
for the whole of England – an incredible achievement 
which emphasises yet again the academic excellence 

�R�•�H�U�H�G�����$�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���I�X�O�O���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���*�&�6�(���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V�����J�L�U�O�V��
have gained very strong results. With notable results 
in Geography (92% at grades 9-7), French at 88% 9-7, 

and Spanish at 64% 9-7. In Music, Further Mathematics, 
and Art, grades 9-6 were achieved in 75%, 87%, and 

95% of entries respectively. The most popular subjects 
included Biology, where 65% achieved grades 9-7; 

Chemistry and Physics, where 60% achieved 9-7 in both 
subjects; Food Prep and Nutrition, where 78% achieved 

9-7; and Art & Design, where 62% achieved 9-7.

�D�I�¸ �F�G�¸

GRADE 9-7GRADE 9 GRADE 9-8

�H�J�¸

MUSIC

�@�>�¸

FRENCH

�A�A�¸

CHEMISTRY

�?�9�¸

SPANISH

�?�=�¸

FOOD PREP & 
NUTRITION

�@�A�¸

ART

�B�>�¸

GEOGRAPHY

�B�;�¸

DRAMA

�?�B�¸
PHYSICS

�?�9�¸

BIOLOGY

�?�>�¸

FURTHER 
MATHEMATICS

�A�@�¸
ART & DESIGN

�?�;�¸
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OGA NEWS 
SPRING 2024

GIVING DAY 2024 
A FESTIVE FUNDRAISING SUCCESS

�*�L�Y�L�Q�J���'�D�\���L�V���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���W�L�P�H���L�Q���W�K�H���0�6�-���F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U��
�G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�R���U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���Y�L�W�D�O���I�X�Q�G�V���I�R�U���R�X�U���%�X�U�V�D�U�\���D�Q�G��
�6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�H�O�S�V���W�D�O�H�Q�W�H�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
�D�F�F�H�V�V���D�Q���0�6�-���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
�E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����(�D�F�K���\�H�D�U�����R�X�U���6�F�K�R�R�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���F�R�P�H�V��
�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�R���W�D�N�H���S�D�U�W���L�Q���H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����D�O�O���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
�J�R�D�O���R�I���P�D�N�L�Q�J���D���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H����

�2�Q���7�X�H�V�G�D�\�������'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����Z�H���N�L�F�N�H�G���R�•���W�K�H��
celebrations with the Christmas Cracker Challenge. 
Students competed in their Ships through a series of 
Christmas-themed games, embracing the festive spirit 
while raising funds for this important cause. 

The excitement continued on Saturday 7 December 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���O�D�X�Q�F�K���R�I���R�X�U���Y�H�U�\���4�U�V�W���0�6�-���)�H�V�W�L�Y�H���)�X�Q���G�D�\�����<�R�U�N��
�+�D�O�O���E�H�F�D�P�H���D���Y�L�E�U�D�Q�W���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���P�D�U�N�H�W���4�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���O�R�F�D�O��
businesses, while MSJ ran its own hot chocolate and face 

painting stall. There was even a chance for the little 
ones to meet Santa! Proceeds from the MSJ-run stalls, 
along with generous donations from stallholders, all 
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���%�X�U�V�D�U�\���)�X�Q�G�����7�R���U�R�X�Q�G���R�•���W�K�H��
celebrations, we hosted the MSJ Auction, featuring 
an incredible selection of prizes, including a luxury 
stay at Wagtail Retreat, Worcestershire, our Waddle 
of Worcester penguin, and even the chance to enjoy 
dinner with Dr Lloyd and his partner! 

Thanks to the generosity of our wonderful 
community, we raised an incredible £15,147.34 – 
surpassing last year’s total of £13,500. A heartfelt 
thank you to everyone who donated, participated 
and supported these events. Your kindness and 
generosity help create life-changing opportunities 
for future MSJ students!
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PHILANTHROPY 
AT MSJ

�0�6�-���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���L�Q���7�K�H���*�D�P�E�L�D

�0�6�-���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���J�D�P�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���0�D�F�P�L�O�O�D�Q���&�R�•�H�H���0�R�U�Q�L�Q�J

�0�6�-���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W���L�Q���I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J��
�J�D�P�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���0�D�F�P�L�O�O�D�Q���&�R�•�H�H���0�R�U�Q�L�Q�J

�5�H�P�H�P�E�U�D�Q�F�H���V�W�R�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���F�U�D�I�W�V���P�D�G�H��
�E�\���0�6�-���3�U�H�S���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���O�D�L�G���L�Q���W�K�H���4�X�D�G

�3�K�L�O�D�Q�W�K�U�R�S�\���L�V���D�W���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W���R�I���0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���6�W���-�D�P�H�V����
�D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���K�D�V���U�D�L�V�H�G���D�Q��
�L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H���e�������������������I�R�U���D���Z�L�G�H���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W��
�F�D�X�V�H�V�����)�U�R�P���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���7�K�H���*�D�P�E�L�D���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
�I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Y�L�V�L�W�V���W�R���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W���L�Q���&�R�P�L�F��
�5�H�O�L�H�I�����&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���1�H�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���0�D�F�P�L�O�O�D�Q��
�&�R�•�H�H���0�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�����R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�W�D�•���K�D�Y�H��
�V�K�R�Z�Q���U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H���J�H�Q�H�U�R�V�L�W�\�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R��
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R���&�D�Q�F�H�U���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���8�.�����/�X�S�X�V���8�.����
�0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���6�S�H�F�L�D�O���)�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�R�S�S�\���$�S�S�H�D�O����
�D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���P�D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���Z�R�U�W�K�\���F�K�D�U�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W�� 
�P�D�N�H���D���U�H�D�O���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���S�H�R�S�O�H���V���O�L�Y�H�V��

�7�K�H�V�H���H�•�R�U�W�V���U�H�5�H�F�W���W�K�H���N�L�Q�G�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G��
commitment of our School, demonstrating the 
impact we can make together. While we are proud  
of what we have achieved this year, these are just 
some of the many organisations we have supported. 
As we look ahead, philanthropy will remain a 
key part of MSJ, and we are excited to continue 
championing meaningful causes in the future.

�(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���4�X�D�G��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���5�H�P�H�P�E�U�D�Q�F�H���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H
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LEGACY  
PLEDGE FORM
Registered Charity No. 527513

On completion, please return this form to:

�7�K�H���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���2�]�F�H�����0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���6�W���-�D�P�H�V���6�F�K�R�R�O���� 
15 Avenue Road, Great Malvern, Worcestershire, WR14 3BA

For any queries, please contact Molly Hughes, Development Manager

Tel: 01684 892288   |    Email: hughem@malvernstjames.co.uk

I have considered a legacy gift to Malvern Hills Education Trust because…

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 I have already included a gift to Malvern Hills Education Trust in my will

 I plan to give a gift in my will and would like further assistance, please contact me

The approximate value of my gift is £  ..................................................................................................................................................................

�$�U�H�D���V�����W�R���E�H�Q�H�4�W .........................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 
In some Malvern St James and Malvern Hills Education Trust publications, we record the names  
of people who have pledged a legacy gift. Please tick here if you would prefer to be anonymous. 

Personal details

Title  ...............................Forename  ...........................................................Surname .................................................... ............................................

Address  ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode ......................................................Country  ...................................................................................................................................................

Telephone number  .......................................................................Email address  .................................................................................................

Relationship to MSJ (e.g. Old Girl/Honorary Member/Parent) ..........................................................................................................................

Thank you very much for considering Malvern Hills Education Trust.  
�<�R�X�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���L�V���J�U�H�D�W�O�\���Y�D�O�X�H�G���D�Q�G���P�D�N�H�V���D���U�H�D�O���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���0�6�-���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��

Thank you!

mailto:hughem%40malvernstjames.co.uk?subject=


THE IMPACT  
OF LEGACY GIVING

�7�K�H���0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���+�L�O�O�V���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���7�U�X�V�W���H�[�L�V�W�V���W�R���U�D�L�V�H���I�X�Q�G�V��
�W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���O�L�I�H���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���E�X�U�V�D�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S�V���I�R�U��
�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�W���0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���6�W���-�D�P�H�V���6�F�K�R�R�O�����2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W��
�L�P�S�D�F�W�I�X�O���Z�D�\�V���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�L�V���Z�R�U�N���L�V���E�\���O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���O�H�J�D�F�\��
�J�L�I�W���L�Q���\�R�X�U���Z�L�O�O��

Over the past nine years, legacy gifts left by Old Girls, 
�I�R�U�P�H�U���V�W�D�•�����D�Q�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�F�K�R�R�O���K�D�Y�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���R�Y�H�U��
£1.4 million to support MSJ students. In Autumn 2022 alone, 
the Trust received a generous bequest of over £600,000 —  
an incredible contribution that will directly help fund bursary 
places for future generations of talented students.

We remain enormously grateful to those in the MSJ 
community who have pledged a legacy gift to the Trust, helping 
us to widen access to the School’s outstanding education.

�/�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���O�H�J�D�F�\���L�V���D���W�D�[���H�]�F�L�H�Q�W���Z�D�\���W�R���P�D�N�H���D���O�D�V�W�L�Q�J��
impact. Gifts to registered charities are exempt from 
inheritance tax, and if 10% or more of your estate is left to 
charity, the rate of inheritance tax on the rest of your estate  
is reduced from 40% to 36%.

One of our pledged legators, Veronica Blackmore 
(Bashforth, MGC 1959) , shares why she has chosen to 
remember MSJ in her will:

Legacy gifts left to the Malvern Hills 
Education Trust will be directed towards our 
Bursary and Scholarship Fund, helping to 
provide life-changing opportunities for MSJ 
students who might not otherwise be able  
to access an MSJ education.

If you would like your legacy gift to be 
�G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���D���V�S�H�F�L�4�F���D�U�H�D���R�I���6�F�K�R�R�O���O�L�I�H���E�H�\�R�Q�G��
bursaries and scholarships, please do let us 
know. We will always work closely with our 
supporters to ensure that gifts are used in  
line with their wishes.

Every legacy, large or small, makes a vital 
�G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����.�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���O�H�J�D�F�\���L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V�� 
�L�Q���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H���D�O�O�R�Z�V���X�V���W�R���S�O�D�Q���P�R�U�H���H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
for the future. If you already have a will, adding 
a legacy gift is straightforward via a codicil, 
which can be arranged with your solicitor.

By leaving a legacy to the Malvern Hills 
Education Trust, you will help to provide 
transformational educational opportunities  
for future MSJ students — creating a lasting 
legacy of opportunity, excellence, and access.

Thank you for considering supporting us  
in this very special way.

I have considered a legacy gift to Malvern 
St James because the broad education I 
received while at Malvern gave me the 
con�dence and ability to achieve in many 
areas – social, academic, music and sport.  
I would like to help other girls bene�t from 
the all-round education provided at MSJ.

The Legacy Pledge Form can be found here or on our website .  

�
�$���7�-�3�”�"���*�'�)�#���2�-���0�#�/�3�#�1�2�������&���0�"���!�-�.�7���$�-�0�+���$�0�-�+���-�3�0���-�$�‰�'�!�#�„���-�0���"�'�1�!�3�1�1�� 

�7�-�3�0���"�-�,���2�'�-�,�„���.�*�#���1�#���!�-�,�2���!�2�����-�*�*�7�����3�%�&�#�1�„�����#�4�#�*�-�.�+�#�,�2�������,���%�#�0�„�� 

on hughem@malvernstjames.co.uk  or 01684 892288.
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THANK YOU 
TO OUR DONORS
�7�R���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���K�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���D���4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���J�L�I�W�����W�K�H�L�U���W�L�P�H���R�U���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���W�R���W�K�H���$�U�F�K�L�Y�H�V����
We are enormously grateful for your support which helps us to deliver the best in 
academic, pastoral and extra-curricular life at MSJ. 

Alison Capper

Andrew Wire

Anne Borrowdale (Lea)

Caibin Chen

Catheryn Moreland

Chak Choi and Hung Chuen Hung

Charles Probert and Alex Probert

Christine Day (Harpham)

Cynthia Haywood (Rodgers)

David Lewis

David Macgregor

David Roi Hardoon

Diana Walton

Diana Wyatt (Day)

Elaine Meredith

Gayle Watson

Georgina Davidson

Greer Owen

Greg Michael and  
Susanna Michael

Hannah Leathart

Hugh Mason and  
Barbara Mason

Isobel Williams (Simpson)

Jane Imray (Davies)

Jane Mason (Coles)

Jane Thomson

Joanna Hunt

Judy Fu

Julie MacLusky

Ka Chun Chan  
and Pui Yin Chiu

Karen Laydon

Katie Yarnold

Kelvin Ma and  
Chui Man Cheng

Kirsty Ettrick

Laura Harding

Lindsay Stead

Lisa Glover

Lucy Middlecote

Lynne Lindner

Malvern St James Girls’ School

Marietta Gardner (Field)

Mark Jarvis and  
Chantelle Jarvis

Mark Webb and  
Maria Webb

Matthew Cripps

Melanie Walker (Carver)

Melissa Hainoune  
and Gilbert Greenall

Molly Hughes

Nicki Castello (Weston)

Nigel Websper and  
Sandra Websper

Nikki Clarke and  
Richard Clarke

Olivera Raraty

Peter Battle

Philippa Jones

Pippa Leggate

Pippa Sanderson

Rachel Huntley

Rachel Powell

Reza Taei-Sagharlou

Ros Hayes

Rosalind Parkes-Ratanshi

Rosalind Williams

Rosalyn Hall (Brown)

�5�R�V�L�H���.�H�•�R�U�G�����7�D�S�S��

Sarah Boorman

Sarah Froggatt

Sarah Sefton and Peter Sefton

Sarah Stanley (Wilkinson)

Serena Crump

Stephanie Tidmarsh

Sue Adeney (Jack)

Sue Bullock (Docherty, Geddes)

Sue Doyle (Mullin)

Susan Bourne (Clarke)

Susie Fowler

Veronica Blackmore (Bashforth)

Jessica Chau

Yuliya Mukho

�=�D�L�Q�D�E���6�K�L�Q�N�D�4���%�D�J�X�G�X

Zoe James-Williams

���������D�Q�R�Q�\�P�R�X�V

�7�L�P�H���'�R�Q�R�U�V

Dr Rebecca Jones

Penny Neville

Becky Fisher

Elizabeth Haldar (Bennett)

�*�–�.���'�R�Q�R�U�V

Catherine Cadbury

The Old Girls’ Association –  
its members, its Committee  

and Trustees

The Second Hand Uniform  
Shop Volunteers

The Friends of MSJ Committee  
and Supporters
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MSJ ART AUCTION 
FRIDAY 27 JUNE 2025

�$�Q���H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�Q�J���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�L�W�\���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J��
�E�X�U�V�D�U�L�H�V���D�W���0�6�-��

We are delighted to be hosting an MSJ Art Auction 
on Friday 27 June 2025, and warmly invite you to 
save the date for what promises to be a very special 
evening celebrating creativity within our School and 
local community.

This event will raise funds for the Malvern Hills 
Education Trust, which supports scholarships and 
bursaries at MSJ — helping to ensure that more 
students have access to the exceptional opportunities 
and education the School provides.

The evening will feature a live auction of artwork 
�J�H�Q�H�U�R�X�V�O�\���G�R�Q�D�W�H�G���E�\���0�6�-���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����V�W�D�•�����S�D�U�H�Q�W�V��
and local artists — with all proceeds going towards 

this important cause. We are thrilled that renowned 
auctioneer Philip Serrell  will be joining us to lead 
the auction, and guests will also enjoy a live art 
demonstration by talented artist Phil Ironside , 
�R�•�H�U�L�Q�J���D���I�D�V�F�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�V�L�J�K�W���L�Q�W�R���K�L�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V��

The evening will include drinks and canapés and 
will be a wonderful opportunity to come together 
as a community in support of MSJ’s bursary and 
scholarship programme.

Further details and ticket information will follow in 
due course, but in the meantime, we very much  
hope you will save the date and join us for what  
we hope will be a memorable and enjoyable event.
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OUTGOING FOUNDERS’ AWARD 
BURSARY SCHOLARSHIP

hadn’t done before. Every memorable moment I have 
had at MSJ would be rendered incomplete without my 
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�R�Y�H�O�\���V�W�D�•����

�+�R�Z���K�D�V���E�H�L�Q�J���D���)�R�X�Q�G�H�U�V�����$�Z�D�U�G���K�R�O�G�H�U���P�D�G�H�� 
�D���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���\�R�X�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���D�W���0�6�-�"�b
Having the Founders’ Award has provided me with  
more opportunities to get involved with School life.  
I really love being a role model for pupils and having  
the opportunity to represent the School in the way  
that I do. I suppose this is also leveraged by my role as 
�'�H�S�X�W�\���+�H�D�G���*�L�U�O���E�X�W���W�K�H���)�R�X�Q�G�H�U�V�����$�Z�D�U�G���G�H�4�Q�L�W�H�O�\��
�D�G�G�V���W�R���W�K�L�V���b

�:�H�H�N�O�\���E�R�D�U�G�L�Q�J���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D���N�H�\���S�D�U�W���R�I���\�R�X�U���W�L�P�H��
�K�H�U�H�������K�R�Z���K�D�V���W�K�D�W���V�K�D�S�H�G���\�R�X�U���6�F�K�R�R�O���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G��
�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���J�U�R�Z�W�K�"�b
Being a Founders’ Award holder, I have been able to 
spend more time at School with fully-funded weekly 
boarding. Not only has this allowed me to spend more 
time with my friends but I have also gained more 
freedom, a sense of independence and more time has 
been devoted to my schoolwork. 

�/�R�R�N�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N���D�W���\�R�X�U���W�L�P�H���D�W���6�F�K�R�R�O�����Z�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H��
�E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���P�H�P�R�U�D�E�O�H���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V�"�b
Of course, my school life has always been centred 
around my academic work but my most memorable 
�P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�R�X�O�G���P�R�V�W���G�H�4�Q�L�W�H�O�\���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���–���K�D�Y�H��
been playing sports and doing school productions.  
I worked recently with a small group of Sixth Formers, 
as well as Mrs Miller  and Miss Maxwell , to put on a 
performance of Six, the musical. In all honesty, it has 
been the best time of my life. 

Singing and dancing with such a talented group of 
people has been incredible. MSJ always puts on lovely 
events and provides us with opportunities to get dressed 
�X�S�����K�D�Y�H���D���O�R�Y�H�O�\���P�H�D�O�����E�H�I�R�U�H���4�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D���G�D�Q�F�H����

I am looking forward to the Curry and Ceilidh event 
that is soon to be held for the Sixth Form. Last year, it 
was incredible and all the girls were very enthusiastic 
dancers, despite it being something that many of us 

Charlotte from Year 13

�$�V���&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���<�H�D�U��
���������8�S�S�H�U���9�–�������Z�H���K�D�G���W�K�H���S�O�H�D�V�X�U�H���R�I��
�V�L�W�W�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���U�H�5�H�F�W�����$���)�R�X�Q�G�H�U�V�����$�Z�D�U�G��
�U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�����&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���K�D�V���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���P�R�V�W��
�R�I���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���K�H�U���E�X�U�V�D�U�\���K�D�V��
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���D�Q�G���V�K�H���V�K�D�U�H�V���K�H�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V����
�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���D�Q�G���P�H�P�R�U�D�E�O�H���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V��
�I�U�R�P���K�H�U���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���D�W���0�6�-��

�&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���L�Q���I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���'�U�D�P�D���G�L�V�S�O�D�\���E�R�D�U�G�V

T
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The days feel longer, and I am able 
�W�R���V�S�H�Q�G���P�\���W�L�P�H���P�R�U�H���H�]�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\����
Boarding has been a great contributor 
to my individual growth and I don’t 
�W�K�L�Q�N���–���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H���–���G�R��
now if it wasn’t for boarding. 

In Year 13 especially, boarding 
�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���R�•�H�U�V���D���J�U�H�D�W���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
space from Sixth Form to university 
and, for someone who has grown 
up in the countryside, being within 
walking distance of a train station and 
town has allowed me to start doing 
things on my own. 

�$�V���'�H�S�X�W�\���+�H�D�G���*�L�U�O�����Z�K�D�W���K�D�V���W�K�L�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���U�R�O�H��
�P�H�D�Q�W���W�R���\�R�X���D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���\�R�X���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���L�W�"�b
Being Deputy Head Girl, I have gained a lot more 
�F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���P�\�V�H�O�I���D�Q�G���P�\���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���O�H�D�G���S�H�R�S�O�H���� 
I would often shy away from putting myself forward: 
not because I didn’t want the responsibility but because 
I wasn’t sure what people would think or if they would 
respect me when I got up there. I have learnt there 
are many forms of leadership and there is always 
something needed within a team. You just have to 
�4�O�O���W�K�D�W���J�D�S���L�Q���D���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���W�K�H���W�H�D�P���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U����
whether you are the one that gets things done or the 
communicator or someone that throws in the odd, 
essential idea here and there. 

�+�R�Z���Z�R�X�O�G���\�R�X���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�K�H���0�6�-���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S�V���\�R�X���Y�H���P�D�G�H�"�b
The MSJ community is what I would consider to be at the 
forefront of everyone’s mind when they contemplate 
what makes MSJ special. If you stripped down MSJ to its 
core – and removed the stress of academic content –  
and forgot about the odd argument that occurs, you 
�Z�R�X�O�G���4�Q�G���D���J�U�R�X�S���R�I���J�L�U�O�V���W�K�D�W���J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H�O�\���O�R�Y�H���E�H�L�Q�J��
together. This year’s Prefect team have actively made 
plans to increase the communication between all year 
groups. In my opinion, it seemed to happen naturally. 

Community is at the heart of MSJ and I hope that is 
something that shall remain forever. The friendships 
I have forged in Sixth Form have been my best. 
Greenslade has provided me with no less than a loving 
�I�D�P�L�O�\���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�H���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���V�W�D�•���D�U�H���J�U�H�D�W�O�\��
supportive and are always keen to throw casual jokes 
down the corridor. 

I have always seen the learning environment to be 
relaxed at MSJ but that is because the community is at 
such a level to accommodate it. Girls are well behaved 
�D�Q�G���V�W�D�•���D�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���D���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W��
allows students to feel comfortable in lessons. 

Recently, an external visitor sat in on a Year leader 
�P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���D�V�W�R�X�Q�G�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���J�L�U�O�V��
�I�U�R�P���D�O�O���\�H�D�U���J�U�R�X�S�V�����*�L�U�O�V���D�U�H���F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�W���W�R���V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H�L�U��
�R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���L�Q���I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���R�W�K�H�U�V���R�I���D�O�O���D�J�H�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���V�W�D�•����

The community of MSJ is there to support  
students, stimulate growth and create the next 

generation of leaders. This nurturing 
environment supports the creation  
�R�I���F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H���b

�:�K�D�W���D�G�Y�L�F�H���Z�R�X�O�G���\�R�X���J�L�Y�H��
�W�R���R�W�K�H�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�R���P�D�\���E�H��
�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J���D�S�S�O�\�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D���E�X�U�V�D�U�\��
�D�W���0�6�-�"�b
Throw yourself into everything. There 
is always going to be someone you 
think is a better option but don’t let 
that scare you away. I think the key 
to a Founders’ Award application 

is dedication and hard work. Demonstrate that you 
are capable of becoming fully immersed in the School 
environment and that you deserve such an award.

�:�K�D�W���D�U�H���\�R�X�U���S�O�D�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���G�R���\�R�X��
�W�K�L�Q�N���\�R�X�U���W�L�P�H���D�W���0�6�-���K�D�V���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���\�R�X���I�R�U���W�K�H�P�"�b
I am unsure of my plans for the future. I have been 
accepted to study Engineering at King’s College London, 
the University of York and Exeter University whilst 
still awaiting replies from other places. My pursuit of 
Engineering is more of an interest. 

I always loved Physics and Maths which is most 
�G�H�4�Q�L�W�H�O�\���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�W���R�X�U��
School for people interested in STEM. ››› �3���7���2��

... I don’t think  
I would have the 
con�dence I do  
now if it wasn’t  

for boarding. 

�&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���U�H�K�H�D�U�V�L�Q�J���I�R�U Six���W�K�H���0�X�V�L�F�D�O
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When I took my A Levels, I took Maths and Physics 
because I couldn’t see myself at School without them.  
�–���P�R�V�W���G�H�4�Q�L�W�H�O�\���K�D�G���Q�R���L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�I���G�R�L�Q�J���D���G�H�J�U�H�H�� 
in Engineering. Yet, here I am. Following my degree,  
I plan to go into Law. This will most likely be through  
a conversion course. Law has always been  
the occupation that I wanted to pursue. 

MSJ has given me great support in 
choosing my subjects, managing my 
time and choosing my career path. 
This period of my School life is 
�G�H�4�Q�L�W�H�O�\���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���X�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���W�L�P�H���� 
It is scary and I often feel very 
unsure but I know I have people at 
MSJ that are there to give me the 
support I need, whether it be a hug, 
advice or just someone to sit me 
down and tell me to get things done. 

�–�I���\�R�X���F�R�X�O�G���V�X�P���X�S���\�R�X�U���0�6�-���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H��
�L�Q���W�K�U�H�H���Z�R�U�G�V�����Z�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���W�K�H�\���E�H�"�b
�6�H�U�H�Q�G�L�S�L�W�R�X�V – Every day at MSJ brings something 
unexpected. There is never a dull day and every day 
brings new experiences. You can fall down one day 
and be on top the next. 

There are so many opportunities that you can 
never be bored. My time here has all blurred into one 
but, unpicked, life at MSJ is nothing short of a series 
of fortunate events. It just provides me with a happy 
feeling and it’s a feeling I will miss. 

�+�R�P�H��– I have been at MSJ for 10 years now: longer 
than most but not as long as some. The days are long 
and the work is tough but the people that help you get 
through it will always be here for you to come back to. 

My parents thought it was of great importance 
that I attended a school close to home – which it is – 
�D�Q�G���–���4�Q�D�O�O�\���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���Z�K�\�����–���G�R�Q���W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���O�H�D�Y�H���P�\��
friends but at least now we have a base to come back 
�W�R���D�Q�G���0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���L�V���D���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���S�O�D�F�H���b

�%�X�V�\�������–���4�Q�G���P�\�V�H�O�I���E�X�V�\���H�Y�H�U�\���G�D�\���D�Q�G���R�I�W�H�Q���G�R�Q���W��
have a second spare but almost everything 

I do, I enjoy. I am someone that cannot 
�I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���L�I���–���K�D�Y�H�Q���W���4�O�O�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���V�H�F�R�Q�G��

of my time. I can only complete a task 
if I know that there is another one 
to get to when this one has been 
�W�L�F�N�H�G���R�•����

However, I have always had the 
opportunity to take on new roles.  

I take part in a multitude of clubs. I get 
involved with the annual production,  

I dance, I watch my friends perform, I 
put on showcases, I have gained leadership 

roles that would have once seemed far out 
of my reach. MSJ made it all possible and gave me the 
much-needed support to do what I wanted to do. 

�–�V���W�K�H�U�H���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���H�O�V�H���\�R�X���G���O�L�N�H���W�R���V�D�\���W�R���W�K�H���2�*�$��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H��
�E�X�U�V�D�U�\���V�F�K�H�P�H�"�b
I am very grateful to the OGA community for the 
support it has provided. I have written about how 
helpful MSJ has been to me but, in reality, those 
supporting the bursary scheme have provided  
me with the most incredible opportunities.  
Much of it would not have been possible  
without the assistance of the bursary 
�V�F�K�H�P�H���D�Q�G���L�W�V���E�H�Q�H�4�W�V�� •

�&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H�����F�H�Q�W�U�H�����Z�L�W�K���-�H�V�V���D�Q�G���5�R�V�H�D�Q�Q�D�����D�O�V�R���)�R�X�Q�G�H�U�V�����$�Z�D�U�G���E�X�U�V�D�U�\���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S��
�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���4�X�D�G�����������������$�E�R�Y�H�����&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���U�H�K�H�D�U�V�L�Q�J���I�R�U��Six���W�K�H���0�X�V�L�F�D�O
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���� �0�I�T�b�b�^�����M�M�n�����U�n�I�b�r�`�q���R�b�m���$�^�K�����U�m�^�n

As a member of our Old Girls Association,
you are entitled to a 5% fees discount when
enrolling your son or daughter to MSJ.

�l�-�r�ˆ�;�u�m�v�|�f�-�l�;�v�8�1�o�8�†�h���E���l�v�f�-�7�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v�^�l�-�r�ˆ�;�u�m�v�|�f�-�l�;�v�8�1�o�8�†�h���E���•�Ž�s�t�‘���t�”�•�•�t�t

Scan here to enquire today!



�:�H���R�•�H�U���D���U�H�D�O�O�\���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���3�(���F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�X�P�����Z�K�H�U�H��
we teach our core games of hockey, netball 
and cricket alongside other activities that are 

designed to help our pupils to develop a large range 
of physical literacy skills. This includes activities such 
as gymnastics, trampolining, indoor athletics, aerobics, 
badminton and SAQ (speed, agility and quickness) to 
name a few.

Most girls have three hours of PE lessons a week 
and this is supplemented by the Clubs’ Programme 
where pupils have a great choice of additional activities 

from which to choose. The Clubs’ Programme 
�R�•�H�U�V���S�X�S�L�O�V���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���F�K�R�R�V�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���Q�R�W��
on the curriculum such as football, volleyball 
and archery.

For the core sports of hockey, netball and 
�F�U�L�F�N�H�W���Z�H���S�O�D�\���4�[�W�X�U�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���O�R�F�D�O��
state schools and also independent schools. 
Schools such as Cheltenham Ladies’ College, 
Hereford Cathedral School and Rendcomb 
College, to name a few. There are matches every 
weekend for the Seniors and most Tuesday and 
Wednesday afternoons for the Prep department. 
�:�H���K�D�Y�H���4�[�W�X�U�H�V���I�U�R�P���X�Q�G�H�U�������D�O�O���W�K�H���Z�D�\���X�S���W�R��
under 18.

UPDATE
ON SPORT
�����������K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U���I�R�U��
�V�S�R�U�W���D�W���0�6�-�����+�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���E�H�L�Q�J��
�Q�D�P�H�G���D�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�R�S���������E�H�V�W���D�O�O��
�J�L�U�O�V�����V�F�K�R�R�O�V���I�R�U���F�U�L�F�N�H�W�����0�U�V���+�D�Q�Q�D�K��
�/�H�D�W�K�D�U�W�����'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���6�S�R�U�W�����U�H�S�R�U�W�V��
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In 2024, we were thrilled to be selected as one of 
the Top 20 Girls’ Schools for Cricket for the second 
successive year. The Cricketer magazine is the most 
read global cricket magazine so the accolade is a real 
opportunity to share what is so special about MSJ. 
Cricket has been on a journey over the last couple of 
years. We have revamped the curriculum and there is a 
clear strategy for how we continue to grow cricket. The 
girls love the game and the enthusiasm in the School 
is tangible. Many girls are now making the transition to 
hard ball cricket and are relishing the challenge.

Sports Day is still very much a big thing! There is a 
tremendous energy with the girls wearing face paint 
and fervently representing their Ship (for those readers 
who are not Old Girls of St James’s or St James’s & 
The Abbey, ‘Ship’ is the name given to Houses). The 
considerable competitive spirit comes out on the day 
but also one of encouragement for each of the pupils 
and their friends. We focus on making the event 
a quality athletics event for both the Prep 
and Senior School. 

Alongside awarding trophies to the 
winning Ship, we also recognise our 
best athletes in age groups with our 
newly-introduced Victrix Ludorum 
trophies. The event is well supported 
by parents from both the Prep and 
�6�H�Q�L�R�U���6�F�K�R�R�O���D�Q�G���R�•�H�U�V���D���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O��
opportunity to come together on a 
(hopefully) sunny day! On the day,  

we often enjoy a Prep School picnic and Senior School 
�W�H�D���R�X�W���R�Q���W�K�H���4�H�O�G��

Archery too has just been introduced 
as an activity and the girls are loving 

�L�W�����–�Q���W�K�H���6�X�P�P�H�U���W�H�U�P�����Z�H���D�O�V�R���R�•�H�U��
activities like ultimate frisbee –  
another joyful sport.

On the Mini-MSJ side of the 
School, we are really lucky to have a 
wonderful Prep specialist who works 

with the Minis. They have a PE lesson 
each week, boogie ballet and also 

�V�Z�L�P�P�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���G�D�\�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���R�•�H�U���V�X�F�K��
activities tend to be the most popular days 

with the Minis! They are wonderfully good fun and 
really enjoy being active. It is always lovely to invite 
other local nursery schools to come to MSJ in the 
Summer term for our Mini Olympics.

That is a snapshot of sport at MSJ over 2024.

�$���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���R�X�U���U�L�G�H�U�V���D�U�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J��
�D�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O

�*�L�U�O�V���R�Q���6�S�R�U�W�V���'�D�\���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���6�K�L�S�V
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�$�W���0�6�-�����Z�H���O�R�Y�H���W�R���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H���D���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�����Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�V�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���D�P�R�Q�J���R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����/�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�����Z�H���Z�H�U�H���G�H�O�L�J�K�W�H�G��
�W�R���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���F�R�P�H�G�L�D�Q�����S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�U���D�Q�G���D�X�W�K�R�U���5�X�V�V�H�O�O���.�D�Q�H��
�W�R���V�S�H�D�N���D�E�R�X�W���K�L�V���O�D�W�H�V�W���E�R�R�N����The Pet Selector �����7�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W����
�K�H�O�G���L�Q���<�R�U�N���+�D�O�O�����E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���0�6�-���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��
�S�X�S�L�O�V���I�U�R�P���O�R�F�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���I�R�U���D�Q���H�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
�G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���K�L�V���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����K�L�V���O�R�Y�H���R�I���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V�� 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�K�L�Q�G���K�L�V���E�R�R�N��

Following his talk, Russell took the time to meet every student, 
sign books and pose for photos, making it a truly memorable 
experience for all who attended.

INSPIRING AUTHOR 
VISITS AT MSJ

�:�H���D�U�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���W�R���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�V���R�I���D�O�O���J�H�Q�U�H�V���W�R�� 
�V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����–�I���\�R�X���D�U�H�� 
�D�Q���D�X�W�K�R�U�������R�U���N�Q�R�Z���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���J�L�Y�L�Q�J�� 
�D���W�D�O�N���D�W���0�6�-�������S�O�H�D�V�H���G�R���J�H�W���L�Q���W�R�X�F�K���D�W���R�J�D�#�P�D�O�Y�H�U�Q�V�W�M�D�P�H�V���F�R���X�N��
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�2�Q���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���������0�D�U�F�K�����0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���6�W���-�D�P�H�V���Z�D�V��
�G�H�O�L�J�K�W�H�G���W�R���K�R�V�W���W�K�H���-�X�Q�L�R�U���6�F�K�R�R�O�V�����$�U�W���(�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q����
�Z�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J���S�X�S�L�O�V�����I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�W�D�•���I�U�R�P���O�R�F�D�O��
�V�F�K�R�R�O�V���W�R���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�L�W�\���D�Q�G���D�U�W�L�V�W�L�F���W�D�O�H�Q�W��

The Exhibition showcased an incredible variety of 
artwork from students across the region, including 
pieces from MSJ’s own pupils. Work from Reception to 
Year 8 was displayed, highlighting the imagination and 
skill of young artists across a range of media and styles.

Guests had the opportunity to view the artwork 
throughout the afternoon, before local artist  
�–�Y�D�Q���0�D�[�Z�H�O�O���-�R�Q�H�V���Z�D�V���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G���W�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���F�H�U�W�L�4�F�D�W�H�V��
to the winners of each category that had been judged 
prior to the exhibition.

It was a wonderful event celebrating the power of 
art to inspire and bring schools together – a huge well 
done to all who took part!

CELEBRATING  
YOUNG TALENT  
AT THE JUNIOR  
SCHOOLS’  
ART EXHIBITION
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I HAVE LOVED 
EVERY  
MOMENT
One year on since joining MSJ as Head, 
���0�������0�#�2�&�����*�-�7�"���0�#�f�#�!�2�1���-�,���2�&�#���-�,�%�-�'�,�%��
changes to the School and future  
plans. Jo Leahy (Moulds, MGC 1991)  
has a valuable hour with Dr Lloyd.

Dr Lloyd has been in post since January 2024 and now 
the School has new owners in Galaxy Global Education 
Group (GGEG), with Mrs Shangmei Gao making Malvern 
St James School the third in the group of now four 
independent schools across the UK. There is also the 
news of Malvern St James becoming co-educational 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���4�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q���L�W�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����)�L�U�V�W�O�\�����K�H�U�H���L�V���P�R�U�H��
background on the GGEG. 

GGEG’s initial venture in the UK was Ruthin School 
in Denbighshire, north Wales (day and boarding, co-
educational, ages 11-18) – a school dating back over 
700 years, making it one of the oldest schools in the 
UK. Then Durham High School (day school, single sex 
for girls, ages 3-18), founded in 1884. Then MSJ (day 
and boarding, co-educational from September 2025, 
ages 3-18), with our oldest founding girls’ school – 
Lawnside – founded around 1856. 

Fourth in the group, shortly announced after  
MSJ’s purchase, is Plymouth College (day and 
boarding, co-educational, ages 3-18), established  
in 1877.

Two of its very famous alumnae are Tom Daley, 
retired Olympic diver, and Dawn French, actress, 
comedian and writer. This is not to say that all our 
founding schools do not have equally illustrious 
alumnae – there are too many to mention. 

The aspiration of GGEG is to grow to a group 
of 10 UK schools in short order.

“It is incredibly exciting to be at the vanguard 
of this global collaboration,” says Dr Lloyd, “and 
what a statement of intent on the part of GGEG 
that it is relocating its headquarters to Malvern.” 
It will be taking over the MSJ building that was 
MSJ’s Music Department and previously was the 
boarding house, Avenue, at MGC.

“I have loved every moment of being here,” 
says Dr Lloyd, “even the challenging times. If I go 
back in time to interviewing for the post, going 

back to August 2023, I was asking questions to make 
sure I was familiar with the School role – the number 
of students in the pipeline, how that ties in with 
budget – and it was obvious that the School was facing 
�V�R�P�H���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���H�Y�H�U�\���R�W�K�H�U��
girls’ boarding school in the UK. A combination of the 
economic – the cost of living – and the possibility of a 
Labour government and the introduction of the 20% 
VAT on school fees. How would we manage this?” 

Even before Dr Lloyd was in post, once he had 
�E�H�H�Q���R�•�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���M�R�E�����D���F�R�U�H���J�U�R�X�S���R�I���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�V���D�Q�G��
Dr Lloyd set up a strategy group. It would meet every 
Wednesday, from August 2023 to February 2025, 
“when all the work reached its fruition, as it were,” says 
Dr Lloyd. I wonder how it is that a school enters the 
process of a change of ownership?

�7�K�H���+�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���*�R�Z�Q�V���F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\�����$�S�U�L�O����������

“So many independent schools have registered potential 
availability for discussion through the Independent Schools’ 
Bursars Association (ISBA),” says Dr Lloyd. “That leads 
to creating a data room for the lawyers and potential 
interested parties to be able to see possibilities.” 
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With MSJ, the strategy group 
�O�R�R�N�H�G���D�W���D�O�O���W�K�H���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V��
– whether there could be a 
partnership – formal or informal;  
a merger; an acquisition. 

“We interviewed 32 potentially 
interested parties,” says Dr Lloyd. 
He wants to give special thanks 
to Mrs Gemma Bruce, who was 
Chair of Governors, and Mr Michael 
Hodges, who took over the reins  
of Chair of Governors in July 2024. 

“Gemma’s background is 
in real estate and negotiating, 
and Michael’s background is in 
property as a Chartered Surveyor. 
They were both hugely helpful in 
the negotiations. We had it down to a shortlist of four 
and there were very strict non-disclosure agreements 
(NDAs) we were signing left, right and centre. But, 
�Z�K�H�Q���–���P�H�W���0�U�V���*�D�R���I�R�U���W�K�H���4�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\��
2024, I knew she would be the party with whom we 
would work.” 

Other possibilities were some schools were eyeing 
MSJ hoping to merge. Some were looking at MSJ as a 
potential satellite girls’ boarding house. “Not paying 
any attention whatsoever to the needs that I have to 
look after 265 employees,” says Dr Lloyd. “So, I wasn’t 
even going to entertain those schools.” 

�'�U���/�O�R�\�G���V�D�\�V�����
�–�W���Z�D�V���4�H�U�F�H���D�W���W�L�P�H�V�����%�X�W���–���K�D�G��
fantastic Governors and the Senior Leadership Team 
all the way through. Absolutely, we had to secure the 
future of the School. I had to remind myself as I went 
into some awkward meetings: ‘This is for the good 
of the School.’ Of course, now, 
we have the decision to go co-
educational from September 
this year. As we prepare for this 
transition, we shall ensure that 
the voices of our community, 
including Old Girls, continue to 
be heard. We are proud of our 
heritage, and we are committed 
to honouring the traditions and 
values that have shaped our 
School while embracing a future 
that allows even more students to 
�E�H�Q�H�4�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���0�6�-���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H������

�0�6�-���D�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W
While I speak to Dr Lloyd, there 
is the break in lessons we will all 
remember from all our founding 
schools – that great moment of 
breathing between classes, with 
MSJ students now walking across 
the Quad that MGC alumnae will 
remember. 

�7�K�H���J�L�U�O�V���V�W�L�O�O���F�D�U�U�\���4�O�H�V���D�Q�G���$����
folders in the way that we used 
to. Everything has changed and 
yet it feels very familiar.

“They are so sweet,” says  
�'�U���/�O�R�\�G�����O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���R�X�W���R�I���K�L�V���R�]�F�H��
window. The students wave and 
�'�U���/�O�R�\�G���W�H�O�O�V���P�H���R�Q�H���L�V���D���
�W�H�U�U�L�4�F��
horsewoman”. “They are lovely, 
just lovely, Jo,” he says. You can 
never go past his lilting Welsh 
accent, and his love for the 
School and for all the students  
is very obvious. 

“So, what has gone well?”  
Dr Lloyd asks. “I see the fun  
in the girls’ learning. It’s 

encouragement and support. For example, from  
a student who’s capable in one particular subject  
helping one of her friends who’s struggling. 

“Any school will have fall-outs in relationships.  
I think there’s an unfair perception that girls’ schools 
will always have a level of cattiness or bitchiness. You 
have to ask yourself why, 30 years’ ago, boys’ schools 
started opening their doors to girls? Because they knew 
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���J�L�U�O�V���Z�H�U�H���D���J�R�R�G���L�Q�5�X�H�Q�F�H�����%�R�W�K���V�R�F�L�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G��
academically, they raise standards in behaviour and in 
learning. Now, we are going to be opening MSJ’s doors 
to a co-educational learning environment. It’s a huge 
change but MSJ has always been a place of tradition, 
excellent and warmth. That will be our continuing ethos.” 

Dr Lloyd was 10 years at St Mary’s Ascot, the girls’ 
independent school, and has also been Head at co-
educational schools. 

We had an inspection 
in January… and 

they couldn’t speak 
highly enough about 

the teaching and 
learning. And the 

sense of support and 
the quality of the 

relationships

››› �3���7���2��

�'�U���*�D�U�H�W�K���/�O�R�\�G���D�W���W�K�H�� 
�9�D�O�H�W�H���F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\�����0�D�\����������
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“It’s really interesting to draw on 
my experiences as a Head of co-
educational schools and MSJ. There 
are the qualities of teamwork and 
leadership. Those are obvious qualities 
but there are the less obvious qualities 
of self-discipline, kindness, forgiveness, 
the ability to have fun at all times, 
the ability to encourage, support and 
empathise. That’s what I see all the 
time. Recently, the Sixth Form put 
on an extraordinary performance 
of Six, the musical, and it was such a 
celebration of friendship you could 
see on stage. They will remember that 
for the rest of their lives and it was 
just fabulous. I want our new chapter 
to continue this tradition of respect, 
consideration and kindness.” 

�–�Q�V�S�H�F�W�L�R�Q
MSJ was inspected by the Independent Schools 
Inspectorate (ISI) in January 2025 and Dr Lloyd says: 
“They couldn’t speak highly enough about the teaching 
and learning. And the sense of support and the quality 
of relationships.

“One of the inspector’s quotes was: ‘Leaders 
provide a well-rounded curriculum and extensive  
co-curricular opportunities that foster academic 
progress, creativity and personal development’.” 

“In the last year, I’ve been to China and Thailand 
and my new Admissions Team has been to northern 
Europe and will have been to Kazakhstan and 
Uzbekistan by the time this magazine is published.” 

The team has also visited Miami for interested 
South American parents and their children and Dr 
Lloyd still thinks that there is untapped interest that 
should come from London: “We have the train link 
to Paddington and MSJ is such a great opportunity 
to have a weekly boarding school experience, for 
example, in beautiful surroundings but with such  
direct access to London.” 

�–�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q
Looking back to my time at MGC – a long time ago 
now! – it was always an opportunity to meet people 
from around the world. It was the same for other 
founding schools and, in fact, all boarding schools 
around the UK. 

“A British education has always been the gold 
standard,” says Dr Lloyd. “Our independent sector has 
�V�R���R�I�W�H�Q���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q�W�R���<�H�D�U���������>�4�U�V�W���\�H�D�U���*�&�6�(�@����
�Z�K�R���Y�H���J�R�Q�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���*�&�6�(���D�Q�G���$���/�H�Y�H�O�V���V�S�H�F�L�4�F�D�O�O�\���Z�L�W�K��
a view to going to a British university.” The 20% VAT on 
school fees has been a huge imposition. 

“I think the 20% VAT tax is nothing but the politics 
of envy. There is no business sense. There is actually 
no educational argument to support it. The fact that so 

many Local Education Authorities (LEAs) and secondary 
school Heads in the state sector have said: ‘This is 
just not making sense.’ It saddens me. You look at the 
damage it is doing to the reputation of independent 
education in the UK at a global level. 

“International students won’t come for university,” 
Dr Lloyd continues. “They’ll go to Australia. They’ll go  
�W�R���&�D�Q�D�G�D�����$�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�L�H�V���R�•�H�U���D���I�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F��
quality to the degree and, of course, they’re going to 
capitalise on this ridiculous VAT on the school fees.  
Of course, they are. They’re doing it already. I know 
from the school agents with whom I’m in contact.” 

With MSJ, Galaxy Global Education Group is 
absorbing all but 7.5% of the 20% VAT. “We have 
recently reviewed our fees with the GGEG Board  
with the view of being as supportive as possible to  
our current and prospective parents,” says Dr Lloyd. 
“We have tried to align our fees with the other  
schools within GGEG and reduced our day fees.” 

�/�L�Q�N�V���Z�L�W�K���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\
Over the past year, Dr Lloyd and his team have been 
growing their network of contacts in Worcestershire 
�D�Q�G���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���D�4�H�O�G����

�
�:�H���G�R�Q���W���K�D�Y�H���D���K�L�J�K���H�Q�R�X�J�K���S�U�R�4�O�H�������V�D�\�V��
Dr Lloyd. “The School hasn’t been extolling its 
extraordinary virtues, literally on the doorstep.” 

MSJ’s new Outreach and Enrichment Co-ordinator 
has organised a series of dinners and breakfasts, 
with local businesses and others: “She is very 
entrepreneurial, very lateral thinking. We are really 
trying to reconnect with the community.” 

Dr Lloyd – now that GGEG is in place – is also out 
every Tuesday connecting with local nursery and primary 
schools. He meets parents, other Heads and Governors. 

�
�0�\���4�U�V�W���\�H�D�U���K�D�V���D�O�V�R���E�H�H�Q���D�E�R�X�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J��
the competition in the area, of which there is much. 

�'�U���*�D�U�H�W�K���/�O�R�\�G���D�Q�G���-�H�V�V�����0�6�-���������������D�W���W�K�H��
�3�L�]�]�D���	���3�U�R�V�H�F�F�R���2�*�$���H�Y�H�Q�W�����$�S�U�L�O����������
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We need people to know about MSJ and our excellent 
results and education proposition. Whether it is in 
the academic area, or Sport, or Music, or Drama, 
or debating, public speaking and critical thinking, 
these are the opportunities that MSJ students have, 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O��
competencies. 100% it starts with the Mini MSJs, all  
the way through.” 

�.�H�\���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V
�'�U���/�O�R�\�G���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V���V�S�H�F�L�4�F�D�O�O�\���W�K�H���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
assemblies – achievement/award assemblies.  
These are in Maths, Sciences, Sports, Performing 
Arts, among others: “We have recently had one of the 
students receiving her Diploma in Piano, which is the 
equivalent of a degree in practical musical terms.” 

�–�Q���-�X�O�\���������������'�U���/�O�R�\�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G���K�L�V���4�U�V�W���H�Y�H�U���6�K�L�S�V��
Race at the end of the Summer Term. “The girls 
came running over the Hills,” says Dr Lloyd. “It was 
about three miles cross-country and the students all 
dressed up. I’m already hearing that, this year, it’s so 
competitive. I do joke: ‘All Head teachers are supposed 
to say it’s not about the winning, it’s the taking part 
but, in that case, I’m the worst Head Teacher you’ll 
ever encounter because I always tell the student 
to win. I also say: ‘What’s the point in playing Sport 
unless you want to win?’. But, at the same time, I 
say: ‘Win graciously and lose graciously.’ But we all 
�N�Q�R�Z���Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���L�V���V�R���P�X�F�K���P�R�U�H���I�X�Q�����–�W���V�H�W�V���R�•���D�O�O���W�K�H��
adrenalin. You just have all that endorphin high.”

�%�L�J�J�H�U���S�L�F�W�X�U�H
Dr Lloyd is working hard alongside GGEG. Mrs Gao  
has three secondary schools in China, educating 
around 17,000 children. 

“If you include the fourth school in the GGEG 
group, now announced as Plymouth College, between 
the four UK schools, we educate around 1,200 
students per year. This allows every single student 
within the GGEG to cultivate a global mindset. If we 
can establish a set of shared values, these are the 
exciting opportunities ahead.” 

“I think very early on, I have suggested we hold a 
conference which will become annual for the Heads, 
Senior Deputy Heads, Bursars and Chairs of Governors 
for the 10 schools in the UK. We need to establish a 
shared mission statement that is globally minded. If 
the students take the values that are shared across 
the whole group, then think of the legacy we leave. 
Why not think big?” 

�&�D�S�L�W�D�O���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W��
For now, the three capital projects for MSJ as GGEG 
arrive in Malvern will be: classroom refurbishment, 
boarding accommodation updates and Sports’ 
facilities upgrades. Then, there is the smooth 
integration of introducing boys into the mix. 

“I need the MSJ and founding school alumnae 
and Honorary Members to be our best marketing 
tool,” says Dr Lloyd. “It’s at this point that we need to 
pull together. So many of the OGA really value their 
Malvern education and that’s what we need to keep 
�H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V�L�Q�J�����:�H���R�•�H�U���D���Z�R�U�O�G���F�O�D�V�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P��
ages three to 18 and that’s not going away. I am very 
excited for the future of the School.” •

�'�U���*�D�U�H�W�K���/�O�R�\�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���0�L�Q�L���0�6�-�V
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ANNUAL EVENTS  
PROGRAMME
Here are just some of the events Old Girls and 
Honorary Members have been invited to this year

OGA REUNIONS 2024

�&�O�R�F�N�Z�L�V�H���I�U�R�P���W�R�S���O�H�I�W�����'�H�V�V�H�U�W���D�W���W�K�H���2�*�$���6�X�P�P�H�U���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q���������������-�D�Q�H���–�P�U�D�\�����'�D�Y�L�H�V���� 
�/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H���������������O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�W���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H���S�L�H�F�H�V���Z�L�W�K���'�X�V�H�O�L�Q�H���6�W�H�Z�D�U�W�����)�R�U�P�H�U���/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H���+�H�D�G�P�L�V�W�U�H�V�V������
�'�U���*�D�U�H�W�K���/�O�R�\�G���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���6�X�P�P�H�U���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q�����0�6�-���2�O�G���*�L�U�O�V���D�W���W�K�H���6�X�P�P�H�U���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q��������������
�&�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���-�R�Q�H�V�����0�*�&���������������Z�L�W�K���-�X�G�L�W�K���&�O�H�H�Y�H�U�����'�D�Y�L�V�����0�*�&���������������D�W���W�K�H���6�X�P�P�H�U���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q���� 
�2�O�G���*�L�U�O�V���U�H�D�G�\���I�R�U���O�X�Q�F�K���D�W���W�K�H���6�X�P�P�H�U���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q�����2�O�G���*�L�U�O�V�����&�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���X�S���D�W���W�K�H���2�*�$���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q��
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�&�O�R�F�N�Z�L�V�H���I�U�R�P���W�R�S���O�H�I�W�����0�*�&���������<�H�D�U���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q���L�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������-�D�Q�H���–�P�U�D�\�����'�D�Y�L�H�V�����/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H��������������
�Z�L�W�K���-�D�Q�H���%�D�U�U�D�F�O�R�X�J�K���D�W���W�K�H���6�X�P�P�H�U���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q�����&�K�D�W�W�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���2�*�$���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q�����/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H���J�U�R�X�S���S�K�R�W�R��
�W�D�N�H�Q���D�W���W�K�H���2�*�$���6�X�P�P�H�U���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q���������������*�H�W�W�L�Q�J���U�H�D�G�\���I�R�U���O�X�Q�F�K���D�W���W�K�H���6�X�P�P�H�U���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q������������
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PUDDING CLUB CAREERS 
TALKS HOSTED BY 
OLD GIRL PRESENTERS

HONORARY MEMBERS 
COFFEE MORNING

�'�U���*�D�U�H�W�K���/�O�R�\�G���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H��
�+�R�Q�R�U�D�U�\���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���&�R�•�H�H���0�R�U�Q�L�Q�J

�/�L�]�]�\���+�D�O�G�D�U�����%�H�Q�Q�H�W�W�����0�6�-��������������
�V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���D�W���3�X�G�G�L�Q�J���&�O�X�E
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PRIZEGIVING

PIZZA AND 
PROSECCO

VISITORS

�0�R�O�O�\���D�Q�G���)�L�R�Q�D���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�W���J�R�R�G�\���E�D�J�V���� 
�0�L�G�G�O�H�����*�L�U�O�V���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���R�•���W�K�H�L�U���2�*�$���J�R�R�G�\���E�D�J�V

�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J���U�H�I�U�H�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V��
�D�W���W�K�H���3�L�]�]�D���	���3�U�R�V�H�F�F�R���H�Y�H�Q�W

�*�L�U�O�V���H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���4�X�D�G���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�'�U���*�D�U�H�W�K���/�O�R�\�G�����*�H�P�P�D���%�U�X�F�H�����.�Q�R�Z�O�H�V�����6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V���	���7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\��
�������������D�Q�G���%�H�F�N�\���)�L�V�K�H�U�����0�6�-���������������V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���D�W���3�U�L�]�H�J�L�Y�L�Q�J

�/�H�I�W�����-�D�T�X�H�O�L�Q�H���/�D�P�����0�6�-��������������
�D�Q�G���&�K�H�7�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���'�L���:�H�L�V�V�E�H�U�J����
�7�H�D�F�K�H�U���R�I���$�U�W���D�W���0�6�-

�&�K�D�Q�F�\���&�K�D�Q���D�Q�G�� 
�9�L�R�O�D���=�K�D�R�����0�6�-������������ �$�Q�J�H�O�D���)�H�Q�J���D�Q�G���/�L�O�\���4�L�X�����0�6�-������������
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�&�O�R�F�N�Z�L�V�H���I�U�R�P���W�R�S���O�H�I�W�����*�L�Y�L�Q�J���'�D�\���E�D�X�E�O�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���4�X�D�G�����6�W�D�O�O�V���V�H�W���X�S���D�W���W�K�H���0�6�-��
�)�H�V�W�L�Y�H���)�X�Q���'�D�\�����0�U���)�L�V�K�H�U���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���I�X�Q���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���&�U�D�F�N�H�U��
�&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�����6�K�R�S�S�H�U�V���P�D�N�L�Q�J���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���)�H�V�W�L�Y�H���)�X�Q���'�D�\�����*�L�I�W�V���W�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H��
�D�W���W�K�H���)�H�V�W�L�Y�H���)�X�Q���'�D�\�����)�D�F�H�S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���)�H�V�W�L�Y�H���)�X�Q���'�D�\�����0�*�&���$�U�F�K�L�Y�H���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O��
�G�L�V�S�O�D�\�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q�����-�H�Z�H�O�O�H�U�\���V�W�D�O�O���D�W���W�K�H���)�H�V�W�L�Y�H���)�X�Q���'�D�\��
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FROM THE FORMER
HEADMISTRESS

Mrs Pippa Leggate , Headmistress of Malvern Girls’ College 1997-2006

...now the chance  
to discover parts  

of Europe has 
provided an exciting, 

new priority.

�%�H�I�R�U�H���–���U�H�W�L�U�H�G�����–���F�R�X�O�G���Q�H�Y�H�U��
�L�P�D�J�L�Q�H���K�R�Z���S�H�R�S�O�H���4�O�O�H�G���W�K�H�L�U��
�O�L�Y�H�V���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���U�H�W�L�U�H�G�����1�R�Z���–��
�U�H�D�O�L�V�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���V�R���P�D�Q�\��
�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���P�X�V�W��
�S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�V�H�����V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���L�V��
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J���R�Q�H���V���W�L�P�H�����W�R���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H��
�F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V����
�$�Q�\�Z�D�\�����W�K�H���S�D�V�W���\�H�D�U���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�L�Q�F�H���–���K�D�Y�H��
�E�H�H�Q���D�E�O�H���W�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���S�D�U�W�V���R�I��
�(�X�U�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���–���Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G��
�E�H�I�R�U�H���D�Q�G���F�D�W�F�K���X�S���Z�L�W�K�����R�O�G���� 
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�V����

In the past living abroad in Africa, Asia and the 
�0�L�G�G�O�H���(�D�V�W���P�\���W�U�D�Y�H�O�V���Z�H�U�H���I�D�U���D�4�H�O�G�����E�X�W���Q�R�Z���W�K�H��
chance to discover parts of Europe has provided an 
exciting, new priority. Similarly, keeping in touch with 
‘old’ friends and colleagues from past chapters in my 
life has been very special this year, as was illustrated 
by an amazing Bahrain International School Reunion 
in April. Quite simply as a crowd of us who had 
worked together in Bahrain in the 1980s met up,  
the years just rolled back!

On a personal level, it has 
been a happy year marked by 
the joys of having a home in 
a village community in rural 
Gloucestershire, with a lovely 
garden, plenty of involvement 
in local events, proximity to my 
daughter and friends, as well as 
the lively company of my canine 
companions!

Considering the larger global 
picture however, it seems that 

there are times in history when there are more changes 
or upheavals than others. It certainly appears that 2024 
fell into that category, with strife in the Middle East and 
the Ukraine, as well as political change in both the UK 
and the US. Neither the July General Election in Britain 
with the return of the Labour party, nor the November 
US Presidential Election with the return of President 
Trump and the Republicans can be ignored, as the 
impact on our interconnected global society and on us 
as individuals may well be far reaching.

An area of obvious impact however, relates to 
�W�K�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�•�H�U�H�G���L�Q���R�X�U���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���V�H�H�P�V��
that sadly the independent sector in Britain is facing 
particular challenges. In 1997 when I became Head 
of MGC, there were similar concerns after Labour 
won the May election with Tony Blair’s mantra 
of “Education, Education, Education”. In fact, the 
emphasis then was on sharing excellence rather than 
undermining achievement and at MGC we found ways 
�W�R���Z�R�U�N���H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���L�Q���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���O�R�F�D�O���S�U�L�P�D�U�\��
and secondary schools sharing expertise notably in 
Music, Classics and ICT. We can only hope that as 
we look forward there will continue to be ways to 
promote achievement and excellence, since our  
future depends on keeping ahead, as well as 
encouraging high standards.

Meanwhile, look after yourselves and continue to 
aim high in whatever you undertake, wherever you  
are in the world!
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1920s Leavers 

1950s Leavers 

NEWS 

I enjoyed  
learning from the 

French teacher 
very much…

�3�D�X�O�L�Q�H���7�R�R�W�H�O�O�����%�X�Q�G�H�\�����0�*�&������������, an Old Girl and 
sister to two fellow alumnae, was proud to celebrate 
her 100th birthday in September last year.

�'�U���*�L�O�O�L�D�Q���/�H�Z�L�V�����-�D�F�R�E�V���� 
MGC 1950) writes:

In 1942 and 1943, I was a day  
girl at Walthamstow Hall in 
Sevenoaks, Kent. At that time,  
�–���Z�D�V���������D�Q�G���������\�H�D�U�V�b�R�O�G�����–���U�R�G�H��
my bicycle there and back daily 
and I spent my free time at home 
breeding rabbits for sale to a local 
butcher. I was pleased to do this 
as my contribution to the War 
�(�•�R�U�W���b�2�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���P�H�D�W�����V�X�F�K���D�V��
beef, was heavily rationed, as most 
other regular food was also, but 
rabbits were not, so people could 
eat rabbit meat, which is delicious, 
when they wanted more meat than 
they could obtain with coupons.

I was 14 years old when I 
entered Malvern Girls’ College. 
Life then became much more 
constrained, as our daily and 
weekend life was detailed and 
limited. Classes were strictly 40 
minutes in length, with about 
10 minutes of noisy relaxation 
throughout the building before we 
resumed concentration on study 
once more.

There were three terms of 
several months a year, and three 
holiday periods, the Summer 
�K�R�O�L�G�D�\�b�E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�R�Q�J�H�V�W��

I enjoyed learning from the 
French teacher for my School 
�&�H�U�W�L�4�F�D�W�H���Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K�����6�K�H���Z�D�V��

a White Russian Princess, who 
�K�D�G���Q�R���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���T�X�D�O�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
whatsoever. She was partly blind 
and a little deaf. We respected 
�K�H�U���H�Q�R�U�P�R�X�V�O�\�����6�K�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���4�U�V�W��
teach grammar and then simple 
sentences. She gave each of us 
a little book and she read a page 
of it slowly every French lesson. 
�:�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D�Q�\���G�L�]�F�X�O�W�\��

for any of us, she explained the 
grammar and the meaning to us, 
which we each copied into our 
little French grammar book. So, we 
heard and understood the French 
�4�U�V�W�����W�K�H�Q���O�H�D�U�Q�W���W�K�H���J�U�D�P�P�D�U���b

Our lessons were largely verbal, 
not written. We had to learn that 
page for every homework. We 
had to repeat the French 

�*�L�O�O�L�D�Q���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���H�L�J�K�W���I�R�R�W���Z�D�O�N�Z�D�\���D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���K�H�U���J�D�U�G�H�Q

››› �3���7���2��
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that we had learned during the 
following lesson, each girl a few 
sentences at a time, so verbal 
French was easily mastered.

I asked Mademoiselle once 
about her education in Russia.  
She said she had spent six years  
of study at a Russian university  
and had to study Arts and Sciences. 
�$�W���W�K�H���4�Q�D�O���H�[�D�P�����W�K�H���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H��
had no choice. When I asked her 
what exam she had to write about 
�I�R�U���K�H�U���4�Q�D�O�V�����V�K�H���U�H�S�O�L�H�G�����2�S�W�L�F�V����

Once I saw her riding a bicycle on 
a public road just outside the College 
and I was aghast with horror.

My French was above average 
and gave me a pleasant experience 
when I stayed with a French brother 
and sister in Paris.

I also enjoyed the English 
lessons. The English teacher gave 
us a deep view of people’s feelings 
that I had not felt before. 

I was sorry I had to give up 
contact with the French and 
English teachers when I chose to 
�W�D�N�H���+�L�J�K�H�U���6�F�K�R�R�O���&�H�U�W�L�4�F�D�W�H���L�Q��
Sciences. We were cloistered in 
the Science block, a distance away 
from the main School, and there 
�R�X�U���V�W�X�G�\���Z�D�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�4�H�G��

I was astonished when the 
Chemistry teacher showed us a 
lump of pure Sodium, an element 
�D�Q�G���D���P�H�W�D�O�����L�Q���R�L�O�����D�Q�G���F�X�W���R�•���D���W�L�Q�\��
piece of it and put it in water, where 
it appeared to burn up as it reacted 
rapidly with water. She said it was 
too dangerous to keep Potassium 
in a school laboratory. She showed 
us other pure metals with their 
reactions and called Mercury an 
element and a metal, though liquid 
�D�W���U�R�R�P���W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���b

We had two-hour practical 
lessons, done in pairs. We 
even made copies of our own 
photographs, but I didn’t make 
good ones.

Studying was intense. There 
weren’t any suitable books to 
rely upon for what we needed to 
know. So, this meant making notes 
carefully, and relying upon them 
for our future exams.

I passed the exams, some with 
Distinction. I think this accounted 
for my entry to St Mary’s Hospital 
Medical School, London, as I 
wanted to qualify as a doctor. 

Just as I was leaving the 
entrance interview with the Chief 
Medical School doctor, I heard  
him say: ‘What a nice girl’.

My uncle, who was a general 
medical practitioner, told me that 
while he was training at St Mary’s 
Hospital, he tied his horse to the 
railings. There was no Medical 
School building in his day.

�7�K�H�U�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���4�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���R�I��
training, two of which involved 
laboratory work, without patients, 
and three which involved watching 
senior doctors practising their 
specialty in their own wards. 
This was far more valuable to 
medical students than reading 
medical books. I can remember 
certain doctor’s practices to this 
day. An illness is not quite the 
same between one patient and 
another, and therefore is not 
treated identically, and that is the 
�G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D���J�R�R�G���G�R�F�W�R�U��
and a poor one.

I decided 
to specialise in 
Psychiatry. I did not 
want to be a general 
practitioner. I thought 
that a psychiatrist 
can increase his/her 
skill steadily over a 
lifetime of work, while 
other specialties 
depend much less on 
a doctor’s personal 
involvement. I am 
referring to neurotics 
and associated 
emotional disorders.

Psychotic patients do not 
tolerate even their own family’s 
kind interest in them, nor in their 
own doctor’s. Their family and their 
doctor should treat a psychotic 
patient at a certain distance, and 
deal with him/her in a matter-of-
fact manner.

Over some years, I became 
more and more responsible for 
outpatients, and was treating  
them alone, without supervision  
of a Consultant. Statistics at one time 
stated I was seeing 1,000 patients 
over a stated period, which was more 

I passed the exams,  
some with Distinction.  
I think this accounted  

for my entry to  
St Mary’s Hospital 

Medical School, London.

�*�L�O�O�L�D�Q���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���G�R�J����
�/�X�O�X�����L�Q���K�H�U���I�U�R�Q�W���J�D�U�G�H�Q

�3�D�E�O�R���D�Q�G���*�L�O�O�L�D�Q���/�H�Z�L�V
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�0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W���&�K�L�W�W�R�F�N�����'�D�Y�L�H�V�����0�*�&������������ writes:

Dear Malvern St James, An MGC memory for you from the 1940s: 
I often hear Arnold Bax compositions on BBC Radio 3. He was 
Master of the Kings Music in 1942, a prestigious title, and his niece 
was at MGC older than me and in the Sixth form.

�7�U�L�F�L�D���:�L�O�N�L�Q�V�R�Q�����0�D�U�V�G�H�Q�����0�*�&��������������writes:

Here is a photo for the OGA magazine. Sarah Stanley (Wilkinson,  
MGC 1986) is at the back with Mollie, her little dog. I am on the left  
and Marianne Fry (Newman, MGC 1951)  is on the right. We were  
having lunch together near Marianne’s home in Norfolk.

than any other doctor in the hospital 
where I was working full time.

The outpatients I saw were often 
involved in a legal action against 
them, which often required a 
medical viewpoint, usually for the 
defence, and so needed a medical 
report, and perhaps an appearance 
in court. 

This was easier than I had 
anticipated originally, as it simply 
needed a medical opinion expressed 
in everyday terms. This outpatient 
work grew such that I was often not 
available in the hospital. 

I have had to appear in court 
in the major courts in London, 
sometimes without due notice, 
so I have had to cancel outpatient 
appointments without any time to 
warn the outpatient and alter the 
appointment.

I felt delighted with work that 
easily would not have been done at 
all, as doctors often prefer to stick 
strictly to medicine, and leave other 
matters to their professionals. 
This work, for which I was solely 
responsible for all that I did, 
gave me the most satisfactory 
experience of my professional life.

When I reached near the highest 
pension rate of the National Health 
Service, I retired and joined the 
Prison Service. 

I worked there for nearly six 
years before my age required 
me to retire again. I was given a 
small monthly pension. I am still 
receiving both of them.

I did not want to live alone in a 
London suburb. I wanted to visit 
warmer climates, where I could 
enjoy myself outside for much of 
the year. It soon became apparent 
�W�K�D�W���–���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���D�•�R�U�G���W�R���Y�L�V�L�W���V�X�F�K��
places; I would have to live there. 

I read some information which 
stated that many people stay in 
Costa Rica for years. The medical 
facilities are in a high rank there.

So, I arrived in Costa Rica in 2000, 
and within two years had bought 
a house in which I am still living. 
I rescued a dog from the Animal 
Refuge Department not far away, 
who enjoys my front and back 
garden, which are large enough for 

I plan as carefully 
as I can for 

each of the days 
ahead.

her not to be taken for walks. 
Oddly enough, each day is very 

�G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���G�D�\���E�H�I�R�U�H����
Time is so full that every minute is 
catered for. I am 93 years old and, 
although I have illnesses, none are 
life-threatening. I plan as carefully 
as I can for each of the days ahead.

I was capable of improving 
much of the decoration myself, 
and did so, but now I simply make 
directions for an able person, who 
is paid (but not enough) to do it 
for me. I have made irreversible 
arrangements for him to take over 
possession of the house, garden 

and furniture when I pass on, which 
is possible in Central and South 
America. I am delighted with this 
�D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W�b�D�Q�G���V�R���L�V���K�H���b�:�L�W�K���E�H�V�W��
regards to the School. •
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My cousin, Andrew Loryman, and I 
sent a consignment of books, toys, 
jigsaws, clothes and tennis rackets 
and balls etc which has just arrived 
nearly four months later!!

A better update on the school  
is that there are 180 pupils from  
two and a half to 12, when they sit  
the Grade VI exam. If they pass  
it they go on to secondary  

�:�L�W�K���&�O�D�L�U�H���D�Q�G���K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���I�R�U���K�H�U�������W�K���%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���D�W���&�O�X�E���0�H�G���L�Q���7�X�U�N�H�\

�7�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q���=�D�P�E�L�D

�'�H�L�U�G�U�H���.�L�Q�O�R�F�K���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q��
���/�R�U�\�P�D�Q�����0�*�&��������������writes:

Douglas and I celebrated our 
daughter Claire’s 60th Birthday 
with her husband, Ken and 
all their six children, many of 
whom travelled long distances 
to be with us. We went to Club 
Med in Turkey for a week of 
sunshine, sporting activity, fun 
and gastronomy. We have three 
children, Claire, Peter and John, 
and eight grandchildren: two have 
graduated from University in the 
US and are now in the workplace, 
three are undergraduates at Tufts 
University (US), St Andrews and 
Edinburgh, and three are still at 
school in Seattle (US), Glasgow 
and Edinburgh.

Our Loryman family project 
to build a school in a remote part 
of Zambia is now up and running 
for 150 children age two to eight, 
who are receiving an education 
that had never previously 
been available, and who would 
otherwise have remained 
uneducated. All teaching takes 
place in English!

education. If they don’t, their 
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���4�Q�L�V�K�H�G���� 
The school has seven teachers.

It might be of interest for you to 
know that the children didn’t know 
what to do with the tennis rackets, 
they didn’t know what they were, 
and they had never seen jigsaws.

It seems that nobody has ever 
taught them to smile!!!

36
OGA NEWS 
SPRING/SUMMER 2025



�+�H�O�H�Q���%�X�F�N�L�Q�J�K�D�P�����*�R�G�G�H�Q�����0�*�&�����������������/�X�F�L�Q�G�D���)�U�H�Z�L�Q�����+�R�U�Q�H�U����
�0�*�&�����������������&�O�D�U�H���0�X�U�U�D�\�����:�D�G�G�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����0�*�&���������������D�Q�G���7�D�Q�L�D���6�Z�H�H�W����

1960s Leavers 

�7�D�Q�\�D���6�Z�H�H�W�����6�L�P�S�V�R�Q�����0�*�&��������������writes: 

Recently, four of us had a wonderful reunion dinner  
in Auckland, New Zealand. It was such fun.
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�7�L�V�K�\���%�D�\�Q�H�����0�D�F�N�H�Q�]�L�H�����0�*�&��������������writes:

Well hello everyone, I am still here!! I wrote 
last year that I had sadly been diagnosed in 
November 2023 with terminal secondaries 
of my 2022 primary bladder cancer (with 
which I did think I had got away, after my 
12 apparently successful sessions of BCG 
Immunotherapy!) and that it was therefore 
unlikely that I should be able, or even 
indeed still here, to arrange another Norfolk 
Reunion in September 2024. 

I underwent a course of Chemotherapy 
at Addenbrooke’s in Cambridge from 
January to June, which did succeed in 
keeping my cancer at bay, so as I felt quite 
well, Christopher and I were delighted to 
begin arranging the Reunion for September 
after all! However, heart-breakingly, in July 
my beloved Christopher was suddenly 
diagnosed with an extremely aggressive 
form of lung cancer, of which he sadly died 
on 1 September, so the 2024 Reunion was 
not, after all, able to take place.

�–���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���R�Q���D���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I��
�L�P�P�X�Q�R�W�K�H�U�D�S�\���D�I�W�H�U���4�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���P�\��
Chemotherapy, but as this did not seem to 
�E�H���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q�\���H�•�H�F�W�����P�\���O�R�Y�H�O�\���2�Q�F�R�O�R�J�L�V�W��
�R�•�H�U�H�G���P�H���D���4�Q�D�O���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���V�W�D�U�W���R�Q���D���Q�H�Z��
drug Trial at Addenbrooke’s in November. 
A scan at the end of January showed that 
this treatment is indeed having some good 
response, so I am able to remain on the 

trial for the time being and I am still feeling 
�4�Q�H�����V�R���4�Q�J�H�U�V���F�U�R�V�V�H�G���D�Q�G���S�H�U�K�D�S�V���–���V�K�D�O�O��
be able to arrange another Norfolk Reunion 
in September 2025! On the other hand, 
however, if there is anyone who would be 
happy to take it over, do please get in touch 
with me and I shall happily hand over all the 
names and email addresses etc. My email 
address is pbayne46@gmail.com .

In the meantime, my three wonderful 
daughters have been an enormous help 
to me. Lorna is living in the next-door 
�Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�����&�D�W�U�L�R�Q�D���L�V���4�Y�H���P�L�Q�X�W�H�V�����D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P��
Addenbrooke’s and Elspeth is rather further 
�D�Z�D�\���L�Q���0�D�F�F�O�H�V�4�H�O�G�����(�Y�H�U�\���F�R�X�S�O�H���R�I��
months the four of us go away for a lovely 
‘Girlie weekend’ somewhere, not to mention 
their driving me up and down every Friday 
to Addenbrooke’s for my weekly treatments, 
as I have not been able to drive for the past 
year, since the cancer came back and caused 
irritating, serious lymphadenopathy in my 
right leg! In addition, I have many lovely 
friends in the village and elsewhere who 
often pop in to see me or to take me out for 
�F�R�•�H�H�V���D�Q�G���O�X�Q�F�K�H�V�����V�R���–���D�P���D���W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�O�\��
spoilt woman and continuing to live in the 
house where Christopher and I had lived 
happily for almost 34 years!

With very best wishes to you all.
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1970s Leavers 

HATFIELD OGS GET  
TOGETHER IN COLWALL
�)�H�O�L�F�L�W�\���5�R�E�L�Q�V�R�Q�� 
���5�L�Y�H�W�W�����0�*�&��������������writes:

�–�W���Z�D�V���D���4�O�W�K�\���Z�H�W���V�W�R�U�P�\���G�D�\���Z�L�W�K��
low cloud, so we couldn’t even see 
the hills for fog! Despite that we 
had a great lunch together and 
chatted for hours! One key topic 
was, unsurprisingly, the sale of our 
old house! As a local, I shall watch 
with interest what happens next on 
�W�K�H���+�D�W�4�H�O�G���V�L�W�H�������D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���–���K�H�D�U��
there may be new plans afoot. 

We had also planned to have 
a walk up Black Hill too, but the 
weather had other ideas!

�+�H�O�H�Q���3�X�J�K�����0�*�&��������������writes:

The Malvern WhatsApp group of a few of us 1974 leavers was set up in 
lockdown and still continues. We use it to arrange our meetings. This 
year, we met at Embankment and got a boat to Greenwich. This was very 
interesting but considering it was early June, it was not warm! We followed 
this with our usual lunch and chat.

�)�H�O�L�F�L�W�\���5�R�E�L�Q�V�R�Q�����5�L�Y�H�W�W�������W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�K�R�W�R�������&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�H���&�K�D�P�E�H�U�V�����6�D�\�H�U�V������
�&�D�W�K�\���:�R�R�G�����6�P�L�W�K�������&�D�U�L�Q�D���$�O�V�X�S�S�����0�F�0�L�O�O�D�Q�������-�X�G�\���6�L�Q�J�O�H�W�R�Q�����5�H�G�I�H�D�U�Q������ 
�)�L�R�Q�D���-�R�Q�H�V�����/�D�L�G�O�D�Z�������*�H�R�U�J�L�Q�D���+�D�O�O�L�J�D�Q�����3�D�F�N�P�D�Q�������&�H�L�Q�Z�H�Q���/�D�O�O�\�����5�R�O�D�Q�G�V��

�+�H�O�H�Q���3�X�J�K�����W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�K�R�W�R�������)�U�R�Q�W���U�R�Z�����I�U�R�P���O�H�I�W�����&�K�U�L�V���)�L�Q�G�O�D�\�����5�H�H�V�����D�Q�G��
�'�L�D�Q�D���6�P�L�W�K���%�L�O�O�D�U�G�����6�P�L�W�K�������6�H�F�R�Q�G���U�R�Z�����I�U�R�P���O�H�I�W�����/�L�]���*�U�H�H�Q�Z�R�R�G�����0�D�F�N�U�L�O�O������
�'�L�D�Q�D���/�H�Z�L�V�����0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�V�������6�K�H�L�Q�D�]���3�D�Q�M�Z�D�Q�L���D�Q�G���5�R�V�L�H���1�\�H�����3�D�L�Q�W�H�U��
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�-�X�O�L�D���6�R�Z�H�U�E�X�W�W�V�� 
���-�R�V�H�S�K�V�����0�*�&��������������writes:

Julia Browning (Josephs) , 
my mother, is now 98 years 
old and was a pupil at MGC, 
in Benhams and Senior, I 
believe. She attended the 
school before the Second 
World War and, turning 99 
this year, must be one of 
your oldest surviving Old 
Girls! After leaving school, 
she went on to study music 
at the Royal College of Music 
and became a professional 
pianist. Her career was put 
on hold while she raised 
her three children. Later, 
when her husband became 
a priest, she taught herself 
to play the organ and ran 
many church choirs in 
�/�H�L�F�H�V�W�H�U�����–�Q���K�H�U���4�I�W�L�H�V�����-�X�O�L�D��
and her husband took over 
the running of two schools. 
Now, in retirement at 98, 
she is still the organist in 
Walberswick, a small village 
�L�Q���6�X�•�R�O�N�����Z�K�H�U�H���V�K�H���O�H�D�G�V��
the choir with the same 
ambition and precision 
as if it were King’s College 
Choir. Her spirit remains 
truly indomitable. I have put 
my experience as an actor 
and director to good use by 
co-founding INK, where I am 
now the Artistic Director. INK 
is the UK’s largest producer 
of new plays for stage and 
radio, and I’m based in 
�6�X�•�R�O�N�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���–���P���V�W�L�O�O���L�Q��
touch with a few old MGC 
friends, I would love to 
reconnect with Fiona Wolsey 
(Staniland)  and Rosemary 
Windridge . If any Old Girl has 
a child or grandchild in the 

theatre world, do encourage 
them to get in touch —  
we employ many actors!  
�<�R�X���F�D�Q���4�Q�G���R�X�W���P�R�U�H���D�W��
www.inkfestival.org .
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1980s Leavers 

�&�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���-�R�Q�H�V�����0�*�&��������������
writes:

This is me catching up with 
Christina Lewis (Tomlinson)   
and Catherine Roberts (Pearson ). 
We all left in 1980. I thought  
I’d send in a photo!

�7�D�Q�L�W�K���&�D�U�H�\�����0�*�&��������������writes: 

I am a parenting and psychology author who attended Sixth Form at MGC 
from 1982-1984.

My news is that I will be publishing my 14th book in October 2025.  
It’s What’s my BABY thinking? Practical Child Psychology for Modern Parents.

It takes 80 real-life scenarios and brings the most relevant child 
psychology and development in an incredibly easy to use, direct format.

It’s published by DK and is the fourth in the global series, now available 
in more than 40 countries.

As well as continuing to write as an author and journalist, I am now 
training for my Masters in Gestalt psychotherapy.

https://tinyurl.com/2m3t76fr
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�9�L�Y�L�H�Q���7�K�D�P�����0�*�&��������������writes:

We had a mini reunion of MGC friends in Hong Kong over the holiday season as I was 
visiting from Honolulu, Hawaii, on 2 January 2025. In addition to old friends getting 
together, the next generation got to know each other and discuss how school/University/
�&�R�O�O�H�J�H���O�L�I�H���L�V���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���8�.�����+�R�Q�J���.�R�Q�J���D�Q�G���8�6�����–�W���Z�D�V���D���I�X�Q���H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D�O�O��

�*�U�D�F�H���7�V�R�����0�*�&�����������������$�Q�Q�H�W�W�H���7�V�R�����0�*�&�����������������0�L�F�K�H�O�O�H���<�X�����0�*�&���������������� 
�9�L�Y�L�H�Q���7�K�D�P�����0�*�&�����������������9�L�F�N�\���&�K�H�X�N�����0�*�&���������������D�Q�G���$�Q�Q�D���7�D�Q�J�����0�*�&������������

�)�U�R�P���O�H�I�W�����$�U�D�E�H�O�O�D���7�D�Q�����G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���R�I���9�L�Y�L�H�Q���7�K�D�P�������$�V�K�O�H�\���D�Q�G���5�X�S�H�U�W���/�D�P�����G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���D�Q�G���V�R�Q���R�I���9�L�F�N�\���&�K�H�X�N������
�*�D�E�U�L�H�O���/�D�P�����V�R�Q���R�I���$�Q�Q�H�W�W�H���7�V�R�������$�O�H�F���7�D�Q�����V�R�Q���R�I���9�L�Y�L�H�Q���7�K�D�P�����D�Q�G���$�O�L�F�L�D���&�K�D�Q�J�����G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���R�I���0�L�F�K�H�O�O�H���<�X��
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1990s Leavers 

�$�X�J�X�V�W�D���+�D�U�U�L�V�����0�*�&��������������writes:

I was known as Gussie Davies and 
was in Mount then Poulton houses 
at MGC. I think I might have left 
after A Levels in 1994.

I am based in Essex and central 
London and work full time as a 
Blue Badge tourist guide in London 
and southern England. It’s not a 
career I considered at School to 
say the least. Fortunately, it serves 
me remarkably well.

�9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D���6�F�R�W�W�����0�L�O�Q�H�����0�*�&��������������writes:

�0�\���4�I�W�K���Q�R�Y�H�O����The Storyteller’s Daughter, was published by Boldwood Books 
in January 2025. It’s a dual timeline gothic mystery set in the Surrey Hills. 
I’ve attached a picture of the cover for you, and my author pic. I’m a former 
BBC journalist and now lecture in journalism at Kingston University. I live 
on a Thames island with my husband, Teil, and two children, Raphie, 14, 
and Ella, 10. More info on my website, www.toryscott.com .

�9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D���6�F�R�W�W
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2000s Leavers 

�+�D�Q�Q�D�K���)�R�[�����0�*�&��������������writes:

Just thought I’d send over a short update on a few old MGC girls 
which you might like to include in the next mag update. 

Ness, Beckky, Cat, Shelly and I are all still friends (nearly 30 years 
after meeting!) and I thought it would be nice to share news on our 
trip last year.

MGC old girls Vanessa Spooner (Lovatt, 2001) , Rebecca Walden 
���9�D�4�D�G�L�V��������������, Cat Amoah (Rogers, 1999) , Shelly Manalan (2001)  
and Hannah Fox (2001)  had been pooling a monthly deposit into a 
joint savings account since the age of 35 with the aim of going on a 
�����W�K���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���K�R�O�L�G�D�\�����7�K�L�V���4�Q�D�O�O�\���K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G�����D���\�H�D�U���O�D�W�H����
in 2024 when we headed to beautiful Palma for a few days. It was a 
wonderful trip and we feel so happy to still be in touch and meeting 
up regularly all these years later.

CELEBRATING MGC ALUMNAE 
AT THE RCGP ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE
�1�D�W�D�V�K�D���%�H�K�O���*�X�S�W�D�� 
���%�H�K�O�����0�*�&��������������writes:

We are proud to celebrate the 
achievements of Dr. Natasha  
Behl Gupta (Behl, MGC 2002)  and 
Dr. Itunuoluwa Johnson-Sogbetun 
(Johnson, MGC 2002)�����Z�K�R���4�U�V�W��
met as roommates in Poulton 
and have since gone on to build 
successful careers as GPs. 

In October 2024, they reunited 
at the Royal College of General 
Practitioners Annual Conference 
in Liverpool, where they presented 
their professional work. Their 
journey from schooldays at MGC 
to making an impact in primary 
care is an inspiration to all.
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�-�X�G�L�W�K���D�Q�G���K�H�U���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���-�R�K�Q

�(�O�L�V�D�E�H�W�K���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���J�U�D�Q�G�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U����
�'�D�L�V�\���(�O�L�V�D�E�H�W�K���-�H�D�Q

�-�X�G�L�W�K���&�O�H�H�Y�H�U�� 
���+�R�Q�R�U�D�U�\���0�H�P�E�H�U���� 
����������  writes:

John and I continue to live in Minchinhampton. We are very 
active in retirement! Family, friends, our home, garden and 
�&�K�X�U�F�K���D�O�O���N�H�H�S���X�V���E�X�V�\�����–���D�P���D���O�D�G�\���Z�K�R���K�D�V���F�R�•�H�H���Z�L�W�K���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V��
rather than lunch! We enjoy holidays, breaks, days out and 
concerts. John and I are very involved in the prayer ministry at 
our local Church where we were married in July 2013. Holy Trinity 
�0�L�Q�F�K�L�Q�K�D�P�S�W�R�Q���K�D�V���M�X�V�W���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���W�K�H���4�Q�D�O���V�W�D�J�H���R�I���L�W�V���$�S�S�H�D�O����
to restore our beautiful stained glass windows which are in real 
need of expert attention. My rôle is to tell the stories behind the 
windows especially  
our Rose window:  
a fascinating task.  
The Princess Royal  
is our Patron. 

I send warmest  
wishes to all my former 
pupils and tutees.

MGC–HONORARY MEMBERS 

�(�O�L�V�D�E�H�W�K���5�D�P�E�U�L�G�J�H�� 
���+�R�Q�R�U�D�U�\���0�H�P�E�H�U����������������writes:

Elisabeth Rambridge is thrilled to be a grandmother to 
little Daisy Elisabeth Jean, and also very relieved to hear 
that 70 – which she has just reached – is the new 60!

�3�D�W�U�L�F�N���+�D�U�U�L�V�����+�R�Q�R�U�D�U�\���0�H�P�E�H�U����
2023) �Z�U�L�W�H�V�����b

I hear you are looking for pet 
photographs. This is me with Copper, 
my four-year-old Border Collie. He 
demands a lot of fuss. MGC/MSJ 
Chemistry Teacher, 1991-2023.

�/�L�Q�G�H���0�H�O�K�X�L�V�K�����+�R�Q�R�U�D�U�\��
�0�H�P�E�H�U����������������writes:

Congratulations to Charlotte 
(Melhuish) and James Irwin-
Singer on the birth of their 
daughter, Élise Amélie, on  

19 July 2024.
I am delighted 

to now be a 
grandmother – 
called Glammére 
– so I must keep 
up standards  
of glamour!

�&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���Z�L�W�K���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�����‹�O�L�V�H���$�P�«�O�L�H
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 IN MEMORIAM
�:�H���V�D�G�O�\���U�H�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���G�H�D�W�K�V��

�'�L�D�Q�D���*�H�U�V�W�O�� 
���'�H�E�H�V�����0�*�&������������
Penelope Gerstl writes: 

I write to you to let you know that 
my mum Diana Gerstl died in 
March 2024. 

Diana joined Malvern Girls’ 
College in 1947 aged 11, joining her 
older sister Sheila Debes (now Lady 
Sheila Harrison) . Diana was a gifted 
cello player having had lessons 
from Carl Fuchs (Royal Manchester 
College of Music). She used to play 
in Malvern Priory on Sundays, not 
because she was religious but 
because it meant she could have a 
leisurely breakfast and be excused 
from morning activities. 

While at Malvern, Di received 
scholarships to both the Royal 
College and the Royal Academy of 
Music in London, which can still be 
seen on the scholarship boards in 
York Hall. Di also excelled at spelling 
and Sports and remembered her 
days at Malvern very fondly. 

�'�L�D�Q�D���*�H�U�V�W�O�����W�D�O�H�Q�W�H�G���F�H�O�O�L�V�W�����Z�K�R���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�G���I�U�R�P��
�W�K�H���5�R�\�D�O���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���5�R�\�D�O���$�F�D�G�H�P�\���R�I���0�X�V�L�F��

�-�X�O�L�H�W�W�H���&�R�U�N�H�U�\�� 
���)�R�X�O�N�H�V�����0�*�&������������
Nicholas Corkery writes  
to let us know: 

This is to inform you 
that, very sadly, my dear 
mother died on 16 July 
2024. Juliette was at MGC 
from 1941-1947. �0�*�&���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V�����&�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���%�X�F�K�D�Q�D�Q�����&�H�F�L�O�\���+�L�J�J�L�Q�V�E�R�W�W�R�P�����X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q�����L�I���D�Q�\�R�Q�H�� 

�N�Q�R�Z�V���Z�K�R���W�K�L�V���L�V�����S�O�H�D�V�H���O�H�W���X�V���N�Q�R�Z�������'�L�D�Q�D���*�H�U�V�W�O���D�Q�G���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�Q�H���7�H�O�O�H�\
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�)�U�R�P���W�R�S���W�R���E�R�W�W�R�P�����&�H�F�L�O�\���+�L�J�J�L�Q�V�E�R�W�W�R�P�����'�L�D�Q�D���*�H�U�V�W�O��
���'�H�E�H�V�������&�O�D�L�U�H���:�L�O�N�L�Q�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���+�H�O�H�Q���6�W�R�U�H�\���D�U�R�X�Q�G������������

During her Academy studies, 
Di would ride around London on 
a bike, with her cello strapped to 
her back. Even in the late 1950s, 
that must have been a hairy 
experience! She passed with 
Distinction and was considering 
which orchestra to work for when 
she changed careers completely 
and decided to become a nurse at 
King’s College School of Nursing. It 
was a decision she never regretted. 

Di met her husband Uwe Gerstl 
during her nursing studies (boldly 
agreeing to marry him before he 
had met her family) and had a son, 
Harry, in 1961. 

While pregnant with Debbie, 
they decided to move to Northern 
Rhodesia a year before the 
peaceful transition to independent 
Zambia. Again, this was a bold 

move that was not for the 
fainthearted. She loved Zambia 
and stayed for 15 years, having two 
more children, Julie and myself. 

Diana, at this point, was 
working as a nurse, accountant, 
piano player for the ballet 
and supporting Uwe with his 
photographic business. She was 
able to do pretty much anything… 
cook a Christmas dinner on a 
�F�D�P�S�4�U�H�����D�Q�G���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U���)�D�W�K�H�U��
�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���W�R���4�Q�G���X�V�������4�V�K�����F�D�Q�R�H����
sail, kill or trap dangerous snakes, 
avoid crocodiles… with her 
adventurous spirit and ‘can-do’ 
attitude, the family thrived. 

In 1977, Di and family returned 
to Cheshire so she could nurse 
her mother and for our education. 
She became a full-time nurse 
again, working with the elderly and 

eventually running a care home 
in Norley. She dedicated 18 years 
there before taking a well-earned 
retirement which she used to 
help with her nine grandchildren 
and, even up until she was 84, she 
cared for a lady in her 90s. 

�6�D�G�O�\�����'�L���V�X�•�H�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���P�D�F�X�O�D�U��
degeneration and a spinal 
stenosis but that didn’t stop her 
from going to the gym on the 
bus almost every day, or ‘walking’ 
the dog attached to her mobility 
scooter. 

Di was engaged in current 
�D�•�D�L�U�V�����D�G�R�U�H�G���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�R�P�D�W�R�H�V��
and brewing her own beer. She 
died peacefully surrounded by  
her family after a life well lived.  
In every sense of the word.

Di’s sister, my aunt Lady Sheila 
Harrison, thought the Old Girls 
would want to know.

During her 
Academy studies  

Di would ride 
around London on  

a bike, with her 
cello strapped to 

her back.
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�-�L�O�O���*�O�D�G�V�W�R�Q�H�� 
���9�H�U�Q�R�Q�����0�*�&������������ 
Ginny Wigglesworth (Lawry, MGC 1959) and Gillian Hamilton 
(Shuttleworth, MGC 1958) write to tell us about Jill Gladstone:

It was Jill who had the idea of gathering our year 
�J�U�R�X�S���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�������4�U�V�W���E�\���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���X�V���W�R���P�H�H�W���X�S���D�W���2�*�$��
reunions, and then by organising lunch meetings in 
various kind hostesses’ homes – all with the help of 
Gillian Hamilton and Sandra Smith Gordon. 

There are still about 60 of us on the contact list and 
many have kept in touch. Jill was always enthusiastic 
about the special friendship and shared memories we 
had from our teenage years. 

Jill and her twin sister Anne and their younger 
brother David grew up in the Isle of Man, the children 
of two doctors – their father was a surgeon and their 
�P�R�W�K�H�U�����W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���R�]�F�H�U�����7�K�H���J�L�U�O�V���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���L�Q��
Hatley in 1951 and moved up to Benhams. 

Jill was good at engaging with people and made a lot 
of friends – many of those who have sent tributes have 
mentioned her kindness. She was a very caring person – 
even as a small schoolchild in the Isle of Man she would 
knit hats and mittens for pupils from the Children’s 
Home. She was also athletic and good at games – 
�H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���L�Q���J�R�D�O���I�R�U���W�K�H���4�U�V�W���O�D�F�U�R�V�V�H���W�H�D�P����

After A Levels, Jill did a general degree at The 
University of Manchester, followed by a Teaching 
Diploma (achieved with Distinction). She kept up her 
lacrosse and played for the Northern Universities. She 
married Mick, a civil engineer, in 1962, and they had 
three children – David, Sally and Rob, and fostered a 
fourth, Jeremy. 

Jill’s career divided itself between social work and 
teaching, while Mick’s job took them north and south 
– to Preston, Lanchester, Croydon (where he was 
working on the Channel Tunnel) and, in retirement, 
back to Lanchester. 

Jill developed the auto-immune disease Sjögren’s 
Syndrome in her forties, which compromised her health, 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���D�•�H�F�W�L�Q�J���K�H�U���O�X�Q�J�V�����6�K�H���F�R�S�H�G���Z�L�W�K���L�W���D�Q�G��
was not really incapacitated until recently. 

Jill died peacefully in the hospice in Lanchester.  
Jill was a very special person and will be sadly missed.

�-�H�Q�Q�L�I�H�U���5�D�G�L�F�H�� 
���%�O�D�J�G�H�Q�����0�*�&������������ 
Ginny Wigglesworth  
(Lawry, MGC 1959) writes:

At the request of Jennifer Radice’s 
husband, Rest in Peace Jennifer 
Radice (1940 to 27 November 2024). 
She was at MGC from 1949-1958.

�3�D�W�U�L�F�L�D���/�X�V�K�� 
���&�R�U�G�Z�H�Q�W�����0�*�&������������
Chris Lush writes: 

The OGA magazine having just 
arrived, it is with great sadness  
I have to inform you of the sudden 
�G�H�D�W�K���R�Q���������-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������R�I�b�P�\���Z�L�I�H��
Pat Lush.

�+�D�Y�L�Q�J���T�X�D�O�L�4�H�G���D�V���D���V�R�O�L�F�L�W�R�U��
in 1971, Pat completed 50 years in 
practice three years ago and was still 
working, albeit part time, at the time 
of her, wholly unexpected, death. 

During her career as a private 
client solicitor, Pat held a number of 
�R�]�F�H�V���L�Q���E�R�W�K���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���D�Q�G���6�R�X�W�K��
West regional Law Societies and she 
was a member of the Council of the 
Law Society of England and Wales 
for 14 years.

Yours sincerely.

48
OGA NEWS 
SPRING/SUMMER 2025



ST JAMES’S 
AND ST JAMES’S 
& THE ABBEY



�3�R�V�W���V�F�U�L�S�W���$�S�U�L�O����������
Since I wrote the above there has been a further 
announcement of change at MSJ. I stand by 
all I say (and shall continue to say) about the 
strengths, and strides, in girls’ education and the 
part which girls’ schools have played in this. I am, 
however, pragmatic. If from these strengths can 
grow a refreshingly new form of co-education 
then I look forward to its successes.

�'�H�D�U���2�O�G���*�L�U�O�V����
Greetings from the optimistic prospect of a New Year! 
In 2024 I ended a soggy Summer of disheartening 
�J�D�U�G�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�D�L�Q�H�G���R�•���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K���D���K�R�O�L�G�D�\���L�Q��
the Veneto. It rained – every single day – torrentially! 
Paddling in Venice is no fun so all thoughts of cultural 
pursuits were abandoned in favour of outrageously 
expensive but uniquely delicious hot chocolate in 
Florian’s! I have been to Venice many times but 
�I�H�O�W���V�R�U�U�\���I�R�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���I�R�U���Z�K�R�P���W�K�L�V���Z�D�V���D���4�U�V�W���D�Q�G��
perhaps only visit. 

A few months earlier I had a delightful short 
holiday in Verona and Mantua in order to complete 
my list of visits to every Italian city mentioned in 
Shakespeare! I had lunch with a former pupil from 
my King Edward’s days in Birmingham and enjoyed 
hearing about her life in Italy teaching at Padua 
University and married to a village GP. My love of Italy 
started during those teaching days when we regularly 
took groups to Venice and Florence. The colleague 
and friend who started and led these groups is now 
remarkably in her 101st year and I have enjoyed 
visiting her during her centenary when she has talked 
more than previously about her early life in Nazi 
�*�H�U�P�D�Q�\���E�H�I�R�U�H���D�U�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���%�U�L�W�D�L�Q���R�Q���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���4�Q�D�O��
Kindertransports of 1939. 

It was very good to have a group from MSJ in the 
audience when Dark Remembered Days was performed 
again at The Market Theatre Ledbury in November. 
I have recently been working on a version for use 

in schools. 
Warnings 
from history 
and precious 
memories from 
an extraordinary 
generation, these 
must be kept 
alive. 

I have a list of 
European cities 
to visit and enjoy 
and I started last 
Summer with 
a wonderful 

FROM THE FORMER
HEADMISTRESSES

Elizabeth Mullenger , Headmistress of St James’s & The Abbey 1986-1997

...cultural pursuits 
were abandoned 
in favour of 
outrageously 
expensive but 
uniquely delicious 
hot chocolate in 
Florian’s!

literary holiday in Dublin. Next is Vienna and then 
Trieste and an October holiday in Marrakesh will 
shorten the Autumn! 

The Girls’ Schools Association has marked its 150th 
�$�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���V�K�R�U�W���4�O�P���D�Q�G���D���E�R�R�N��
“Triumph Like a Girl”. The distinctiveness and proven 
strengths of girls’ schools are rightly recognised and 
promoted. MSJ very much plays its part in this, not  
least through the strength of its alumnae network.  
�–���Z�L�V�K���'�U���/�O�R�\�G���D�Q�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���6�W�D�•���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J���V�X�F�F�H�V�V��

�$�•�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�W�H�O�\

�(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K���S�D�V�W�D���P�D�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���9�H�Q�L�F�H
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birds. My favourites being 
the Lesson’s motmot and 
the toucan. Mammals and 
reptiles were also abundant 
and included cayman, 
crocodiles, tree frogs, 
iguanas, otters, monkeys, 
�V�O�R�W�K�V�����F�R�D�W�L���D�Q�G���D�J�R�X�W�L���b 
If you have a chance to 
go – take it!! It is paradise 
and the most serene and 
uplifting of the many 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���–���K�D�Y�H���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���b

In July 2024, I completed 
my trek along the Cotswold 
Way. Starting in Chipping Campden and ending  
at Bath Abbey, we covered 102 miles through  
stunning scenery. Then, in November, I went with  
Miss Owen , Mrs Shindler  and Mrs Jones on our  
annual visit to beautiful Fowey in Cornwall. 

I continue to play tennis several times a week, 
enjoy walking my son’s dog and love spending time  
in my garden. In fact, I am always busy and still  
�D�G�K�H�U�H���W�R���P�\���P�D�Q�W�U�D���R�I�����-�X�V�W���'�R���–�W�����b

I have also enjoyed many visits to MSJ in the last 
�\�H�D�U�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���6�S�H�H�F�K���'�D�\�����W�K�H���&�D�U�R�O���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����&�R�•�H�H��
Mornings, Old Girls’ Day, and recently, the wonderful 
production of Six by the very talented Sixth Form 
students. It is so pleasing to see the School full of 
energy, warmth and in such good heart.

Mrs Ros Hayes, Headmistress of St James’s 2003-2006, and MSJ 2006-2010

FROM THE FORMER
HEADMISTRESSES

�0�\���P�D�Q�W�U�D���D�J�D�L�Q���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���L�V���-�X�V�W���'�R���–�W��

Another year of travel has taken me to very diverse 
parts of the world from Nigeria to Costa Rica and 
�F�O�R�V�H�U���W�R���K�R�P�H�����3�U�R�Y�H�Q�F�H�����–�U�H�O�D�Q�G�����0�X�Q�L�F�K���D�Q�G���9�H�Q�L�F�H���b

In December 2024, I travelled to Nigeria to 
meet up with Angela Hencher ���b�$�Q�J�H�O�D���Z�D�V���W�K�H��
Business Manager at St James’s School and Deputy 
Bursar at MSJ during the merger year. Her two 
daughters, Jenny and Steph, were pupils. She is 
�Q�R�Z���W�K�H���&�K�L�H�I���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���2�]�F�H�U���R�I���&�K�D�U�W�H�U�K�R�X�V�H��
Lagos, a new school, constructed in 2022, with 
�W�K�H���4�U�V�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���H�Q�U�R�O�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U��������������
Besides learning about Angela’s demanding role in 
�W�K�L�V���H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���D�Q�G���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���V�W�D�•���D�Q�G���S�X�S�L�O�V����
I visited museums, craft markets and undertook a 
very emotional trip to ‘The Point of No Return’, the 
port from which slaves were transported to the 
Caribbean, the Americas and Europe. 

In complete contrast, I have recently returned 
from a Natural Wonders tour of Costa 
Rica. Its untamed wildness was 
breathtaking. Most days were 
spent drifting down rivers and 
canals, sailing across lakes, 
walking in rainforests and 
cloud forests, with wildlife all 
around us. The bird life was 
�H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���P�D�J�Q�L�4�F�H�Q�W�����:�H���V�D�Z��
101 species of the most colourful 

The bird life 
was especially 
magni�cent.  
We saw 101 
species of the 
most colourful 
birds.�$�Q�J�H�O�D���+�H�Q�F�K�H�U���Z�L�W�K���5�R�V���+�D�\�H�V���L�Q���/�D�J�R�V�����1�L�J�H�U�L�D�� 

�%�H�O�R�Z�����$���V�O�R�W�K�����W�R�X�F�D�Q���D�Q�G���F�D�S�X�F�K�L�Q���P�R�Q�N�H�\�����&�R�V�W�D���5�L�F�D��
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�+�D�U�U�L�H�W�W�H���'�R�W�W�U�L�G�J�H�����)�H�Q�Z�L�F�N���� 
�6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V��������������writes:

I read with interest the excellent 
OGA magazine and was delighted 
to see the Zillah Richards (Pettit, 
St James’s 1967) brief update. Our 
parents: David and Noel Fenwick 
�D�Q�G���*�H�R�•�U�H�\���D�Q�G���6�K�L�H�O�D���3�H�W�W�L�W���Z�H�U�H��
great friends and she is the reason 
my sister and I went to St James’s, 
West Malvern. I went in 1966 and 
left in 1972 and my sister, Clara, 
followed three years later.

I am still in touch with several 
ex-pupils, in particular the Ryott  girls 
and will follow this up with them in 
due course.

I have two of Zillah’s watercolours 
from her time in Greece and this 
one is in my bedroom. I would love 
to get in touch with her again and 
would be grateful if you could  
pass on my contact details to her.  
I remember her well and have often 
wondered where she was and what 
she was doing in her life.

NEWS

1960s Leavers 

�-�D�Q�H�W���%�R�Z�P�D�Q�����6�X�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�����6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V��������������writes:

When I was at St James’s some day in the 1960s there was an interesting birthday tea event!
At birthday teas the birthday girl could choose who she would like to sit on her table. 

I think about 14 guests to a table. The girl’s parents would have ordered a cake usually 
chocolate with peppermint icing. But we were NOT allowed to sing happy birthday. Well 
we did! Miss Southgate was so cross she sent us all to separate bedrooms, not our own 
bedrooms, for two hours or so to think about our bad behaviour. Then we had to be in the 
gallery over the dining room while others were eating their evening meal so the rest 
of the School could view us and make us feel ashamed. We then came down to our 
evening meal BREAD AND MILK! I didn’t see that punishment happen again.

Maybe that tale is letting down Miss Southgate , whom l really liked.

1970s Leavers 

�2�Q�H���R�I���=�L�O�O�D�K���5�L�F�K�D�U�G���V���Z�D�W�H�U�F�R�O�R�X�U�V��
�E�H�O�R�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�R���+�D�U�U�L�H�W�W�H���'�R�W�W�U�L�G�J�H
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As for me, I was married to 
Barry Cunningham in 1976, we 
lived in London and had three 
children. We divorced and I 
eventually married to John 
Dottridge in 1991, who had four 
children living in France at the 
time. We now have family in  
two continents and include  
11 grandchildren. 

I would like to say that Miss 
Varley , art teacher, our French 
teacher, Dorothy Seddon , Gerda 
Simpson  and other teachers 
�Z�H�U�H���R�I���J�U�H�D�W���L�Q�5�X�H�Q�F�H�����D�V���–���Q�R�Z��
speak three languages and a 
smattering of others. My daughter 

is a sculptor and two sons both 
trained as teachers but have 
�W�D�N�H�Q���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���S�D�W�K�V�����X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U��
particular skills including what they 
learned as teachers.

I’d love to hear from Zillah and 
hope that she will feel the same.

Please keep up the good work. 
In the last edition, you printed an 
obituary of Christine Hill , who 
went to MGC. I knew her from 
when I lived in Chiswick when  
I went to her ante-natal classes. 
Always sensible with a lovely 
sense of humour and practical 
and caring approach  
to life.

�6�D�U�D�K���0�F�'�H�U�P�R�W�W�����+�D�U�N�H�U�����6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V��������������writes:

Left to right Georgie Keats (Hunter) , Rosie 
Loxley (Marle) , Wendy Scott (Anderson) . 
Jenny Carter , Sarah McDermott (Harker)  
and Minna Carey (Guy) .

We left St James’s in 1974 – so it is  
the 50th anniversary this year. Six of us 
regularly meet to remember School days  
and thoroughly enjoy each other’s company. ››› �3���7���2��
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�9�L�Y�L�H�Q���&�X�O�Y�H�U�Z�H�O�O�����6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V����������������writes:

Here we are – the class of 1976 – having lunch at the Victory Services Club, London. 

This year, we decided to see if we could 
visit our old School on its West Malvern site. 
Peter Hutchinson at Regents Theological 
College (Elim Conference Centre), which 
now owns the premises, generously gave 
up his time to show us around. Not that we 
needed much direction, as we very quickly 
remembered classrooms, dormitories, 
stairways and passages. Much remains the 
same although the dining room has sadly 
�O�R�V�W���L�W�V���K�H�L�J�K�W���W�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���D���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���5�R�R�U���D�E�R�Y�H��
for more bedrooms. Several of the boarding 
�K�R�X�V�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���V�R�O�G���R�•�������5�D�J�O�D�Q���Q�R�Z��
�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���5�D�W�V���D�Q�G���6�W���&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K�H�U�V���L�V���D���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H��
home. However, as Regents College is a 
thriving educational establishment as part  
of Chester University, the site still feels like  
a school holding memories of our time at  
St James’s half a century ago.

We had started the day with a brisk walk 
up to the Sugar Loaf and the Beacon – we 
certainly remembered the glorious views. After 
our tour of the school, we walked down the 
grounds with its wonderful trees and of course, 
Archway and the swimming pool, to the 
lacrosse pitch. I am afraid we did not get to the 
old hockey pitches which were even further!
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GREAT FRIENDS,  
BRILLIANT FRIENDSHIPS

�(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K���0�D�F�'�R�Q�D�O�G���L�V���W�K�H���<�H�D�U�������W�H�D�F�K�H�U���R�I���3�U�H�S���D�W���0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���6�W��
�-�D�P�H�V���6�F�K�R�R�O�����6�K�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���D���6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V���D�Q�G���6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V���	���7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\��
�2�O�G���*�L�U�O�����D�Q�G���+�H�D�G���*�L�U�O���Q�R���O�H�V�V�������D���6�R�S�U�D�Q�R���V�L�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�G���K�D�V���D�����������V����
�E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���S�R�S���P�X�V�L�F�����+�H�U�H�����V�K�H���O�R�R�N�V���E�D�F�N���D�Q�G���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G����

�–���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�W���0�6�-���I�R�U���4�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���Q�R�Z�����–���F�D�P�H���L�Q��
to teach Year 4 (ages 8-9) and now I am the Year 
6 teacher (ages 10-11). I am also in charge of Prep 
Choir and Prep productions and I’m the Prep Maths 
Co-ordinator. Sometimes I can’t believe I am working 
here, but I love it. I love the pastoral side, I love my 
job. I wanted to do this article because I thought the 
students at MSJ might like to know about my 
previous careers, and I thought Old Girls 
and others might be interested to have 
some memories brought back of  
St James’s and St James’s & The 
Abbey. My school days ran from 
1977 to 1984, so I was there from 
age 11-18. I was Head Girl in 
1983- 1984. At the time, St James’s 
started boarding from age nine. 
I had been at another boarding 
�V�F�K�R�R�O�����E�X�W���–���V�X�•�H�U�H�G���U�H�D�O�O�\���E�D�G�O�\��
from asthma. I had a massive attack 
at my previous school and had to be 
�U�X�V�K�H�G���R�•���W�R���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�����7�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���E�D�V�L�F�D�O�O�\��
said to my parents: ‘We’re really sorry but we 
don’t have the facilities to look after her because the 
matron has cats in the boarding house’. It turned out 
I was allergic and had bronchial asthma and I was 
recovering in the San with three cats on my bed!

So, my parents were looking 
for somewhere with good air – 
Malvern, of course – and they 
found St James’s. I arrived in 
the Summer Term, aged 10, my 

sister remained at my old school, so I was on my own 
in Malvern. It was, though, I have to say, brilliant. 
I had great friends, brilliant friendships and I met 
some crazy people! Some of my best friends are 
from my school days and some are in the photos on 
these pages. My parents had been told that there 

were two things that would help my breathing 
recover – swimming or singing. I chose the 

singing route, as there was always so 
much music playing in my house at 

home. The school had never run 
Theatre Studies as an A Level but 
�W�K�H�\���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���L�I���–���F�R�X�O�G���4�Q�G���I�R�X�U��
other people to do it, they would 
run the course. So I found four 
friends and we pretty much 
taught ourselves! 

But we had so much fun. 
�:�H���K�D�G���O�R�W�V���R�I���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���W�\�S�H�V��

of girls. It was a real mix from 
farmers’ daughters like me right up to 

royalty. I think if you go through boarding 
school, you learn how to live with every type 

of person. Everyone assumes everyone’s going to be 
of a certain sort, but that’s absolutely not true at all. 
A lot of families work very hard for their children to 
have an independent school education and ››› �3���7���2��

�/�L�]���0�D�F�G�R�Q�D�O�G�����'�X�J�J�L�H�������'�H�Q�L�]���$�\�J�¾�Q���$�O�S����
�5�D�]�����.�D�W�H���$�G�D�P�V�����)�L�Q�F�K�\�����L�Q����������������
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have opportunities they might not 
have had. When I left school, I had 
A Levels in English and Theatre 
Studies and applied for Drama  
at Birmingham Theatre School.  
I did my Diploma in Acting there. 
At the time, I had also started to 
write my own music and I recorded 
music at a recording studio. When 
�–���4�Q�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���%�L�U�P�L�Q�J�K�D�P�����–���G�L�G���P�\��
�4�U�V�W���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���W�R�X�U���D�V���D�Q���D�F�W�U�H�V�V��
in Dick Whittington. We toured the 
miners’ clubs in South Wales. Can 
you imagine? It was a real learning 
curve. The miners were drinking 
at the bar during the whole performance and the 
children were feral!!! I was also doing some parts 
on TV including Boon and Coronation Street, where I 
�S�O�D�\�H�G���D���E�H�W�W�L�Q�J���R�]�F�H���F�O�H�U�N���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H���%�L�O�O���7�D�U�P�H�\���D�N�D��
Jack Duckworth. I was recording pop music and had 
�P�\���4�U�V�W���D�O�E�X�P����Belita (Elizabeth in Spanish). I had a 
manager and I was also singing rock, in a band called 
Ice Cold in Alec’s, and still singing classical music – a 
real mix. This was around 1989. I started performing 
more classical music and did an opera course in 
Hereford. The teacher from the music course told me 
to apply to the London College of Music where I did a 
Postgraduate Vocal Diploma. My teacher was Pamela 
Bowden, who sang at Glyndebourne. She also taught 
at the Scottish Academy of Music in Glasgow and she 

encouraged me to apply to the 
Opera School at the Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music – it is now the 
Royal Conservatoire. That was a big 
move and I hadn’t even done Music 
�D�W���2���/�H�Y�H�O�����V�R���–���Z�D�V���T�X�L�W�H���D���4�V�K���R�X�W��
of water. I had the most amazing 
teacher, Patricia MacMahon, who 
was like a second mum to me. She 
changed my voice, developed me as 
�D�Q���D�U�W�L�V�W���D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�W���P�\���F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H�����–��
was married by then too, and I did 
my Masters in Opera Performance 
and completed it in one year. 

By this time, I was about 25 and 
was performing tours in Eastern Germany and the 
Czech Republic, as well as one-night performances 
with choral societies and choirs across the UK. I was 
lucky enough to be chosen to sing in many outdoor 
Proms events, the most amazing time for me was 
�S�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���D�W���6�K�X�J�E�R�U�R�X�J�K���+�D�O�O���L�Q���6�W�D�•�R�U�G�V�K�L�U�H��
singing in front of 9,000 people with a 50-piece 
orchestra – those were pinch me moments!

During this time I had two children, Jamie and 
Jasmine. I set up a craft business back in the Midlands 
with my sister. We ran that for about 12 years and, 
by then, I had started helping in the Nursery at 
Abberley Hall School, 
Worcestershire, where 
my children went.  

We toured 
the miners’ 
clubs in South 
Wales. Can you 
imagine? It was 
a real learning 
curve.

�7�K�H���V�Z�L�P�P�L�Q�J���S�R�R�O���D�W���6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V���D�Q�G���/�L�]���0�D�F�'�R�Q�D�O�G�����/�L�]���'�X�J�J�L�Q�V����
�L�Q���K�H�U���4�U�V�W���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���U�R�O�H���L�Q���'�L�F�N���:�K�L�W�W�L�Q�J�W�R�Q
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I became a Teaching Assistant in the 
Reception class and then we moved 
the children to King’s Hawford Prep 
School, and I moved with them as 
a teaching assistant for about six 
years. I was encouraged during this 
time to study for my full teaching 
�T�X�D�O�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���V�R�����D�J�H�G�����������–���K�D�G���W�R��
do my Maths and Science GCSE 
at night school, in order to gain a 
place on the course! My case had to 
go all the way up to the Dean and 
the Board of Newman University in 
Birmingham, because I didn’t have 
an undergraduate degree. I had an 
Acting Diploma, a Postgraduate Vocal 
Diploma and a Masters’ degree, but  
I didn’t have an undergraduate  
degree! Eventually, they allowed me 
on and I did my PGCE at aged 50.  
This is why I say to people: ‘You can  
do anything you want. You just have  
to want to do it.’ 

�1�H�[�W�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���P�\���4�U�V�W���I�X�O�O�W�L�P�H��
teaching job, teaching Year 3 at 
Feckenham Primary School in 
Worcestershire – back where my 
family came from. I had come full 
circle and then even more, three years’ 
later, when I applied for the role at 
MSJ. My children are grown up now 
and I have the time to invest back 
fully into my career. I love teaching 
the Year 6 group. They are just on 
the cusp of going up to Senior School 
and are spreading their wings. It is a 
lovely environment at MSJ and most 
of the girls in the Mini MSJs go up. 
Only about two or three girls leave for 
other schools each year. The changes 
recently have been quite unsettling, 
but MSJ will continue to thrive. It has 
such a fascinating history to celebrate. 
Our founding schools are looked 
upon so fondly, and I think it is OK 
to be sentimental. Change is the key 
to survival and adapting to these 
changes will only make MSJ stronger.

On that note, if anyone knows 
where a print of St James’s School 
went when the schools moved, I would 
love to know. My mother had bought 
one at auction for me and I had it 
in my bedroom at home. At the end 
of my Upper 6th year as Head Girl, I 
presented it to the school as a gift and 
�Q�R�Z���L�W���V���G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G�����–���G���O�R�Y�H���W�R���4�Q�G���L�W����
if it’s in the Archives somewhere.  

�3�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
�V�X�•�U�D�J�H�W�W�H�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G����������

�/�L�]���Z�L�W�K���*�D�W�H�V�L�H���L�Q���*�U�H�H�F�H������������

�$�U�R�X�Q�G���������������/�L�]���D�O�Z�D�\�V���S�O�D�\�H�G��
�W�K�H���E�R�\���D�V���V�K�H���Z�D�V���V�R���W�D�O�O
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�–�I���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���4�Q�G�V���D���Z�D�W�H�U�F�R�O�R�X�U���S�U�L�Q�W���R�I���6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V���� 
do let me know! 

I want to mention my friends from school. I was 
known as ‘Duggie’ because my surname was Duggins. 
There is ‘Finchy’ – Kate Finch . She lives in Australia 
and we meet up when she comes back, Deniz , who 
lives in Turkey, ‘Gatesie’ (Amanda Beamish) , who now 
lives in Cornwall, and KP, Kathryn Parry (Hyatt)  – all 
these Old Girls have remained true and loyal friends. 
I remember my school days so fondly and I think you 

can tell this when you have so many great friends left 
from those days. They really are my best friends. We 
just had so much fun – climbing out of windows and 
�V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���R�•���X�S���W�K�H���+�L�O�O�V�����7�U�L�S�V���W�R���W�K�H���Z�L�Q�H���E�D�U�������J�H�W�W�L�Q�J��
busted for being in pubs or other places we weren’t 
supposed to be! In Sixth Form, we had questionable 
posters from Athena. The Housemistress would come 
and say: ‘We’ve got a tour coming round. You’ve got 
to take that poster down!’ Brilliant memories of a 
fantastic time. •

�/�L�]���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���0�6�-���3�U�H�S���6�S�U�L�Q�J���6�L�Q�J

�)�L�U�V�W���;�–���+�R�F�N�H�\���7�H�D�P�����D�S�S�U�R�[������������

�/�L�]���D�W���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q���W�K�H��
�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���R�I���6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V

�6�W���&�K�U�L�V�W�R�S�K�H�U���V�����2���/�H�Y�H�O��
�\�H�D�U���E�R�D�U�G�L�Q�J���K�R�X�V�H
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�0�D�U�L�N�R���:�D�U�E�X�U�W�R�Q�����.�D�Q�H�N�R�����6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V���	���7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\������������ writes:

Warm greetings from Japan.
I wanted to share a little update 

as my family and I prepare for an 
exciting new chapter.

After 16 years in Japan, my 
husband and I have decided 
that it’s time to return to the UK, 
especially with our little one who 
just turned 16 months last week.

Since graduating from university 
in Kent, I have worked in the 
education sector, most recently as 
an Executive PA at international 
schools, including Harrow and 
Rugby School in Japan. This April,  
I will be taking on a new role as PA 
to the Head at a school in Devon.

It has been far too long since 
I last lived in the UK, and while 
I know there will be challenges 
ahead, I am looking forward to 
reconnecting with old friends and 
the St James’s community.

Here are some photos of our 
former pets (who, unfortunately, 
passed away recently). One was 

a fancy rat named Carl, and the 
other, though not exactly ‘furry,’ 
was a Leopard Gecko called Alan. 
They were wonderful companions, 
and we miss them dearly.

I hope you are all keeping well.

2000s Leavers 

�$�E�L�J�D�L�O���&�K�D�U�O�H�V�Z�R�U�W�K�� 
���6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V���	���7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\��
������������writes:

My big news is that on the 
26 January I became an 
Australian Citizen.

I moved here in 2018 for 
work and after getting a job 
in marketing and advertising 
have been here ever since.  
My husband, daughter and  
I are very excited for what  
this means for the future.

Look forward to hearing 
what all the Old Girls have 
been up to.

�0�D�U�L�N�R���V���U�D�W���D�Q�G���/�H�R�S�D�U�G���*�H�F�N�R
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Chris Gittings, Jill Bray’s son, writes to 
let us know the passing of his mother. 
He also includes an article about his 
mother that his sister found from 
around the time of Jill’s retirement.  
The photograph is from the era when 
Jill was teaching at the School. 

 IN MEMORIAM
�:�H���V�D�G�O�\���U�H�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���G�H�D�W�K��

�-�L�O�O���%�U�D�\�����+�R�Q�R�U�D�U�\���0�H�P�E�H�U���� 
�6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V���	���7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\������������
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NEWS

�-�X�G�L�W�K���0�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���.�L�W�W�\���:�L�O�V�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H���$�U�G�ª�F�K�H���*�R�U�J�H

�.�L�W�W�\���:�L�O�V�R�Q�����1�R�U�W�R�Q���7�D�\�O�R�U�����7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\��������������writes:

My Year of Abbey Old Girls 
(leaving school in 1959 and 
1960) have stayed very much in 
touch, mainly by telephone calls 
and emails these days, although 
some of us try to meet up once 
or twice a year.

Last year a couple of times 
I joined Sue Davey, Brenda 
Sisson (Beresford-Smith)  and 
Jenny Dalton (Standaloft)  for a 
pub lunch in Sussex about an 
hour’s drive from each of us. 
Sue Davey and I receive long 
emails from  Karen Dixon  who 
lives in Johannesburg. She is 
an avid bird ringer and sends 
us wonderful descriptions 
of the trips she has been 

on throughout Africa. I had 
telephone conversations with 
Judy Dunn (Lunt) , Jill McIntyre 
(Mander) , Sue Stanbury 
(Branfoot)  and Helen Rowe 
(Moxon)  before Christmas and 
they were all in good heart. 
Sadly, at least half of us are 
now widows but we get on with 
our lives and keep busy. Last 
September Judith Measures 
(Sanders)  and I went on a 
river cruise down the Rhone 
in France. We had a wonderful 
week sailing south from Lyons 
to Arles and visiting fascinating 
historical sites. I also spent some 
time with my younger daughter 
at her house in Provence in June.

�3�K�L�O�L�S�S�D���+�L�O�W�R�Q�����1�R�U�W�R�Q���� 
�7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\��������������writes:

I was at The Abbey aged 10-18. 
A long time for my rather non-
academic mind, but Sport, Music 
and Art made up for my lack 
in prowess in other areas. We 
were a stalwart group surviving 
post-war food and coping with 
�V�W�D�•�������P�R�V�W�O�\���V�L�Q�J�O�H���O�D�G�L�H�V���Z�K�R����
unaware to pupils, had obviously 
lost partners and loved ones in 
the war. It was a weird time and 
many of us have kept in touch and 
reckon we are all survivors living 
now well into our 80s.

After married life living in the 
village of Elmley Castle on the foot 
of Bredon Hill, my husband died 
just before Covid in 2019.

In 2021, I decided to up sticks 
and move to Rutland to be nearer 
to two daughters. After 50 years 
in the village, this was massive 
but I have no regrets, it has given 
me a new life. I have created a 
new garden, re-joined the Hardy 
Plant Society, found a life class in 
Stamford and joined Uppingham 
Choral Society. To my surprise, 
amongst the altos was Anthea 
Hollinhead , an OG cousin of 
Hermione Mellor . So Abbey girls 
are keeping music alive. We had 
amusing memories of Sir Ivor 
Atkins who coached the choir in 
the 1950s.

I return to Malvern occasionally 
and met up with Jayne Hughes 
(Calderwood)  recently, and am in 
touch with Ann Carver (Hoddell) , 
who has done an excellent job 
keeping our group alive.

1950s Leavers 

1960s Leavers 
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�$�Q�J�H�O�D���+�R�O�O�L�Q��
�D�Q�G���-�R�D�Q���2�U�W�R�Q

�-�R�D�Q���2�U�W�R�Q�����0�R�X�O�W�����7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\��
������������writes:

My sister, Angela Hollin, and I 
�O�L�Y�H���4�Y�H���P�L�Q�X�W�H�V�����Z�D�O�N���D�S�D�U�W���V�R����
although I only keep in contact 
with Clare Corbett (Caldwell)  and 
Philippa Holloway (Crowther) , 
I also get news from Angela’s 
schoolfriends too. I feel sure there 
must be more from my year living 
in the Manchester area.

Angela and I both attended the 
funeral of Debbie McKay’s (Marr)  
father last year when we also saw 
Lesley Forman . We met Debbie at 
the RHS Malvern Show (held on the 
Three Counties Showground in May) 
and took the opportunity to visit 
Elspeth Jones (Holme) , our former 
Games teacher. More recently, we 
enjoyed lunch with Susan Bremner 
(Radley) and her husband, Grant.

Jane Dewar (Morpuss)  came 
over from New Zealand last July 
and Angela, before she went 
away, was able to meet her and 
Penny Ribbeck (Schilizzi) . Angela 
unfortunately missed the reunion in 
Greater Manchester which included 
Cheryl Moore (Hollis) , who Angela 
also meets from time to time.

�3�H�Q�Q�\���5�L�E�E�H�F�N�����6�F�K�L�O�L�]�]�L�����7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\��������������writes:

This year several of us Abbey Survivors 
celebrated our 70th birthdays and met  
at my house to celebrate.

Jane Morpuss  who now lives in New Zealand; 
Ginnie Adams  who now lives in Italy; all the rest 
living in the UK; Helen Jones , Prue Seal , Rosie 
Southall , Charlotte Reynolds , Cheryl Hollis ,  
Mel James, Lis Hawthorn  and Angela Moult .

We were all at The Abbey at various times 
from 1961 onwards – some in Prep school,  
others joined later in 3rd or 4th form.

�6�L�[���R�I���X�V���P�H�W���X�S���L�Q���/�R�Q�G�R�Q���O�D�V�W���$�S�U�L�O�������Z�H���K�D�G���D���J�X�L�G�H�G��
�W�R�X�U���U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���7�D�W�H���*�D�O�O�H�U�\���Z�L�W�K���&�D�O�O�\���%�O�D�F�N�P�D�Q��
���6�W�X�D�U�W���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�������W�K�H�Q���D���U�L�Y�H�U���W�U�L�S���P�H�D�O���D�Q�G���W�R�X�U���R�I��
�%�–�%�$�����:�H���Z�H�U�H���3�H�Q�Q�\���6�F�K�L�O�L�]�]�L�����+�D�]�H�O���3�K�L�O�O�L�S�V�����+�H�O�H�Q��
�-�R�Q�H�V�����&�D�U�O�L�H���3�H�H�O�����&�D�O�O�\���6�W�X�D�U�W���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�����3�U�X�H���6�H�D�O
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�-�H�Q�Q�\���0�R�R�U�H�����-�L�O�O���&�U�R�Z�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���6�D�O�O�\���&�K�D�W�H�U��

�6�D�U�D�K���:�H�O�O�H�U���D�Q�G���-�H�Q�Q�\���0�R�R�U�H��

�-�L�O�O���&�U�R�Z�V�R�Q�����&�D�U�G�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\��������������writes:

Another challenging year! Immunotherapy and 
two cataract procedures! Not just me from my 
year though – it seems you turn 70 and you 
start wearing out! I have, however, managed to 
meet up with Jenny Moore (Trow) , Sarah Weller 
(Coates) and Sally Chater (Kidson) . We are the 
proverbial ladies that lunch a few times a year – 
lots of chatting and giggling just like all those years 
ago! Sally only lives a couple of miles away so it’s 
easy to meet up more often. I also see Lindsey 
Umphreville (Wilkes)  and Libby Harris (Priest) . 
We all keep saying we should try for another 
class reunion – probably in Cheltenham again – 
so if anyone is interested in either organising or 
attending, please get in touch. My contact numbers 
�K�D�Y�H�Q���W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���R�U���H�P�D�L�O���Y�L�D���W�K�H���2�*�$���2�]�F�H����

1970s Leavers 
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�$�Q�Q�D���6�X�P�P�H�U�V�����7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\��
1979) writes:

I started volunteering for Guide 
Dogs over four years ago but for 
the last three years have been 
working for them fundraising on 
their Sponsor a Puppy campaign, 
so not only do I get to help people, 
I meet some gorgeous dogs.

Last year was my Aunt’s 90th 
birthday and my 60th in January. 
This photo is us on my Aunt’s 90th 
birthday – 60 and 90 – must be all 
that walking we did at School!

�$�Q�Q�D���D�Q�G���6�X�]�D�Q�Q�H���6�X�P�P�H�U�V�����E�R�W�K���$�E�E�H�\�L�W�H�V

�:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���*�X�L�G�H���'�R�J�V
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�0�X�U�L�H�O���&�D�V�W�O�H�G�L�Q�H�����7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\������������
Peter Kidd (Muriel Castledine’s nephew) and 
Professor Ursula Martin  write to let us know  
about Muriel Castledine. Peter Kidd writes: 

�0�L�V�V���0�X�U�L�H�O���&�D�V�W�O�H�G�L�Q�H�����Z�K�R���Z�D�V���D���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���V�W�D�•��
(Mathematics) in the 1970s at The Abbey passed 
away on 12 July 2024 at Perrins House, Malvern.  
She was 98. I am her eldest nephew and next of kin. 

Professor Ursula Martin  writes: 

I pass on the sad news that a much-loved Maths 
�W�H�D�F�K�H�U�����0�L�V�V�b�0�X�U�L�H�O���&�D�V�W�O�H�G�L�Q�H�����Z�K�R���W�D�X�J�K�W���D�W��
The Abbey in the 1970s, passed away on 12 July 
2024. The funeral was on 29 August at Worcester 
�&�U�H�P�D�W�R�U�L�X�P�����Z�L�W�K���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���W�K�H���5�1�/�–���b�7�K�H�U�H��
are many lovely tributes to Miss Castledine on The 
Abbey former pupils’ Facebook page. All best wishes. 

�$�Q�W�K�H�D���&�D�P�H�U�R�Q�����1�H�Z�V�R�P���'�D�Y�L�H�V���� 
�7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\������������
�*�L�O�O���.�\�O�H�����/�L�W�W�H�U�L�F�N�����7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\�������������b 
writes to say that The Times announcement  
on 26 September 2024 caught her eye.

CAMERON Anthea (nee Newsom Davies) 
died peacefully at home on 21 September 
2024. Beloved wife of Hamish, loving mother 
to Alastair and Catriona, and devoted 
grandmother to Emma, James, Mathilda and 
Joseph. Funeral at Mortlake Crematorium on 
�������2�F�W�R�E�H�U���D�W�����������S�P�����1�R���5�R�Z�H�U�V�����S�O�H�D�V�H�����E�X�W��
donations to Home-Start UK.

Anthea was at The Abbey between 1950-55  
and Hamish is a doctor. I knew her as a very 
senior pupil – my years 1953-61 – but our paths 
didn’t really cross. 

 IN  
MEMORIAM
�:�H���V�D�G�O�\���U�H�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���G�H�D�W�K�V��

Old Girls

Honorary Members

�&�R�O�O�H�H�Q���+�H�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�����7�K�H���$�E�E�H�\������������ writes:

In April 2024 a few of us got together in Cumbria. 
Hosted by Pip Beasley , we had a wonderful supper 
and overnight stay. On the stairs from left to right 
Colleen Henderson , Claudia Majzub , Sally Jones, 
Sara Bing  and Pip.

1980s Leavers 

�.�D�W�L�H���9�D�Q�G�\�N�H���D�Q�G���&�R�O�O�H�H�Q���+�H�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q���Q�R�Z��
�O�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�R�Z�Q�����%�H�U�Z�L�F�N���X�S�R�Q���7�Z�H�H�G���L�Q��
�1�R�U�W�K�X�P�E�H�U�O�D�Q�G�����:�H���V�H�H���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U���H�Y�H�U�\���Z�H�H�N��
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Dear Lawnsidians,
It is amazing how history repeats itself.  
Here I am, two and a half years’ later in 
Bromyard Community Hospital, after a 
short stay in Hereford County Hospital. 

Over the past two weeks, I have 
accumulated a broken rib, a broken 
collarbone, a painful knee and a tender 
spot on my head. No, I have not been 
involved in an international incident, just 
the coming and going of everyday life. 
Please forgive my not responding to the 
lovely MSJ Christmas greeting, for I am 
not blessed to write due to this senior 
tremor in my right hand. Hopefully, a 
period of rest at Bromyard will enable  
me to return back home. 

The Old Girls’ reunion last Summer was 
a select group – it was lovely to see all the 
previous pupils who came. There was one 
fortuitous arrival in the person of Laura 
Peterson, who spent a year at Lawnside 
as an American student in the 1970s. As 
�L�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G�����V�K�H���K�D�G���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G���R�•���R�Q��

FROM THE FORMER
HEADMISTRESS

Miss Duseline Stewart , Headmistress of Lawnside 1971-1990

I have not been 
involved in an 
international 

incident, just the 
coming and going  

of everyday life

her visit and thought she would 
travel to Malvern to see the 
School again, only to arrive and 
�4�Q�G���W�K�H���U�H�X�Q�L�R�Q���L�Q���I�X�O�O���V�Z�L�Q�J����
�6�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H���V�W�D�•�� 
were there to greet her.

�7�D�O�N�L�Q�J���R�I���/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H���V�W�D�•���� 
Mrs Adeney  and Mrs Wood  
drove me to see Mrs Pike  in a 

severely hampered condition. She is only able to 
sit in an armchair when she is not in bed. It is sad 
what old age does to us all.

Not to end on a distressed note, things can 
only get better, and, with any luck, I will leave 
�%�U�R�P�\�D�U�G���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���4�W�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���Z�K�H�Q���–���H�Q�W�H�U�H�G����
Have a wonderful Summer, and I hope we  
enjoy some sun.
 
Love,

�'�X�V�H�O�L�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���/�D�X�U�D���3�H�W�H�U�V�R�Q����
�Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���$�P�H�U�L�F�D

�'�X�V�H�O�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���K�H�U���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�����Z�L�W�K���W�Z�R���R�I��
�K�H�U���R�W�K�H�U���O�R�Y�H�V�������–�W�D�O�L�D�Q���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���Z�L�Q�H��

Miss Elizabeth Mullenger , Former 
Headmistress of St James’s & The Abbey, 
writes that ex Lawnsidians will wish to 
know that, since Duseline Stewart wrote 
this letter, she is now living in Hill Ash 
House in Dymock, Gloucestershire.
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�:�H�Q�G�\���5�X�V�V�H�O�O�����%�L�U�N�H�W�W�����/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H��������������writes: 

Birkett sisters Jennifer 
(Lawnside 1936)  and Wendy (Lawnside 1938) are both 
in Devon. Jen is in Torquay and I am in Thurlestone 
with friend Martyn Grose.

We have kept in touch with Gillie MacMillan 
(Peppercorn, Lawnside 1957) �����–���K�D�Y�H�b�E�H�H�Q���L�Q���W�R�X�F�K�� 
still with Charlotte Dent (Williams).  

�/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H���V�H�W�b�X�V���X�S���I�R�U���P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���R�I���R�X�U���O�L�Y�H�V����
Particularly, I enjoyed a good introduction to music.  
I love our garden but never did manage to remember 
the names of the roses in Brag’s *  day in Lawnside’s 
rose garden! I thought our nickname was “Lawnseeds” 
but heard more recently it was “Lawnsods!”

�0�D�U�\���)�R�U�H�V�W�H�U�����/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H��������������writes with some 
photographs: 

These are from approximately 1972 – some from a 
brochure promoting the School and a few from our 
production of Oliver!, with Sandy Henn  as Oliver and 
Phyllida Lloyd (Lawnside 1974)  as Fagin. I was Nancy! 

1970s Leavers 

1930s Leavers 

NEWS

�3�D�P���6�S�R�R�Q�H�U�����$�Q�Q�H���'�H�U�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���-�X�O�L�D���0�D�U�V�K�D�O�O��
�R�X�W�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���*�U�R�Y�H���8�9���&�R�P�P�R�Q���5�R�R�P��

�7�K�H���/�9�0���L�Q���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���Z�L�W�K���0�U�V���&�O�D�\�W�R�Q�����)�U�R�P�� 
�O�H�I�W�����*�R�O�L���5�D�G�M�D�E�L�������������������1�L�F�N�\���3�X�J�K�����7�L�Q�D�� 
�'�D�Y�L�V�����$�Q�J�H�O�D���+�R�O�G�V�Z�R�U�W�K���D�Q�G���-�D�Q�H���5�H�G�P�D�Q��

 ››› �3���7���2��

Miss Barrows  – known as ‘Brag’https://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-  2127903/Teacher-strikes-Reminder-great-teachers-REALLY-transform-  
lives.html

�
�� 
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�$�O�L�V�R�Q���*�U�D�Q�W���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���O�L�E�U�D�U�\���� 
�–�Q�V�H�W�����6�D�Q�G�\���+�H�Q�Q���D�V���2�O�L�Y�H�U �-�R���:�R�O�W�R�Q�����3�D�\�Q�H�����/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H���������������S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���$�U�W���5�R�R�P

�3�K�\�O�O�L�G�D���/�O�R�\�G�����&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���D�Q�G��
�&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�H���+�D�P�L�O�W�R�Q���5�X�V�V�H�O�O���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�E

Oliver! �D�W���/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H

�3�K�\�O�O�L�G�D���/�O�R�\�G��
���/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H�������������� 
�D�V���)�D�J�L�Q����Oliver!

�'�L�D�Q�D���%�H�D�X�P�R�Q�W�����%�H�Q�V�R�Q�����/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H��
�������������D�Q�G���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�H���+�D�P�L�O�W�R�Q���5�X�V�V�H�O�O
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Last summer, we were delighted 
to welcome back alumnae for a 
memorable Lawnside Reunion at 
Malvern St James. The event was a 
wonderful opportunity for Old Girls 
to reconnect, reminisce and relive 
cherished memories, all within the 
familiar and beautiful surroundings 
of the Lawnside Room.

Guests were greeted with 
welcome drinks, setting the tone 
�I�R�U���D���G�D�\���4�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���O�D�X�J�K�W�H�U����
conversation and nostalgia. It was 
heartwarming to see old friends 
reunited, sharing stories from their 
school days and catching up on 
each other’s lives. The atmosphere 
was lively and joyful, as bonds 
formed years ago were rekindled 
once again.

A highlight of the day was the 
impressive display of archive pieces, 
carefully curated for the occasion. 
These cherished mementos, 
including old photographs, 

yearbooks and memorabilia, 
sparked fond memories and lively 
discussions. Attendees took great 
pleasure in exploring the exhibits, 
often exclaiming in delight as 
they recognised faces and events 
from the past. It was a wonderful 
reminder of the rich history and 
legacy of Lawnside and its lasting 
impact on those who attended.

Headmistress Duseline 
graced the occasion with her 
presence, warmly welcoming 
the Old Girls and engaging in 
heartfelt conversations with them. 
Her genuine interest in their 
experiences and stories added a 
special touch to the day.

We were also honoured to have 
a speech from Dr. Lloyd, whose 
words beautifully captured the 
�V�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�����+�L�V���U�H�5�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
on the importance of maintaining 
connections and celebrating 
shared histories resonated 

LAWNSIDE  
REUNION AT MSJ

››› �3���7���2��
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deeply with everyone present. 
His speech was followed by our 
AGM, led by Catherine Jones, 
OGA Treasurer and Trustee, who 
provided valuable updates and 
insights into the ongoing work of 
the OGA.

Guests enjoyed a delightful 
�E�X�•�H�W���O�X�Q�F�K���L�Q���W�K�H���/�D�Z�Q�V�L�G�H���5�R�R�P����
with delicious food that perfectly 
complemented the relaxed and 
convivial atmosphere. The setting 
�R�•�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���L�G�H�D�O���E�D�F�N�G�U�R�S���I�R�U��

more reminiscing, laughter and the 
creation of new memories.

The Lawnside Reunion was a 
beautiful celebration of friendship, 
tradition and the enduring bonds 
that tie our alumnae community 
together. We are grateful to 
everyone who joined us and 
contributed to the success of this 
special day.

We look forward to welcoming 
you all back for more reunions in 
the future! •

�&�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���-�R�Q�H�V�����0�*�&���������������V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���6�X�P�P�H�U���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q
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MALVERN  
ST JAMES



�6�R���I�D�U�����6�K�H�]�H�O�G���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���E�H�\�R�Q�G��
incredible. I adore my course – 
�G�H�V�S�L�W�H���L�W�V���E�H�V�W���H�•�R�U�W�V���W�R���G�H�V�W�U�R�\��
me. I have continued to play sport 
and music, playing hockey four 
times a week and tinkering on 
the piano regularly. Finally, I feel 
balanced – between work, hobbies 
and socialising – something which (if 
you knew me) seemed impossible a 
year ago. As much as I am missing it, 
leaving School has made me realise 
just how much MSJ has done for 
me. Boarding prepared me for living 
independently away from home. 
My teachers taught me the power 
of knowledge and instilled in me a 
passion for learning. My Heads of 
�<�H�D�U���S�X�V�K�H�G���P�H���W�R���4�Q�G���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H������ 
I know it can’t have been easy – and 
there is so much more for which  
I have to be thankful. On a practical 
note, I can say that I was certainly 
more prepared than most for 
�6�K�H�]�H�O�G���V���K�L�O�O�V����

When you answer ‘Medicine’ 
to the dreaded question: ‘What do 
you study?’, the typical response 
that follows is a gentle head tilt, 
furrowed brow and sympathetic 
eyes. Unfortunately, this response 
�L�V���M�X�V�W�L�4�H�G�����1�H�Z���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���4�Q�G�V���L�W�V��
way into your notes daily, without you knowing how it 
got there, or which part of the human body to which it 

relates. You’ll leave in the morning, 
attend three lectures, present a case 
study, do two hours of Anatomy, 
then return home – only to discover 
�W�K�D�W���\�R�X�U���5�D�W�P�D�W�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���R�Q�H��
�V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�����D�Q�G���L�V���4�Q�L�V�K�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�Z�H�H�N�����$�Q�G���W�R���W�R�S���L�W���R�•�����\�R�X���G�R�Q���W���J�H�W��
�D���5�H�D�G�L�Q�J���:�H�H�N�����%�X�W���L�Q���6�K�H�]�H�O�G����
we are surrounded by a huge 
community of Medics. Being a  
part of Medics’ Societies means  
I have friends across all the years 
�R�I���0�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H���Z�K�R���Z�L�O�O���D�O�Z�D�\�V���R�•�H�U��
friendly advice, so I have never once 
felt alone or out of my depth.  
I have found myself loving the course 
– particularly our weekly Anatomy 
sessions, which are very practical-
based, and local GP placement. 

University is not just about the 
course, though. I have met such 
a variety of incredible, interesting 
people, many of whom I am lucky 
�W�R���F�D�O�O���P�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����–���G�H�4�Q�L�W�H�O�\��
recommend joining societies. 
Whether you only dip your toe in 
�����R�U���G�L�Y�H���L�Q���K�H�D�G���4�U�V�W�������L�W���L�V���E�\���I�D�U��
the best way to meet new people 
�D�Q�G�����P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�����\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���4�Q�G��
someone in the same position as 
you. I found so many friends on a 
�Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���F�R�X�U�V�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��

joining hockey, which is a lovely way to spend time 
away from Medicine (and super fun).

DEPUTY HEAD GIRL
ONE YEAR ON

Myrtle Probert (MSJ 2024), Deputy Head Girl at MSJ 2023-2024

As much as I 
am missing it, 
leaving School 
has made me 
realise just how 
much MSJ has 
done for me.

�:�L�W�K���D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H�O�\���Q�R���J�D�X�J�H���R�Q���K�R�Z���P�\���$���/�H�Y�H�O�V���K�D�G���J�R�Q�H�����–���Z�D�V��
�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���O�R�V�W���D�Q�G���X�Q�V�X�U�H���K�R�Z���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���I�H�Z���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���P�\���O�L�I�H���Z�R�X�O�G��
�J�R�����0�\���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R���V�W�X�G�\���0�H�G�L�F�L�Q�H���D�W���7�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���6�K�H�]�H�O�G��
���G�H�V�S�L�W�H���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���U�L�J�R�U�R�X�V���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�V�����Z�D�V��
�G�H�F�L�G�H�G���R�Q���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���G�D�\�������O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���M�X�V�W���R�Q�H���P�R�Q�W�K���E�H�I�R�U�H���–���S�D�F�N�H�G���X�S��
�P�\���Z�K�R�O�H���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���4�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���K�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G���U�D�L�Q�����$�Q�G���W�K�L�V��
�Z�D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���–���K�D�Y�H���H�Y�H�U���P�D�G�H����

�0�D�U�Q�L�H�����0�6�-���������������D�Q�G�� 
�0�\�U�W�O�H���3�U�R�E�H�U�W�����0�6�-��������������
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NEWS 
2010 Leavers 

�&�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���+�D�U�J�U�H�D�Y�H�V�� 
���2�N�H�\�����0�6�-��������������writes:

I wanted to get in touch and let  
you know that my husband Josh 
and I welcomed our lovely baby 
boy, Arthur, in August 2024. We 
are all doing really well and are 
loving life as a family of three.

�/�L�]�]�L�H���6�W�H�Y�H�Q�V�����)�H�Q�Z�L�F�N�����0�6�-������������ writes:

I’d love to share some updates on my life for the upcoming newsletter. 
I am the co-founder and director of Closet Brewing, Scotland’s 

only LGBTQ+-and-women-owned brewery. My wife and I launched 
the brewery in the Summer of 2022, brewing beers out of our home, 
for which we gained a licence as a commercial brewery. Almost three 
�\�H�D�U�V���R�Q�����D�Q�G���O�D�V�W���Z�H�H�N���Z�H���K�D�G���R�X�U���4�U�V�W���E�U�H�Z���L�Q���R�X�U���Q�H�Z���E�U�H�Z�H�U�\��
�S�U�H�P�L�V�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�D�Q�V���Z�H���4�Q�D�O�O�\���K�D�Y�H���R�X�U���K�R�X�V�H���E�D�F�N���W�R���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V������

We began as homebrewers in 2018, a hobby to keep us creative 
while I studied for my Masters at The University of Edinburgh. I fell 
in love with Edinburgh while on a Model United Nations trip with 
MSJ and knew I wanted to live here one day. It’s been seven years 
now, and I can’t imagine living anywhere else. In 2020, we started 
sharing our beers with friends, cycling round the city when lockdown 
�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G���D�Q�G���G�U�R�S�S�L�Q�J���R�•���F�D�U�H���S�D�F�N�D�J�H�V���Z�L�W�K���D���E�H�H�U��
or two inside (while carefully socially distancing of course). After our 
beautiful lochside wedding in 2021, my wife Lucy and I started to 
�G�U�H�D�P���R�I���E�L�J�J�H�U���J�R�D�O�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�H�U�V���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���4�U�V�W��
whispers of Closet Brewing were born. 

Over the past two and a half years, we have had some incredible 
experiences with the brewery. We were featured on a well-known craft 
beer podcast called The Beer Fridge; we were interviewed for a book 
commissioned by CAMRA about the history of women in Britain’s beer 
�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�����Z�H���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���R�]�F�L�D�O���G�U�L�Q�N�V���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�F�R�W�W�L�V�K���4�X�H�H�U��
�–�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���)�L�O�P���)�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�����Z�H���Y�H���E�H�H�Q���4�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���I�R�U���H�L�J�K�W���6�F�R�W�W�L�V�K���%�H�H�U��
Awards; we’ve spoken at the UK-wide Beer Lectures series, and were 
�L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G���D�V���J�X�H�V�W�V���W�R���8�.���3�U�L�G�H�����:�H���U�R�X�Q�G�H�G���R�•�������������Z�L�W�K���Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�X�U��
�4�U�V�W���D�Z�D�U�G�����7�K�H���6�R�P�H�Z�K�H�U�H���5�D�L�Q�E�R�Z���(�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H���1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�����D���6�F�R�W�W�L�V�K��
LGBTQ business network hosts The Unicorn Awards every year, 
recognising achievements withing the community. We were honoured 
to be presented with the 2024 Enterprise Award in December. 

When I was studying for my Business and Economics GCSE in 
Miss Hemphill’s  classroom, I had no idea that the knowledge I gained 
there would lead me owning a business. I can’t wait to see where 
2025 take us. 

�/�L�]�]�L�H���6�W�H�Y�H�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���D�Z�D�U�G���Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���&�O�R�V�H�W���%�U�H�Z�L�Q�J���E�H�H�U�V
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�$�Q�J�H�O�D���/�L�X�����0�6�-��������������writes:

After leaving MSJ, I went on to study Biomedical Sciences at the 
University of Oxford (2017–2020), based at St Hilda’s College. I loved 
exploring the complexity of the human body in health and disease 
�D�Q�G���W�D�F�N�O�L�Q�J���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���O�H�G���P�H���W�R���V�W�D�\��
on at Oxford for a DPhil in Oncology. My research focused on 
developing new ways to target cancer, particularly by enhancing the 
immune system’s ability to recognise and attack tumour cells. It was 
an exciting and rewarding journey, and after a three-hour defence, 
�–���Z�D�V���W�K�U�L�O�O�H�G���W�R���S�D�V�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����R�]�F�L�D�O�O�\���H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���P�\���'�3�K�L�O��
in December 2024.

In January, I joined Bain & Company in London as an Associate 
Consultant, driven by a passion to deliver impact more quickly and 
�D���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���4�H�O�G�����0�R�Y�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�4�F��
research to strategy consulting is a big transition, but I’m excited to 
apply my analytical and problem-solving skills in new ways. Looking 
ahead, I hope to focus on life sciences strategy – or see where the 
future takes me!

Looking back, MSJ played a formative role in shaping my curiosity, 
�F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���D�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���–���K�D�Y�H���W�U�X�O�\���P�D�G�H���O�L�I�H���O�R�Q�J���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V����

I’d love to connect with fellow Old Girls and hear about their own 
fascinating career journeys. Feel free to reach out!

�(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K���5�H�H�V�����0�6�-��������������writes:

I received my doctorate from the 
University of Oxford in June 2024 
and started a job as a postdoctoral 
fellow at the Center for Presidential 
History at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas, Texas, where 
I am now based. I have just been 
signed on a two-volume book deal 
to publish my academic work with 
the University of Virginia Press.  
I am also working on presidential 
oral history projects at the Miller 
Center at the University of Virginia, 
including interviewing people 
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���2�E�D�P�D���D�Q�G�����4�U�V�W�����7�U�X�P�S��
presidencies. I am now splitting 
my time between Texas and 
Boston, MA, where my partner 
�:�L�O�O���L�V���4�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���X�S���K�L�V���4�Q�D�O���\�H�D�U�V��
at Harvard Law School. I am still 
rowing and competed with the 
Oxford University Alumni crew 
at Head of the Charles in the Fall, 
which was tremendous fun!

Sending all best wishes to 
everyone at MSJ!

�(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K���5�H�H�V���D�Q�G���W�H�D�P���P�D�W�H�V���U�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�W���+�H�D�G���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�D�U�O�H�V
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2020 Leavers 

�6�X�V�L�H���)�R�Z�O�H�U�����0�6�-��������������writes:

I am just emailing to let you know of the 
�E�L�U�W�K���R�I���P�\���4�U�V�W���F�K�L�O�G�����&�L�Q�G�\���+�H�O�H�Q�D���5�R�V�H��
Seed! She was born on 18 July and weighed 
8lb 12oz. She is an extremely happy baby 
and as I’m sure you can imagine is the light 
of my life �- . I know some of my teachers 
have retired now but if any are still there or 
still in contact, I’d love for them to know.

HONORARY 
MEMBERS
�/�D�Y�L�Q�L�D���%�D�W�K�R�U�\�����0�6�-�������������� 
�6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V���������������0�*�&��������������writes:

In the photo, left to right are Brigitte Wadman, Margaret 
Baird, Karen Bevan, Pat Fairfax, Lavinia Bathory, Marina 
Rumney and Margaret Cross.

I retired from MSJ in 2018 and since then I have taken 
up painting. The photograph was taken last Summer 
when I exhibited my art work at the Weavers Gallery 
in Ledbury. It was part of a group exhibition by West 
Malvern Artists, all of these ex MSJ colleagues, plus  
�0�D�U�\���*�U�H�H�U���D�Q�G��� �L�D�Q���/�X�F�D�V���F�D�P�H���D�O�R�Q�J���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D���O�R�R�N���D�Q�G��
support me. It was a lovely reunion. Margaret Cross has 
since joined the West Malvern Artists group too and we 
will be exhibiting again in 2025 at the Weavers Gallery in 
Ledbury and at Malvern Theatres. Hopefully we might see 
a few MSJ colleagues and girls at the exhibitions this year.

�6�D�O�O�\���%�H�Q�Q�H�W�W�� 
���0�*�&������������������������ 
�0�6�-������������������������writes:

Here’s a photo of my 
one-eared rescue cat 
called Millie! I know you 
have been asking for pet 
photographs this year. 
She’s been our constant 
companion for almost  
�4�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���Q�R�Z��

�)�H���%�H�D�G�Q�H�O�O�����)�L�R�Q�D���%�U�D�G�I�R�U�G�����0�6�-������������ writes: 

�–���K�R�S�H���W�K�L�V���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���4�Q�G�V���\�R�X���Z�H�O�O�����:�L�W�K���P�\��
parents still living on the Hills, it is lovely to drive 
my own children past the Imperial building and 
point out the place of my happy School years.

I thought it pertinent to let you know I shall 
soon be taking up a Headship at an all-girls’ 
school, Queen Mary’s School, in Yorkshire.  
A Teacher of English by trade, I have 
worked in Senior Leadership 
for the past 10 years and 
am now looking forward 
to leading a school very 
similar in ethos to MGC/
MSJ. I am currently 
Deputy Head at 
Barnard Castle School, 
County Durham.

I will look forward 
to coming across MSJ 
at various GSA events 
throughout the year.
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GRAPEVINE BY  
LYNNE LINDNER 
LYNNE LINDNER, FORMER HEAD OF MUSIC AT ST JAMES’S 
AND HEAD OF VOCAL STUDIES AND MUSIC PERFORMANCE 
AT MSJ, SENDS IN HER UPDATE OF WHAT SHE’S BEEN DOING, 
ALONG WITH HER NEWS OF OLD GIRLS

�-�H�Q�Q�\���/�L�Q�G���6�L�Q�J�H�U�V���D�W���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V�����L�Q���*�U�H�D�W���0�D�O�Y�H�U�Q���3�U�L�R�U�\���������'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U��������������
�'�D�U�F�H�\���0�R�R�U�H�����0�6�-���������������D�Q�G���+�D�W�W�L�H���0�R�R�U�H�����0�6�-������������

�/�\�Q�Q�H���V���V�R�Q�����$�O�H�[���/�L�Q�G�Q�H�U�����D�Q�G��
�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���L�Q���O�D�Z�����7�R�U�L�D�����Z�L�W�K���E�D�E�\��
�)�L�Q�O�H�\���6�W�H�S�K�H�Q�����$�O�H�[���Z�D�V���E�D�S�W�L�V�H�G���E�\��
�$�U�F�K�E�L�V�K�R�S���'�H�V�P�R�Q�G���7�X�W�X���Q�L�Q�H���G�D�\�V��
�D�I�W�H�U���K�L�V���E�L�U�W�K�������Z�K�D�W���D���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H

�–�W���Z�D�V���D���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���W�K�D�W���0�6�-���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�Z���E�H���F�R���H�G����
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���D�I�W�H�U���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���E�H�O�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q��
�D�O�O���J�L�U�O�V�����H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���–���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���Q�H�Z���F�K�D�S�W�H�U��
�R�I���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���I�R�U���'�U���*�D�U�H�W�K���/�O�R�\�G��
�D�Q�G���K�L�V���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���W�H�D�P����

marvellous occasion, with an 
audience of 250.

It’s been a joy for me to 
become a grannie to Finley 
Stephen, born on 10 January 2025. 
Alex and Toria are loving being 
parents and the baby has brought 
untold happiness to us all.

I celebrated my 70th Birthday 
soon after that, with family and 
friends and was treated to some 
special performances at Elmslie 
House, including an aerial 
dance to ‘Jellico’ from Cats 
by Old Girl winning 
artists Giselle 
Pearson  and Amelia 
Williams . Another 
highlight was 

The quality of teaching and 
opportunities at MSJ is top notch 
and the results are seen in every 
pupil and Old Girl. I have witnessed 
the dedication and commitment 
�W�K�D�W���V�W�D�•���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�H�G���R�Y�H�U��
decades. The motivation and 
encouragement to succeed is 
paramount and that ethos will 
continue as boys are invited into 
MSJ. I wish you all well and know 
that it will be a great success, with 
�Z�H�����\�R�X�U���I�R�U�P�H�U���V�W�D�•���D�Q�G���2�O�G���*�L�U�O�V����
backing you all the way!

Just before Christmas, I again 
welcomed many old girls back 
to perform with the Jenny Lind 
Singers in the Priory. It was a 

‘Popular’ from Wicked performed 
by Darcey  and Hattie Moore . I 
then visited family in South Africa; 
the highlights included a trip to 
a Game Reserve, seeing cheetah 
cubs, now endangered, a black 

�P�D�P�E�D���D�Q�G���4�Y�H���O�L�R�Q���Y�H�U�\���F�O�R�V�H����
And I love the scenery – 

the Knysna Heads and 
Table Mountain were 

beautiful. 
�$�Q�G���Q�R�Z���R�Q�W�R��

�W�K�H���2�O�G���*�L�U�O�V������

�/�\�Q�Q�H���R�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���Y�L�V�L�W
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�%�U�L�R�Q�\���+�D�U�I�R�U�G�����0�6�-������������
After gaining my BA Degree in Art History at 
the University of Nottingham, I was delighted 
to be awarded a scholarship to undertake my 
Masters Degree in Fine & Decorative Art at 
Sotheby’s Institute of Art.

Whilst at the Institute, I was introduced by 
my lecturers to a previous student who had 
established her own business as an art agent 
for high-end art collectors, and I was fortunate 
enough to work for her whilst still studying 
�P�\���0�$�����7�K�L�V���D�•�R�U�G�H�G���P�H���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R��
attend the most incredible auctions at Sotheby’s, 
Christie’s and Bonhams, researching and bidding 
on multi-million pound artworks on behalf 
of clients. The theatre and excitement of the 
auction room was my career lightbulb moment.

After my Masters, I worked in several 
London auction houses for a number of years 
as the Manager and Head Auctioneer, before 
being headhunted by Bonhams for the role of 
Regional Manager for Yorkshire and the North 
East. I have been in this role for over four years 
now, overseeing 
from the Scottish 
Border to 
Derbyshire.

�–���D�P���K�R�Q�R�X�U�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���4�U�V�W���I�H�P�D�O�H���W�R��
auctioneer both the Motorbike and Motorcar 
auctions for the company since it began in 
1793, achieving world records and selling  
both in the UK and the US. I also auctioneer  
all departments for Bonhams, including our 
Fine Chinese sales, for which we are the UK  
market leaders.

At the start of this year I was thrilled to debut 
as the new presenter for the BBC One television 
programme The Travelling Auctioneers. The show 
sees a restorer and myself uncover hidden 
treasures in peoples’ homes before rejuvenating 
them and selling them under my gavel at 
�D�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����–���D�P���D�O�V�R���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���4�O�P�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
BBC One series which will air later this year.

I am indebted to my school years for 
providing the foundation which gave me the 
�F�R�Q�4�G�H�Q�F�H���W�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�D�W���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���–���G�L�G�Q���W��
have a clear idea of a career path, I had been 
equipped with the skillset and tenacity to work 
hard and pursue my dreams.
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�(�P�P�D���0�D�\���)�L�V�K�O�R�F�N�����:�K�L�W�H�����6�W���-�D�P�H�V���V��
������������says: As the founder of Real World 
Consultancy and The Strategic Circle, I’m thrilled 
to be celebrating our seventh year. We’re 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W���J�U�R�Z�W�K�����Z�L�W�K���H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J��
expansion projects and strategic partnerships 
on the horizon. It’s been an incredible journey, 
and I’m especially proud of the recognition 
we’ve received, including multiple awards. But 
honestly, one of my most cherished moments 
was having my former MSJ Business teacher, 
Mrs Chuck , join us at the Chamber Awards last 
year. It was a wonderful full-circle moment, 
celebrating her early belief in me and my 
entrepreneurial spirit!

�0�L�P�L���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q���'�D�Y�L�H�V��
���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�����0�6�-������������ was 
married on 7 September 2024.  Zara 
Edwards (MSJ 2012) sang at the 
wedding — a special moment, as 
Lynne recently found a childhood 
photo of Mimi and Zara playing 
violin together, with Mimi centre 
front and Zara second from the left.

�0�L�P�L���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q���'�D�Y�L�H�V���D�Q�G�� 
�=�D�U�D���(�G�Z�D�U�G�V�����0�6�-������������

�0�L�P�L�����P�L�G�G�O�H��
�I�U�R�Q�W�����D�Q�G���=�D�U�D����

�I�U�R�Q�W���U�R�Z����
�V�H�F�R�Q�G���I�U�R�P��
�O�H�I�W�����S�O�D�\�L�Q�J��
�Y�L�R�O�L�Q���D�W���0�6�-

�+�D�Q�Q�D�K���%�X�F�N�O�H�\�����0�6�-������������ 
celebrates her baby boy 
�0�D�U�O�R�Z���V���4�U�V�W���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\��
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�%�H�F�N�\���)�L�V�K�H�U�����0�6�-������������ with 
baby Rosie at six months old.

�.�D�W�H���+�L�O�O has won a national 
composition award for her piece 
A Mother’s Farewell, with lyrics by 
longtime friend and collaborator 
Scarlett Palys. The piece, selected 
�E�\���&�R�U�U�D���6�R�X�Q�G�����U�H�5�H�F�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H��
enduring and vulnerable nature of 
maternal love, and features jazz-
inspired harmonies and an elegiac 
soprano line.

Kate is the mother of Jessica 
Hill (MGC) and Francesca Hill  
(MSJ 2010). A classically and jazz-
trained musician, Kate studied 
at Leeds College of Music, Trinity 
College of Music (where she 
received the Vaughan Williams 
Scholarship), and later at Berklee 
College of Music in Boston.  
She now balances a varied 
career in teaching, performance, 
composition and jazz.

�.�D�W�H���+�L�O�O

�6�D�V�N�D���–�Q�J�K�D�P

�6�D�V�N�D���–�Q�J�K�D�P�����0�6�-������������ is 
working as a National Account 
Manager in the construction 
industry, specialising in 
equipment rental. Outside of 
work, she continues to compete 
in dressage and recently 
�T�X�D�O�L�4�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
Dressage Championships.  
She also plays league hockey 
on Saturdays and sings with 
the Jenny Lind Singers.
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�.�L�U�V�W�\���+�D�L�Q�H�V�����0�6�-��
2015) is currently 
in her ninth year 
serving as a 
musician in the 
Royal Marines 
Band Service as a 
�Y�R�F�D�O�L�V�W�����5�D�X�W�L�V�W���D�Q�G��
saxophonist. Last year, 
she achieved promotion 
to Corporal after 
completing a six-week 
training course with Royal 
Marines Commandos in 
Lympstone, Devon, in  
July 2024. 

Another non-musical 
achievement of note 
was Kirsty securing 
her place on the Royal 
Navy Equestrian Squad 
and placing third at the 

RAF Championships at Sparsholt College Equine Centre. Her performance 
highlight of the year so far has been performing at the Royal Albert Hall as 
Catherine Parr from the hit musical Six. With that came some incredible 
vocal workshop opportunities with current West End talents. This year, 
Kirsty is also looking forward to a musical tour in Basel for the international 
Basel Tattoo, 80 Years since Victory in Europe celebrations in London and 
a UK tour with Massed Bands in September. She’s also looking forward 
to a change of scenery in Autumn when she moves bands from RM band 
Collingwood in Hampshire to RM Band CTCRM in Lympstone, Devon.

�*�U�D�F�H���%�H�Q�Q�H�W�W�����+�L�J�J�L�Q�V�����0�6�-��
2015) married Stephen Bennett  on 
14 December 2024. Bridesmaids 
included �%�R�Q�Q�L�H���0�D�F�O�H�R�G�����0�6�-��
2015) and �1�L�F�R�O�D���&�O�L�I�W�����0�6�-������������, 
pictured on the far right below.

�6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���D�Q�G���*�U�D�F�H���%�H�Q�Q�H�W�W
�*�L�V�H�O�O�H���3�H�D�U�V�R�Q�����0�6�-��
����������  and �$�P�H�O�L�D��
�:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�����0�6�-��
 recently performed 
an aerial dance duet 
inspired by Cats.

82
OGA NEWS 
SPRING/SUMMER 202582



�6�D�V�K�D���/�O�R�\�G�����0�6�-��������������says: It’s been quite a busy period in my 
life with so many highlights to note. In August 2024, my partner 
(Samuel D’Arcy) surprised me with a trip to Rome where he got 
down on one knee to propose! We got engaged in the beautiful Villa 
Borghese and it was an incredibly happy, and emotional, moment.

�–�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�����–���T�X�D�O�L�4�H�G���D�W���+�L�J�J�V���/�/�3���D�V���D���6�R�O�L�F�L�W�R�U���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�L�Q�J��
in Commercial Property law. I knew at the age of 15 that I wanted 
to become a solicitor, and so it is a fantastic accomplishment as it’s 
been a career in the making for almost 10 years – from GCSEs, to  
�$���/�H�Y�H�O�V�����W�R���D�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���G�H�J�U�H�H�����W�R���D���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���/�3�&���T�X�D�O�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���4�Q�D�O�O�\���W�Z�R���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����–���W�K�H�Q���P�R�Y�H�G���O�D�Z���4�U�P�V��
to HCR Law LLP in February 2025 and I am based between the 
�+�H�U�H�I�R�U�G���D�Q�G���:�\�H���9�D�O�O�H�\���R�]�F�H�V�����–���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���&�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O��
Property transactions, with a range of clients including individuals, 
partnerships, corporate companies and pension schemes. I’ve also 
�S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�G���P�\���4�U�V�W���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���V�R���–���P���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���E�D�O�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���Z�H�G�G�L�Q�J��
planning and making a house a home for Sam and me. There’s so 
many things to be grateful for, including my wonderful friendship 
group from MSJ with whom I’ve continued to stay in contact. 
My family has also been my rock 
throughout – my mother and 
father are well, Barney and Fred 
(the Springer Spaniels) and Ronnie 
(the Jack Russell) have been a huge 
part of our lives. My brother has 
also recently become engaged and 
�K�H���V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���D�Q���R�•�H�U���W�R���V�W�D�U�W���K�L�V��
surgical training! It’s been a great 
couple of years for Family Lloyd!

�6�D�V�K�D���/�O�R�\�G���D�Q�G���6�D�P�X�H�O���'���$�U�F�\

�–�]�]�\���'�D�Y�L�H�V has won the 
prestigious AESS Singing 
Competition and will be starting 
at the Royal Academy of Music 
this September as a soprano. 
She is currently completing her 
A Levels at Chetham’s School of 
Music. Her sister, �5�X�E�\���'�D�Y�L�H�V��
���0�6�-������������, has also celebrated a 
milestone – recently completing 
her degree at Leeds.

�–�]�]�\���'�D�Y�L�H�V

�5�X�E�\���'�D�Y�L�H�V

�7�L�J�J�\���–�Q�J�K�D�P�����0�6�-������������ is a Project Manager 
for a property developer, currently working on 
a data centre project. Based in Bristol, she’s 
enjoying city life while studying for industry 
exams to further her career in construction.
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Cathie Rolinson, a current parent 
and past parent, has daughters 
Natalia, currently at MSJ (Class of 
2026) and her eldest daughter, 
�/�R�U�Q�D���5�R�O�L�Q�V�R�Q�����0�6�-�� is now 
�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���$�–���D�Q�G���5�\�L�Q�J���K�L�J�K���L�Q��
the tech world.

Cathie has recently achieved 
success with her play  In Veritas, 
which premiered at Malvern 
Theatres. The drama follows 
three friends from the Malvern 
Hills on New Year’s Eve during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, and 
picks up a decade later as one of 

�/�R�U�Q�D���5�R�O�L�Q�V�R�Q���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J��
�D�W���D���Z�R�U�N���H�Y�H�Q�W

them develops a revolutionary 
lie-detection technology. As they 
reunite, the implications of the 
“truth machine” unravel deeper 
questions about love, sanity and a 
mysterious night from their youth.

In Veritas is the 2025 winner 
of the Three Counties Talent Hub 
scriptwriting competition, part of 
an ambitious arts development 
programme supported by Malvern 
Theatres and the Everyman 
Theatre, Cheltenham. Purchase 
your tickets here: https://malvern-
theatres.co.uk/event/in-veritas/  

�*�H�R�U�J�L�D���+�X�J�K�H�V�����0�6�-������������ 
says: After graduating from 
Durham University with a First 
Class Degree in Law, I moved to 
London to study for the Solicitors 
Qualifying Examination prior to 
commencing a training contract 
as a corporate lawyer in August 
2025. Alongside studying for these 
exams, I have been playing the 
clarinet every week with the Royal 
Orchestral Society. I also enjoy 
Scottish reeling and regularly 
attend balls in London. It has been 
nice to keep in touch with a few 
old girls from MSJ who are also 
working in London.

�*�H�R�U�J�L�D���+�X�J�K�H�V
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�0�6�-���������������/�\�Q�Q�H���/�L�Q�G�Q�H�U���Z�L�W�K��
�(�O�O�L�H���0�R�Q�W�J�R�P�H�U�\�����$�Q�W�K�H�D��
�&�K�H�X�Q�J�����'�H�S�X�W�\���+�H�D�G���*�L�U�O������
�%�H�F�N�\���)�L�V�K�H�U�����$�Q�Q�D�E�H�O���'�D�U�O�L�Q�H����
�(�O�O�L�H���.�L�U�E�\�����+�H�D�G���*�L�U�O�����D�Q�G��
�0�D�O�F�R�O�P���)�R�U�E�H�V���3�H�F�N�K�D�P����
�0�D�O�F�R�O�P���K�D�V���J�R�Q�H���R�Q���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D��
�K�X�J�H�O�\���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���P�X�V�L�F���F�D�U�H�H�U��
�G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J��Phantom of the Opera ����
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Standing discreetly at the south-west corner of  Berkeley 
Square, The Lansdowne Club is ideally located in Mayfair, 
at the heart of  London’s West End.

With a rich heritage dating back to 1763, The Lansdowne 
Club re-imagined itself  as a leading private Members’ 
Club in 1935 and has welcomed both men and women 
with equal status ever since. An eclectic mix of  the historic 
and the contemporary, the Club combines rich history with 
modern day comfort; providing social, sporting, dining, 
business, and accommodation facilities in the setting of  18 
Century grandeur. 

The Lansdowne Club welcomes all new applications for 
membership. Club 1824 membership is available to those 
aged 18 to 24 inclusive. A one-o� payment of £1,360 will 
provide membership of the Club for up to 7 years or until 
the age of 24 inclusive.
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OGA Summer 
Reunion 2025: 
Looking back  
in time
�6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�������-�X�Q�H

The Old Girls’ Association is 
delighted to invite all former 
�S�X�S�L�O�V���D�Q�G���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���V�W�D�•�� 
to The OGA Summer Reunion 
at Malvern St James School.

Please feel free to pass on 
to other Old Girls who are not 
part of the OGA but who may 
wish to attend.

Partners and children are 
welcome. Adult tickets are  
�e���� all-inclusive and for under 
18s there are tickets available 
for �e����������.

Tickets will be available to 
�S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���X�Q�W�L�O���)�U�L�G�D�\�������b�0�D�\����
Please be aware that tickets are 
non-refundable after this date.

�7�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���S�O�H�D�V�H���Y�L�V�L�W���� 
https://community.
malvernstjames.co.uk/
event/the-oga-summer-
reunion-2025 

Book Club
�7�X�H�V�G�D�\���������-�X�Q�H

We hope you will join us in 
June for our next meeting. We 
are delighted that MSJ’s Head 
of Library and Enrichment, 
Dr Rebecca Jones, will be our 
host, and we will be discussing 
our featured book choice,  
The Women, by Kristin Hannah.

We invite those local to 
Malvern to join us in person in 
the MSJ Library from 6.30pm 
for refreshments, while those 
�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���D�4�H�O�G���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R��
join us as an online guest for 
the book discussion which will 
take place 7pm-8.30pm using 
Microsoft Teams. 

Our Community Book  
Club is free to attend and 
open to everyone, so please 
do invite a guest if you would 
like, whether attending in 
person or online. The more 
the merrier!
If you’d like to join us please 
visit https://community.
malvernstjames.co.uk/  
event/book-club-june-2025  
or contact  
oga@malvernstjames.co.uk

YOUR OGA

FUTURE EVENTS 

The latest information about OGA events can be found on our website 
https://community.malvernstjames.co.uk/ . For any individual queries 
please email oga@malvernstjames.co.uk

Please keep an eye on our website  - https://community.malvernstjames.co.uk/  
– for future events. It is the best place to check the latest updates on activities 
and plans for the coming year. You can sign up for our regular email bulletins  
at oga@malvernstjames.co.uk .

Art Auction
�)�U�L�G�D�\���������-�X�Q�H

We’re excited to be hosting an Art 
Auction at Malvern St James on 
Friday 27th June, from 5pm–7pm. 
This special event will raise funds 
for the Malvern Hills Education 
Trust, supporting scholarships and 
bursaries for MSJ students. More 
details to follow soon — we hope 
you can join us!

Prizegiving and 
Commemoration
�7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�������-�X�O�\

Keep a lookout for more details 
of our upcoming Prizegiving 
and Commemoration event 
on Thursday 3 July 2025. This 
special occasion promises to 
be a memorable gathering as 
we celebrate the achievements 
�R�I���R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���U�H�5�H�F�W���R�Q��
the successes of our School 
community.
More information to follow  
with details of how to book.

Carol Concert
�)�U�L�G�D�\���������'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U

We are thrilled to extend a 
heartfelt invitation for you to join 
us for the annual MSJ Carol Service, 
�W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H���D�W���W�K�H���P�D�J�Q�L�4�F�H�Q�W��
Great Malvern Priory on Friday 12 
December. This cherished tradition 
is a highlight of our School 
calendar, bringing together our 
MSJ community to celebrate the 
joyous spirit of the festive season. 
More information to follow  
with details of how to book.
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�&�X�U�U�H�Q�W���1�D�P�H�����
  �3�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���R�U���P�D�L�G�H�Q���V�X�U�Q�D�P�H��

�<�H�D�U���\�R�X���O�H�I�W���V�F�K�R�R�O���� �<�H�D�U���J�U�R�X�S���\�R�X���Z�H�U�H���L�Q���Z�K�H�Q���O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J�����H���J�����8�S�S�H�U���6�L�[�W�K�������<�H�D�U����������

�:�K�D�W���E�H�V�W���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V���\�R�X�U���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���2�*�$�" (tick all that apply) *

      Old Girl 

�������������+�R�Q�R�U�D�U�\���0�H�P�E�H�U�����I�R�U�P�H�U���V�W�D�•��

      Current Parent 

      Past Parent 

�:�K�L�F�K���V�F�K�R�R�O���V���U�H�5�H�F�W���\�R�X�U���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�"��*

      Malvern Girls' College 

      Malvern St James 

      St James's

�$�G�G�U�H�V�V * 
Street Address  State / Province / Region 

Address Line 2  Country 

City  Postal / Zip Code

�(�P�D�L�O���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����


�7�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H���1�X�P�E�H�U�����/�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�H���� ���0�R�E�L�O�H���7�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H���1�X�P�E�H�U

�:�H���G���O�R�Y�H���W�R���V�W�D�\���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�����–�I���\�R�X�U���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���K�D�Y�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���R�U���\�R�X���V�L�P�S�O�\���Z�D�Q�W�� 
�W�R���F�R�Q�4�U�P���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���S�O�H�D�V�H���W�D�N�H���D���P�R�P�H�Q�W���W�R���X�S�G�D�W�H���\�R�X�U���G�H�W�D�L�O�V��

You can do this in one of the following ways:

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE OGA

      Other - see question below

If you selected 'Other' please describe below:

      St James's & The Abbey 

      The Abbey 

      Lawnside

�3�U�L�Q�W���D�Q�G���3�R�V�W
Print and complete this  
form, then post it to: 
�2�*�$���2�]�F�H 
Malvern St James School  
15 Avenue Road 
Great Malvern 
Worcestershire  
WR14 3BA

�8�S�G�D�W�H���2�Q�O�L�Q�H
Visit https://www.malvernstjames.co.uk/msj-community- 
support-us/old-girls-association-oga/  to quickly update your  
details or sign up online to our community website by visiting  
https://community.malvernstjames.co.uk/  

�&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���8�V���'�L�U�H�F�W�O�\
You can also email us at oga@malvernstjames.co.uk  
or call us on 01684 892288 .
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Malvern St James OGA

@MSJ_OGA

Malvern St James School

@MalvernStJames

MSJ Sports

@SportMSJ 

Malvern St James OGA

@MSJ_OGA

Malvern St James School

@MalvernStJames

MSJ Music Department 

@MSJ_Music

Malvern St James OGA

@MSJ_OGA

Malvern St James School

@MalvernStJames

Malvern St James OGA

@MSJ_OGA

Malvern St James School

@MalvernStJames

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OGA AND MSJ NEWS
The OGA and the School has a strong presence across all social media channels, which are excellent ways to both stay 
up to date with the latest news from the School, and engage with fellow Old Girls and Honorary Members. If you don’t 
already, please use the links below to follow us:

Our website is www.malvernstjames.co.uk

THANK YOU 
FROM THE OGA OFFICE
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It has been a year of change and new beginnings 
for the School, with the announcement of MSJ 
becoming co-educational from September 2025, and 
the change of ownership. Alongside this, we were 
delighted to launch our new charity, the Malvern Hills 
Education Trust, which will run alongside the School 
and focus on funding bursaries and scholarships — 
helping to ensure that future generations of pupils 
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We look forward to welcoming many of you back  
to School this summer for our next OGA Reunion, 
where our theme will be ‘Looking Back in Time’ —  
a celebration of all our founding schools and  
shared histories.

We would also like to take this opportunity  
to say a heartfelt thank you to Fiona Meredith ,  
who left MSJ at the end of 2024. Fiona made an 
extraordinary contribution to both the School  
and the OGA over many years, and her warmth, 
dedication and commitment to the MSJ community 
will be hugely missed. We wish her every happiness  
in her next chapter.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to 
this year’s OGA News — with a special thank you to  
Jo Leahy (Moulds, MGC 1991)  for her help with 
editing, and to Chris York , our brilliant graphic 
designer, who makes the magazine look so wonderful 
each year. And of course, Penny, our much-loved OGA 
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a smile to everyone she meets!
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Carnegie Centre of Excellence Awards  
Gold Standard for outstanding mental 

health and wellbeing provision.


